
MIRRENT EVENTS.

Mfie experinient is purely optionial. No parent need seild Iiis
ýchildreii to the dancing sehool of the board unless lie dliooses.,

-A petition signed by 361 lady teachers of Toronto wvas
presented to the Public Sehool Board at thecir meeting on
Thur-sday niglit. It asked for an increase of salaries ail round,
.statincyt that the cost of living in the city made it a continuai
.struggle for the teachiers. It is probable that the question
of free school books wvill be submnitted to Mhe people at the
.coniingf Toronto municipal elections.

-Mfie papers iii the old country are soniewhiat exercised over
the case of the head-rnaster of Hershani Board School, who,
.silice Ilis appoinitinient iii fecemlber last, lias bcen filied tlirce
times by the Kingston Benicli of magcistrates for alleged

assaults " upon pupils. A greait deal of ill-feeling it seenis
lias been aroused silice the new Board decidIed to supersede
l)ractically denoiniational teacingio by unsectarianl teaching,
-and open wav,.r wvas (leclared wvhen, after lus appointmient, it was
discovered thiat lUr. Avon wvas a, Dissenter. 'flic hiead master,
Iimiiself, writes :-"2Alinost up to the timie 1 c-ame, the Churcli
party liad it ail tlieir own way, but being unable to support the
schiools, they liad hianded themi over to tIe -School B3oard. iliey
still expeet, hiowever, to hiave conitrol of the reicious teachino';
.and as this is not allowed, there is a coitinual warfare gonlig oni
betwveen the two parties. I soon found that, most of Mie boys
-(nearly 200) shiowcd a very hostile feeling towards me because
I was a I)issenter, and thiat their parents were, inciting thcml to
disobey and annoy mie in every possible way." There are
.always two sides to a story, and our teadliers kniow onily too
wvell liow difficult, it is to gret somie people to credit the rigylit
sîde. 0f thc sevenl witniesses, thirce boys, including 'tli
-compl)z-iaiat hinuseîf, sxvore to different versions of the assault.
Mfie reniaining four witnesses, comprising a mienîber of the
.Scliool B3oard, a, monitor of thc sehool, and two of the sehiolars,
swore thiat no assault whatever wvas comitted, thiat Skeat, thc
complainant, wvas behiavingc in an uliruly ilanner and wvas sent
home for bad conduct, and thiat Mr. Avon, the miaster, uîever
Ilad a stick in liis hiand on the occasion. Evidence mvas also
griven bhat, at tIe tine Sk-cat was not mai-irked in an»y \vay, and
did not complain of being puniislied. To convict in face of
sudh evidence surely shows thc leanings of the Gounty Bencli,
* even iii Eng(land(.",

-It is, according to the Anstralian, quite an easy thingiç for a
brighit-witted. boy fromi the working classes to secure entrance
.to one of the colleges, and tlius qualify Iimiiself for a university


