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ENG ISH TEÂ HER NO ES.thiug of hlmi who said: IAsk what 1 shial
BY LSAH EALDIV STES.i thoo." He knew bie could not ask tooa

BY ARA GEALDNA TOC. umch whn the Lord hiîîîself jade the offer.

THFRn is nu idea more naturally lelightful Rice nd pw wudhv enpo

ta the ylouttful mind thanr chat of an thig to denmnl -,uany were in possession

uiiiiitsd choice. Mlauy have been the of those -. ho wore straugers t,, Guit. They

fairy tales bujît upun that idea; and chl- mnight be woni by diligence, or cunniiig, or b1' t

dren will amuse thenîsolves (as 1 have niysolif ee wurec e Bau. But wilsdoma was not tu

donc with the Ilwish bous" or mnerry.tbî)ught he botugt, or eariied, or comîuered. It was

of a fowl) in wisbiug for soinetbiug. although a gif t tht could outy coine trom ahove.

tbey knuw Uerfectly well that the fulfilment "lThe Lord giveth wisdlom, ont Ot bis mouth

o! their wis is a mers droam ut the imagina- couîeth kuowledge and uudterstaniding." Prov.

tion. We rend ut bot uns person to whoma 2. 6. 2. Ho knew somethiiig of what would

the unliîuited offer was ever msde, " lAsk assure bis weltnre. Many would have tliought

what 1 sa
1 givs thee." Very similar words theniselves w' ise snough atresdy. Thoy would

were admtressed by Elijah to Eliaha hetore not have seen the valueoutsuch agi t. But

their paiting, but in tlîat case there was a Solomon knew tbat wisdom is IImors preciolis

mesorcof ut ncertainty wbether the request than rubieq,..a cre5 of lite ta tbema chat

could he granted. lay holil upon bier ; andl happy is every one

If sorti an offer wers sent ont tbrough the that retaineth bier." Prov. 3. 15-18. 3. Ho

landl to vrperson, there woulîl prohably had regard to bis present circuiiistanros. Ho

ho a thousaniliffereOnt answsrs. But, apart was king of a grent, a highty favosîrsi nation.

fromn the varions castes ut individuals, thres Hs wau young and inexperisnced. Ho tslt

things would principally deterinine choir hinsaelf an a Illittîs child " in themidlet ot bis

choices: 
catains and otirers and governors. Ver. 7 ;

1. Their knowledgeof't the person who 1 Chron. 1. 2, 3. what need was there that

malse the offlsr. The requests would ho hoe shouid be clothsd witb wisdom from on

liiuiitod by wbat tlîey suppose.l to ho bis biigla t And Bu to bis young son who should

rouits'yt grant thons. 'flhc lahorersa succeed him hoe repeated, later on, wbat hse bail

rhilir.'lwuldt'hnrelly ask its parents for a bimsl tfelt-the words chosen tor ur Golden

rarringe and liorsos. But lot it discover chat Text-" Wisdom is ths principal thing

its tathor la a niillionairs, andl the carniage tbsrofore get wisdorn."

and luorses woulil ho too smoall a doniand. WVas his choice a good one 1 Thers can be

Again, a nuillionnire uîigbt hs unahie to but one auswsr tu this queistion. Hie speech

procurs for a young man tbs place andl ths Ilplssed the Lord." Anil God grautsd bima

puwer that ho dssiroil; buit let the oller ruine not wisdoma Only, buit chat whirh hoe after.

rom aile ait the bond ot thie Stats, andl ho ward dorlnrsd to 1)0 in wisloni's "lett hanit,"

wouli have nu hesitation in piitting forward "rce a onour"(vr 13 ;)wbite that

bis wii'h. wbich aho'eu shin nbr"ib
2. Their kuowledge ut wbat tends to thsir bad , "logth utîys was proinisel on

uwn weltnre., Thore la a fairy taIs whirh condition ot obedionro. Ver. 14 ; Prov. 3. 17.

relates how King Mid isiee tbat every- But was it the heet choie I Boaring in

thing hse toucheil migbt tumn ta guld. Hia inid surb passages as Prov. 8 and 1 Cor. L.

lesirs was grantel. Andtfurtbwith hiscourh 24, 30, lu wbirh aIl wlsdlun lu shown as

turnoîl tu gol, andl nu longer gave bim the sunmniel np in a Persan, Christ tho Son ut

ndorese ;bis fouit turnisi to gold sud GuI, we nîight answsr, Ves. But Soloumun

nu longer gave lim the needel nourishmont ; dos nut appear tu havo asksd tor it lu this

bis arme wsrs changel into the sane colil high andl comprebensivo sense. e prayed

andl litelese metal. The wises ut many for "lan iunderstanding heart to julgo thy

yooing eo1ile, cosîlî tbsy hs gratifleit, woull peuple," (ver. 9 ;) Ilwisloma anil knuwledge

provo,aithougli less ahourd, nu lesa disaBtrons. that I inay go ont andl corne lu beforo this

3. Thoîr present cirrunistanros. The in- pple" 1 Chron. t. 10. Cuntrast it wlth

valiil, lying tusîptees on bis couch, would wish flvides wish : "QuOe tbing bave I desirel ot

for health aud vigur; the sufferer for fresloma tis Lord, tbat will 1 oeek alter; tbat 1 may

train pain ; ttîe prisoner for freedom ; tbe dwell in'tbe houe ut the Lord aIl the dnys

drowning man l'or rescue ; and saime woull ut my lite, tu heholil the beautý' ut the Lord

choose reuewel lits aud health for those tboy sud tu luquire lu bis temple.' Pma.2
7.

4 .

love boat. The youg wlîu were leaîhing a Sulumon asked for a distinct anul valuable

quiet, monotonous lite would wish for change gift to ho madîe over tu hlm ; David craveil

sud excitemeut ; the aged sud weary for reet for tbe prepetual presenre ut Jebovsh. Solo-

sud peace. mon chose a Ilgoodtv peari ; " but David

Now ses bow these tbree things deteronined coulil ho satinfleil unly wlth'the "Pearl ut

the choie ut Solomun. 1. Ho knew sorne- great price."


