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flot gone well. He knew this as far as the
wreclc was coacerned, if the Captain's state-
mient could be relied upon; but hie frit now as
though lie was about te receive sorne ill-fated
blow, which would destroy his happiness for
ever. The intelligence lie received concern-
ing Venetia, and lier visit with Valdemnar te the
wreck, gave hlm considerible perplexity and
mnxety of mind, and pained liii like the thrust

of a dagger to the lieart.

CHAPTER IV.
Langdon sat quietly reading a newspaper,

now and again stopping to serutinize the coun-
tenance of his friend, who sat, %with arms fold-
cd, absorbed in his own refiections.

After a ride of half an hour the cars reaclied
Norwich, when the two proeeedéd to the lieuse
of Mr. Gibson. The walkw~as a long one, but
the change of scene, and the freshi morning air
and sunshine, gave a keen sease of enjeyment
and buoyant hope te the hour, that even Mark-
harn forgot lis gloorn and sadness.

In a short tirne they arrived at the house and
were ushered into the library, where sat Mr.
Gibson anuld a pile of books and papers. lie
wa-s a white-haired venerable looking gentle-
man, and, notwithstanding his advanced age,
hale and liearty.

"lThis is rny favorite retreat," hoe said, (tak-
ing Markham by the hand and shaking it warrn-
ly,) "lbut sornetirnes they will flot allow me
even liere to rest in peace."

IlMr. Langdon," said Markliarn, intreducing
lis friend.

"I1 beg your pardon," said the old gentle-
man, "1for flot noticing you befere, but rny siglit
is fast failing. Markham," lie said, turning to
the latter, IlMr. Langdon and myseif are net
strangers, I assure you. I rernember hini well
ia hi8 yeuth; but after young people pass a cer-
tain age, and go away for some time from the
home of their childhood, tliey soon fade from
the recollection of persons whose days are draw-
ing near to the tornb."1

"lHave you been long away from thne city?"
enquired the old gentleman of Langdon.

"lSome ten years," the latter replied. I
have corne home," lie eontinued, "lto profit by
mny experience of travel, and te put what phul-
osopliy I have learaed inte practice."

The conversation went swim'mingly on for
sorne minutes, Langden giving a graphie and
descriptive account of the many various scenes
and siglits lie lad witnessed abroad.

The old gentleman was in excellent spirits,
and, having passedl over many of the scenes
described, hoe conversed with that frankness of
manner and warrnth of intimacy whicli is rare
as it is valuable. Ah! there is nothing whicli
tends so mucli te cernent friendship as conver-
sation with one wlio lias travelled over the saine
scenes we have been a witness of, or read the
saine books with us.

0"IC regret very mudli indeed, John," said the
od gentleman, addressing 1dm by lis christian

name, and with a tone of touehing tenderness
0

in lis voice, "lthc loss you sustain by the wreck
of your ve8sel. It was with reference te this
unfortunate occurrence that I addressed you a*note whidh I presume yen received. For the
sake of your father, wlio was a geod and truc
friend te me, and the recollection of our early
and long acquaintance, I shall be most happy
te assist you in any wvay yen desire, either by
counsel or the advancenient to yeu of a portion
of my wealtli."

IlI arn very gratefuil for your kind and con-
siderate offer, and shail avaiu myscîf of it should
occasion require; but at present 1 think I eau
seermy way pretty clearly to the end. I received
intelligence," continued Marklîani, Iltîis mont-
ing, that the Captain had been liere :-perhaps
you could informn me if lie lias lad any persons
empleyed to save any of the materials of the
wreck? "

I do net know for certainty. lVlien the
intelligence reaclied me, Geerge-wlîorn yen
will recolleet was quite young wliea yen were
lest here-went te sec the wreek wiitl Venetia.
Tiiere tliey met the Captain, wlîo seenis to be a
perfect gentleman by education and address.
Tlîey liad quite a long conversation, stating of
course tley knew you, and, after remaining a
long time, George invited him te cali when on
his way te the eity. H1e lias been here since
the unlucky event took place, and this morning
started for Westport beach, with Venetia and
two ladies, te look aftcr some materials that
lîad drifted ashiore."

A sliglît flushi rose in Markliarns countenance
as these words were uttered, which Langdon
instantly perceived. H1e knew then tlîat a pang
of sickening jealeusy, distrust and suspicion
had smnote hlm te the lieurt, and that the atill
deeper trial of love liad yet te bc borne.

IlIt is my intention te go imrnediately there,
as I wish te sc Capt. Valdemar on some im-
portant business," said Markham calmly, and
witli a sliglit nttempt te conceal his emotion.
1-Mr. Langdon lias kindly consented te aceom-
paay me. Is the drive a long eue? "

I think it is nearly five miles frorn here;
but hiad yen net better stay and take dinner
with us befere you start? "

IlTliank yen; I arn sorry I car tiet avail my-
self of your liospitality and kiadness :at present
my time is limited, as I return te the city te-
niglît. But, as Langdoa infernis me, lie intends
te rernain in Nerwichî fer the purpese of seeing
some of bis old friends, and as we have since
his return home, becorne very much attaehed to
eech other, it is my purpose to visit Norwich
again as soon as opportunity will permit."

The eld gentleman looked tewards Langdon
and srniled.

"lAh! I sec," saidl lie, addressing the latter-
"there is then some attraction for yen, my

young gentleman, iu the shape of a fair faêe,
atnd sparkling eyes. Well, I wislh you success
iu that delicate business; and, Markham, I hope
yen will cali again, and net make yoursel. se
great a stranger as yen have hitherto been."1

In reply he thanked the old gentlemn for


