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are Catholics accused b), the sovereh-n. Lord Macauitlaiv, speaking
of Brahrnanisrn, says:

"As tbis superstition is of ail superstitions the Mnost irrationatI, and
of ail superstitions the snost. ilielegant, 'io it is of ail superstitions the
Miost imnioral.*'

Now, Brahrnans exi!:t in millions in India. Not only is their
superstition flot so stigniatized by the sovereigiî, or the
sovereign's representatives, but the most scrupulous care is taken
lest the Brahmanistic conscience should be in the least offended.
No such re&gard is liad for the beliefs of the oldest and most
numerous body of Christi-ans iii the worlcl.

And what are those Catholic doctrines ihich are especially
pilloried by the Declar-atonP They are fundaniental and chiarac-
teristic articles of the Catholic creed. The Real Presence of Our
Saviour in the Blessed Eucharist, the Callholic teaching regarding
the Blessed Virgin andi the Invocation o'f the Saits, anid the
Sacrifice of lhe Mass, are declared to be superstitious and idola-
trous. 1 pass over with the nere mention the absurdity and the
cruelty of aiîyone fixing sucli a sharneful stignia an anIiy religion,
uniess hc or she have nma-de the doctrines coindenined the subject
of careful study, atnd hiave beconie assured tliat foui play and mis-
representation anid caluiwîîy have hiad no part in the condemination.
I pass over 2.lso the reasons of siate whlich shoulcl ùoeclude the
very possibility of a great diplornatic personage, suchi as is the
Brtish sovereign, fromi giving n eedless, wanton and studied
offence to tlic Catliolic rulers and people of thc wvorld. 1 leave ott
a consideration the truthi or fasyof the: dogmnas condcnined.
What matters it that wve caimi a basis iii Scripture and ini renson
for our belief in Transubstania.ion ? 0f wvhat iniport is i that
ive pride ourselves on the eninent reasonableness cfC our veneration
of the Blessed Vir-in Mary and the Saints? What concern is ht
that the Sacrifice of the Mass is ilie centre and tic soul of Caihoiic
worship ? These things wvere superstitious and idlolatrous, in the
prejudiced judgmnt of tlîe EgihParliamnent of the dnvs of
William and 'Mary; superstitiotis -ind idolatrous thcy iiuist remnain
for Queen Victoria and her successors. AXnd yet sonie of the
choicest and subtlest intellects that the world lias ever known,
have accepted these beliefs and were prepared to sacrifice every-
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