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Teacher and Scholar.

BY REV. W. A, J. MARTIN, GUELPH,

Actef:
T 14,

5531 CHRIST'S ALCENSION,
GoLpEN TRXT .~ Luke xxiv. gt
MuMORY VERSED.~7-9.
Catecnism.—Q. 81,

Hoyme ReADINGS.—~AL, Ma'. xxviii : 16-20
and Mark xvi: 9-20. 7. Lu. xxiv: 36.53. .
Joha xxt: 1-22. 7% Iz, xliv: 1.8, & John
xiv: 1-20. S, Acts. i: 1-14. Sup, Acts.iz 1se
26.

During the coming year we shall be permitted
Yo study the book of the Acts in almost its every
part. At least we shall study it with sufficient
fulness to give us, if we pay carelul attention to
ous lessons from week to week, a pretty clear idea
of the plauling and progress of the Christian
Church during the generation immediately fol-
lowing the crucifixion of our Lord. The gospels
purpott to give us an account of the things
which Jesus began both to do and to teach during
His earthly career, the book of the Acts tells ux
some of the things which this self-same Jesns
continued to do from His glory, through the
agency of the Holy Spitit. Clearly we have no
record of al/ that Tesus continued to do through
the operations of the Spirit, for we have scarcely a
word about at least eleven of the apostles, includ-
ing Matthias, and we caonot imagine that these
eleven were idle in the face of their commission
to go and disciple all nations. Qur lesson for this
week covers the intetval between our Lord's
resurrection and Peatecost, and way well be
studied under the beadings, * The Lord Risen
and Ascended,” and ** The Disciples Waitiog."

I. The Lord Risen and Ascended.
—The 1esurtection of Jesus was a most unsupect-
ed thiog by His disciples, and yet so satisfied
were they of the truth of His resurrection from the
dead, that they were ready to lay dowa their lives
rather than surrender the hope which they had in
that resurrectisn ; nay, many of them did seal
their testimony with their blood. In the face of
that oge fact, we need not say much about the
* many infallible proofs,” by which He convinced
them of the reality of what they saw. Let those
who cavil at the doctrine of the resucrection of
Jesus from the dead, find any parallel in history
of men ready to lay down their lives for a myth of
such a character as this, and we will then be
prepared to hear what they have to say in ex-
planation of the phenomena we find manifested in
the early Church, and which sprang from an
hooest conviction that what they had seen and
heard was true, and that He who was dead teally
lives again at God's right hand. Apaio and again
did the risen Lord show Himself to His disciples,
aod so often as He met with them, He spake of
the * things pertaining to the kingdom of God.”
The substanze of all His conversations was “go
ye ioto all the world and preach the pospel to th
whole creation.” But H?: would m‘vzt l&evc lhen:
go without their fittiog equipment. ‘They had
** seen and heard,” and ** their bands had handled
of the word of life,” but something else was
needed to make their witness effective, and that
sometbing was * the promise of the Father,” of
which the Master had spoken to them at such
leogth during the last bours before His passion.
They must not go at once, but must * wait” the
fulfilment of this g;omise, viz., the baplism of
the Holy Ghost. Now they have come for the
last meeling though they kuew it not, and still
their minds are full of that Jewish chimerz, a
temporal kipgdom. _ Fitly the Lord rebukes their
curiosity and theoriziog, with a reminder of the
immediate duly of the day, and that they should
wait God's own time for making~known the
foture. 1t would be well if many in our own day
were conlent to leave the future to God, and to
work in the present through the power of the
Holy Ghost. Thus from Bethany the Lord with
outstretched bands was taken up, and the . last
words they heard were ** witnesses for Me—unto
the uttermost paris of the earth.”

II. The Disciples Waiting.—at i
the disciples seem to have been tlgx%ken dumsli
with smazement. Not until the heavenly wvisi-
tants_gently rteminded them of the Masigt's
promise to comeapain, and of His words 6f cons-
mand about ‘¢ waitiog,” did they come t0 them-

selves and retarn slowly to Jerusalemto the upper’

100m to *‘.wait.” There was th€abidiog place of

theapostles and thither gathered the little band.
¢ wait upon
Thete-

of believing men and women t6
God " for the fulfilment of His promise.
was but cne wind among them, and that wasa
‘lgng:gﬁe%mpbfor tgcdpromimli ipin’t. For Him

ey uight and day, until the time had .
fgt the lnlﬁl:;j:xlt of thye' Father's b and
then:as we see next week, they received
what they had longed for. The lessouy to “1: is
obvious. No equipment intellectual or other can

of itsel{ qualify for effective witnessing for Christ. -

We must ‘have the * promiseof the Father."
That promisc we can oblain only by waiting
upon God "as did these first disciples.

rowise and-

Ministers and Churches,

Rev. Dr. Wardrope, of Guelph, formerly of
Kuox Church, Otlawa, preached at Billing’s
Bridge oo Sabbath evening Dec., 6:h, anable and
intercjting discourse on the subject of ** Assug-
ance.

We ask all present subsciibers to send us a
new name and thus help Tux CaNAbLA PREs-
BYTERIAN to & joyful celebration of this semi-
jubilee and holiday season.

The Ladies Aid Society of Billings’ Bridge
Chuich recently held a very successful social,
A very excellent programme was kindly furnished
by the orchestra of St. Andrew'’s Church, Oltawa,
Proceeds amouoted to over filty dollars.

Brandon Church held its annual thank-offering
meeting receatlv. A large gathering of ladies
was present.  Mrs. (Rev.) E. A, Henry, assisted
by a commiltee, received the visitors as they
arrived at the chutch, where a sociable and profit-
able evening was spent. The President, Mrs.
McDiarmid, was assisted dutiog the opening ex-
ercise by Mrs. Cameron who offered prayer, and
Mis. Ferbes, who gave an earnest, helpful address
on ‘* Waiting on God.” The programme tender-
ed was an excellent one and much appieciated
Mrs. Muriay, in clear, imptessive tones, read the
reasons for thankfulness accompanying each offer-
ing, which amouated in all to $96. The dedica.
tory prayer was offered by Mrs. Smart and the
members separated with hearts filled with grati-
tude and, gladness for the privilege of assistiog in
the Lotd's work.

The Board of Management of the Presbyter-
ian College, Moatreal, has issued a circular signed
by the chairman, D. Morrice, Esq., calling atten-
tion to its claims at this season. [t states that the
attendance of students in the Theological classes
is this session the larcest in the history of the
College. The sum of $5 cooisthis year required,
over and above the interest accruing from the En-
dowment Fund and the guaranteed salary of two
of the professors. Last year only 160 congrega-
tions sent contributions. Were all the congrega.
tions of the Church in Ontario and Quebec to con-
tribute, as the Assembly enjoins, there would be
no difficulty. in securing the revenue needed. The
large debt of $26,200 on the College building,
the intetest of which must be met from year to
year, is a2 serious butden on our finances. Con.
tributions should be sent to Rev. Robt. H.
Warden, D.D., Confederation Life Building,
Toronto.

At a meeling of Knox Church, Coboconk,
held on the 6th inst., the following resolution was
unapimously passed : *“That this congrepation,
having learned with much regret that our pastor,
Rev. David Millar, intends resigning the charge
of Coboconk and Kiomount at the forthcoming
meeting of Presbytery, we desire to place on re-
cord our high opinion of his faithful work as a
Christian minister, and his conscientious cfforts
at all times to forward his Master's work in this
portion of His vineyard. \We believe that on no
occasion has be left anything uandone that could
advance the welfare of the cotgregation, and as a
result of his efforts, with the Divine blessing, our
chuich has beea numerically strengthened. We
would, therefore, humbly petition Pieshytery that
every effort be used to retsin My, Millarin his
preseat charge.” At the ordinary meeting of the
Lindsay Psesbytery, held in Lindsay on the 15th
inst., we usdersiand Mr. Millar resigoed his
pastorate of the above cungrepations. which action
was regretfully acquiesced in by the Presbytery.
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KNOX COLLEGE.

A misunderstanding exists in some quarters
regarding the amount which is required from the
coogregatious of the Church on behalf of Knox
College. In the estimate circular, the amount is
placed at $18,500, including the deficit of last
year. ‘This has been interpreted by some as the
total amount required, iocluding tnterest on in-
vestments. Ve learn, however, that after deduct-
ing the interest, the sum of $18,500 is necessary
to enable the College to end the current year free
from debt,

The total amount reccived from congregatiogs
last year was $6,864. It will thus be seen that
this year there is required neartly three times that
amouat. It oucht not to be a very difficult matter
to obtain the $18,500. It only means an average
contribution of thirteen cents per member, and
there are few_congregations in the Church from
which this cAffnot be got, if ministers and sessions
will present the strong claims of the institution,
and give their gcop)e an opportunity to contsibute.}

The expenditure has been largely increased by
the appointment of the two new professors, by
last Assembly. These appointments were made
with great unanixity, and the College Board has
therefore good reason to expect that the Church
will respond liberally to the appeal made for the
funds aecessary to maintaia the institution. It is
hozed that the requirments of the College will be
kept in mind wheo congregations are distribuling
their missionary contributions.

4 VOICE FROM FORMOSA.

The following letter has been received by Rev.
R. P. Mackay, Foreign Missionary Secretary,
from Rev. G. L. Mackay, D.D., Formosa:

My DpxArR BRrOTHER,—Oa the 27th ult.,
when travelling inland, indistinct souuds were
heard far ahead. These grew louder as we
approached. Looking towards the east was
seen in appearance a perfect snowstorm advane-
ing rapidly westward. We halted on the path-
way, and with a rushing noise swarms of locusts
on the wing flew ten {ect over our heads. On and
on with the wind the insect army pressed forward,
untiltheairwasthickened andthe sundarkened. In
a moment they settled on the waving rice fields of
green, and with great rapidity that color gave way
to & brownish hue.,

Crowds of farmers, their wives and children
were wild with excitement, and were jumping,
ruoniog, yelling, and cursing the destroyers; i
clapped my hands, oot only to assist in driviog
the voracious hosts away, but also from real joy,
because these eyes saw what accurate observers
the inspired naturalists were. Bamboo groves
have been stripped of their leaves and left stand-
- ing like saplings after a rapid bush fite. Rice
crops have been made to resemble oat fields in
Capada after the army worm has marched
through. And grass has been devoured, so that
the bare ground appeared as if burned. Ience
the name locust.

The Hebrew name of one species is truly ap-
propriate, Arbeh (to multiply).

These insects belong to the order Orthoptera,
and are cregarious, migratory and vegetable
feeders. They closely resemble the (Locusta
migratoria) of Linnwus. The heads, bodies and
legs of the majonty are yellow, while others are
reidish brown in color. Their aotennx are
short and thick. The front wings are steaight,
membraneous and four inches in length when
stretched a' right angles. The hioder ones are
sail like, translucent and three and one hall
inches Jong when spread out to fly. One speci-
men in my museum is so gaily colored that it
wight be mistaken for a gaudy butte:fly.

What splendid and accurate descriptions are
the followiog : ** Aod when it was morning the
eist winds brought.the locust.” ¢ All thy trees
shall the locusts consume.” ** The locusts have
no kiog, yet they go forth all of them by bands.”
¢4 The land is as the Garden of Eden before them,
and behind them a desolate wilderness,”

As thete are countless numbess in the larval
condition, and as eggs ate beiog deposited in the
ground, it is to bz feared these dreadful armies
may next yeat invade and devastate vast regions in
Nuorth Formosa. As this is their fifst appearance
here the patives are amazed and affrmed. Mapy
declare there are letters on their wings and are a
scourge somehow connected with the coming of
the Japanese, and many have burned incense-
sticks and invited the locusts to leave Formosa
and go clsewhere. Christians declare they under-
stand better than ever one of the plagues of
Egypt. I am, yours sincerely,

G. L. MACRAY.

A JUBILEE CELEBRATION.

Knox Church, Comnwall, has just fnished
celebrating their jubilee. The Rev.. James Fleck,
B.A., of Montresl, Moderator of the Synod of
Montreal and O.taws, preached on 6th December,
forenoon and eveniog, and addressed the Suaday
school in the alternoon. It is needless to say the
‘grestest satisfaction was given. <Oa Monday
evening the ladies gave a splendid dinner to some
seven hundred people. Then for two hours the
audience were treated to music by the choir and ad-
dretses by the local clergy, while_ Mr, Fleck, the
chief speaker, gave & humorous and instructive
speech.

The pastor, Rev, James Hastie, read a sketch
of the congregation from' its inception fifty years
ago. During that period seven pastors have been
in cbn'ﬁ. viz., Revs. Joha Fraser, J. Chatles
H gninn, artin Loury, Wm. H. Hende Bourck,

ogh Campbell, Robert Binsie, and James

Hastie. The fitst six arenowall dead, The first
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four remained from two to four years cach, Mr.
Campbell ten years, Me. Binnie eleven when he
died,andthe present pastor competes his thirteenth
year this month.

Some interesting details were given for the last
twelve years.  Thete were added to the commua-
ion roll 420, 270 were baptized, and 106 couples
marricd. The Sunday school has about trebled.
A new church was buiit at a cost of $18,000. The
coogregation has raised during this period $63,-
273 or $3,273 per annum on an average. Reler-
ence was made to the unusual number of deaths,
and the large number of the factory people, who
had left town aud of youog men who went to
the cities.

On Wednesday evening the Junior Mission
Band of sixty little boys and gitls, under the leader-
ship of the pastor’s wife, gave a missionary concert
which was highly appreciated. The closing day
was the 13th iost., when the commupion was dis-
pensed by the pastor.  Few remain of those pre-
sent when the congregation took shape balf a
century ago.

OPENING OF MORRIN COLLEGE,
QUEBEC.
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In connection with the account of this College,
to be found in another column, we give here a
brief 2ccount of the ceremonies at its opening
under its new Principal, Rev. Donald Macrae,
D.D., which tock place at the usual time—an ac-
count of which, though late, was sent us. It is
appropriate here.

It was naturally an occasion of much interest
to all conunected with the College. The Convoca-
tion Hall was the place of mesting and was suit-
ably decorated for the occasion, a portrait of Dr.
Mortin, the fouader of the College, apprapristely
occupying a conspucious place. _A. Cook, Esq.,
B.A., B.C.L,, chaitman of the Board of Gover-
nors of the College, occupied the chair and with
him on the platform were the Principal-elect,
other members of the faculty, several clergymen
and other well-known friends, togetber with a
large and interested audiencealong with students.
The ceremonies included, after the installation of
Rev. Dr. Macrae as Principal, addresses by
ceveral gentlemen and a convesazione.

Mr. Cook, the chairman, made an admirable
opening speech in which he reletzed to the history
of the College, the advantages it offered, the
valuable wotk it had already done, aad its im-
proved prospects under a new Principal, and with
its eolarged means. The Rev. K. McLannan was
the next speaker. Ile gave a cordial welcome to
Dr, Macrae to Motrin, and spoke of the ‘absence
in it of sectarian spirit, and expressed regret at the
upavoidable absence of some whose inteation it
was {0 be present.

. The Very Rev. Dean Murray next spoke, and,
like the other speakers, emphasized she broad
basis on which the College was founded and the
liberal spisit exemplified in_its teaching, and
in the choice of ita facalty, He was followed by

The Rev. Priacipal Macrae, who, after ex-
pressing his thanks for the kind references and
good wishes expressed towards him in his pew
office, paid a high tribute to the ability, talents
and success 2s a Priccipal, of the late Rev. Dr.
Cook. He referred also appteciatively to the
kind and hberal spirit shown towards the College
by members of other religious bodres, and stated
that its teachiog and whole conduct would con.
tinue to be marked by the same broad and liberul
spitit by which it had becn characterized in the
past. Its chief need at present wag more, more of
everythiog that goes to make & flourishing college.
There were, bowever, indicdtiuns of brighter
days being in store for the City snd Province of
Quebet, azd in that prosperity which was coming,
and brighter future for the City. the College was
bound to share. After an able and eloquent
speech the Principal formally declared the College
open. With such an opeaing, Morrin College
would appear, indeed, to have entered upon a
aew lease of life, and let us hope a long career of
ever-incieasioy usefulness, both to the Church
with which it is connected and to Quebec City

and Province.



