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PTHE ALLEGED PREFERENCE FOR
YOUNG MENX

——

A FEW THOUGHTS ON

THE SUBJECI

Twa remarks by way of introduction.
Taking up sowme extracts from the writings
of Thomas Fuller (A.D. 1608-1661), the
wise and witty divine of the Commonwealth
period, I found the following :—* New be-
soms Ssweep clean; new cisterns of fond
men's own hewing, most likely to hold
water. Aged pastors, who bave borne the
heat and burden of the day in our Church,
are jostled out of respect by young preachers,
not having half their age, nor a quarter of
learniog and religlon.  Yet let not the form-
er be disheartened, for thus it ever was and
will be: Eoglish Athenians, all for novel-
ties, Bew sects, new schisms, new doctrines,
pew disciplines, new prayers, new preachers.”
We are ip danger of maguoifying the ten-
dency complained of, its manifestation may
in measure be due to the ever-shifting char-
acter of our new country and the inteusely
changeful life of the nineteenth century.

My second preparatory remark is: A
definttion ts needful as to what is old and
pew in this connectlon. Some men—and
some women too—are old at thirty ; others
are young at sixty. There are grey baired
boys, and crusty old bachelors with dark
brown locks. Many of my readers will re-
member Scheherazade’s poem In Holmes’
Breakfast Table series on Aunt Tabltha,
who was always checking her young nicces’
youthful spirits with her remembrances

¢\Vhen she was a girl {forty summers ago),

Aunt Tabitha tells me they never did so."

No wonder the poor girl had some
naughty reflections, which ended with a
marriage reflection, as such thoughts are
apttodo:

v — When to the altar a victim I go,

Aunt Tabitha "Il tell me she never did so,”
Such a mood is not helpfultoperpetual youth.

1 am convinced that we cannot improve
upnp the ordinances of God, and He has
made the family the unit of society, as It is
also. the type of the great consummation.
The eternity of the Fatherhood implies the
eternity of the Son, and the fuloess of Him
who filleth all in all is the ransomed Church?
A home without youth is chill and lonely, a
year without spring; and a house where
only is orphanage may be a playground for a
little, but the bread-wioner gone, hunger and
death soon closes the scepe, a spring that
pretudes no harvest does but herald famine
and ruin. I confess that 1look with concern
upon the multiplication of Young People's
Societiesin the Cburch, and the growing ten-
dency toignore the famsly pew, Inthebar-
monious blending of all the ages the family
ideal alone is to be found. This is the un-
doubted ordinance of God, the evasion or
neglect of which can only end, as all trans-
gressing must, in disaster.

These reflections lead to questionings
such as this. In our Church polity as at
this present carried out are we not eliminat-
ing this family relationship? * Always room
atibe top,” was the reply of a young aspirant
in business pursuits to the cautious query of
a friend as to the possibility of overcrowd-
ing. But finding the top too often meaus
elbowing, jostling, overthrowing, Jay Gould
found room at the top, but the number of
bankruptcies made in the climbing will
scarcely stand calm consideration. We are,
or ougbt to be, members one of another, and
yet the struggle for the top existence in
peighbouriog copgregations too frequenily
emutates the struggle in a business street for
the pre-emipence in trade. The dominance
of the *‘lecal church"” idea is the disinte-
gratiog factor of Independency, and the los-
ing of our Presbyterial boods, or in other
words of the oncness of the Church, oa a rock
we are dangerously near. As association
ol congregations such as the collegiate

® Substance of an address by the Rev lohn Burien
B.D., before the Synod of Toroato and Kingston.
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churches of our brethren of the Dutch Re-
formed, served by two or more pastors in
common, wotld give to the congregations
thus united the advantage of varled gifts
such as youth and age, teacher and evange-
list supply, which advantages at present are
reduced to a minlmum. Lst Epb. iv, 1116
be studied, and the enquiry made as to how
far our present system of calling and settling
aflords opportunity for enjoylog the gifts of
Christ to His Church,

I know of no more ready field for at-
tempting some such change than in the
Algoma and Duskoka dlstricts, where
preaching stations and missions have been
opened up to a separate existence of perpet-
ual poverty and immaturity. Strengthen
some centre, give to the miolster in charge,
during the available seasoo, student or cate-
chist ald ; establish something of a parlsh
system, with rcctor and curate or curates ;
youth and age can then wortk harmounously
together, unity of endeavour will be encour-
aged ; the mission spirit will be strengthea-
ed, not antagonized, in the individual con-
gregations ; and though the millennium may
pot be reached, there will be growing frater-
nity, and less will be heard of the rivalsy as
between youth and age. Unselfish endea-
vour for the upbulldiog of the Church of
Christ will soon lead us to the solution of
vexed prob'ems such as age and youth pre-
sent, indeed of all others too.

SCRIPPURE TEXTS ILLUSTRATED.

REV J. A. M'KEEN, B A.

. o _shall be able 10 separate us from the
love of God which isin Christ Je.us our Lord ™ Kom.
viil 2 39.

1 remember a discovery I made one day
concerning the cordage used by the British
Admiralty. I wasin a fishing yacht, with
some colored men, ten or twelve miles off
the shore of Bermuda. We were catchiog
porgy. Our boat was fastened toajaggedrock
not far below the surface, and we could see
the coral reefs in all the richness and splen-
dor of their submarine growth. Conversation
took a turn in the direction of fishing lines,
and I was assured that the best were to be
found at Her Majesty’s dockyard near by,
but they were for the use of those only who
were in the naval service; they could not be
purchased, and if you bad one in your pos-
session somebody might ask where you got
it. 1 was of course auxious to know how
*t somebody ”’ would know that it was a dock-
yard line, and I wastold that they bore the
Admiralty mask. This mark is a scarlet
thread runniog through the line. All the cord-
age of the British navy, from the fishing luoe
to the hawser,is markedin this way. Itis
calledtbeQueen'sstrand. We have something
like this in the cordage of heaven. Through
all those cords by which God binds us to
Himself there runs the royal strand. Itis
tbe scarlet thread that has been dyedinblood,
It is the love which God has to us in Christ
—Christ crucified. Bouad with such a cord,
can anythiog ‘“ be able to separate us from
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord?”

QOraono.

“ Neither

EXPERIENCE OF A CHINESE
FARMER ON SABBATI-
KEEPING.*

Ia regard to the Sunday Rest, a farmer,
Sang-Kuao Kueh-few, gave a very good tes-
timony something to thls effect: Itis now
cight years since I broke off the opium habit,
and sevep years since I became a believer in
Jesus. During these years I have come re-
gularly to worship, very seldom missing a
Sunday. During the first few years I used
to come to worship, but used to work in my
fields on my returo home. Then I was not
very strong, and so far as time was concern-
ed I had two or three * rest days " in a week,
for I could not do a day's work like a strong
man ; bat still I did oot enjoy * Ged’s Rest
Day." Two years ago I became much exer-

* Exieact f om a letter from Ms Duacan Kay (Chiny
Inland Mission), dated Kuh.Wu-Haian. '

cised in soul with regard to a whole rest
day, as compared to a worship day ; and
after careful study of the Scriptures, I de.
cided to keep a whole day of rest. This [
have done, so far as I, myself; am concern-
ed, ever since, but still I was ili, and could
not do a decent day's work like asother man,
This year, at harvest time, the work was
beavy and helpers were not to be hired.
Coming home tired one Saturday nightI
prayed to God to show me why | was not
being blessed as I knew God was willing to
bless me. That night I got no guidance, but
next morning on my way into the city to
worship, I began to think, why should 1
enjoy this rest myself, and my two men.
servants with mycowsand mule working hard
in the field? 1 began to think what God's
command was in regard to this. I did not
decide anything in my owa mindin regard
to this ; but I was amazed when the pastor
announced his text * The Sabbath was made
for man."” He showed how God had created
man, body and soul ; aud how, at the creation,
He had also appointed a day of rest, which
was necessary for the well-being of all crea-
tion, and especially needful for man, body
aod soul, God madelit clear to me, there
and then, why I was sickly. I was keeping
my fellow-men, God's creatures, from enjoy-
ing the rest God bad ordained for their bene-
fit. Since then man, woman, and beast in
my house have a whole Suoday rest, and
there is more work done io six days than
was ever done in seven, and God has made
me ever so much stronger than I have ever
been since I became a follower of Jesus.

He farther exhorted the members to
eajoy a whole Sunday rest. This man is al-
ways wonderfully practicalin bis addresses,
and has great power in speaking. He gives
his winters to help in opium refuge work.
He does this at his own charges, and works

his farm In summer to support himself.
]

THE EDICT OF NANTES AND IS
RECALL—II.

ROBINSON, M. AL

Altbough Lowss XIV, became of age at
fourteen it was not until after the death of
Mazarin, in 1661, that he begao his person-
al rule, The young king was then in the
twenty-third year of his age. He had hand-
some features, courtly maaners, and al-
though below the average stature, a digni-
fied and commanding presence, His mental
qualities have been variously estimated. His
panegyrists extol them bighly ; Prof. Baird
conslders they were barely respectable ;
Saint Simon asserts empbhatically that the
king's intellect was below mediocrity. Be
this as it may, it 1s certain that, while well
trained in arms aad ia all maoly exercises,
his early education, in some directions, had
been neglected to a deplorable extent.

“ Of many branches of polite learning he

was throughout his life shamefully i1gnorant.
His knowledge of the history of the nation
over which he ruled was very {u.perfect. .
. « Thete was one lesson he had thor-
oughly learned—the lesson of his own im-
portance. . . Adulation was the very
food upon which be fed. The grossest
flattery did not seem to him excessive, be-
cause of the persuasion that he deserved
every word of praise lavished upon bim.

. - Statesmen, poets, preachers, all sup-
plied fuel for the flame of his self-esteem, in
unmeasured panegyrics which ministered
to bim inhaite delight.”

Even the Huguenots seemed to have
embraced the doctrine of the divine right of
kings, and addressed their monarch in terms
that would have sousded blasphemous in
the ears of an Euoglish Puritan or a Scotch
Presbyterlan of the same day. Pierre du
Bosc, the eloquent Huguenat pastor of Caen,
when pleading against the proposed atolition
of the * Chambers of the Edict,” thus ad-
dressed the king: *‘ You hold the place of
God, and I act before your majesty as if I
beheld God Himself, of whom you are the

BY J. G.

——— .

= **Th: Hugaenots and the Revocation of the Edict of
Nantes.” By Henry M. Baird, Professor in the Univer-
sity of New Vork ; author of ** The tistorv of the Rise of
the Bugueaots in France®™ and of * The Huguenots
and Henry o Navarre” With mane s vele  New
Zork . Charles Benibaer s Sons, Toronto. Wme Briggs.
87.50.

JueLy 2oth, 136,

image " ; and one of the refugee pastors g
Eugland used almost simllatlanguage toihy
royal scapegrace, Kiog Charles 11, who ce,.
tainly had as little love as Louls for Calyly,
Ists and Calvinistic doctrines,

Soon after the king's assumption of py
sonal rule, persecution commencedand gren
apace. In the Pays de Gex,alittle disuiq
cantaining seventeen thousand Protestants,
with tweaty-four churches, and a Romgy *
Cathollc population of only four hundreg,
with twenty five parish churches served by
seventeen curates, all the Protestant place
af worship, save two small chapels, wee
condemoed, their bellsaud benches remoy.
ed, and their portals walled wih soq
masoury.

Everywhere Huguenots were, at theyy,
stigation of the clergy, subjected 1o vex.
tlous interferences as to their Syaods, they
worshlp, their funerals and marriages, ang
even asto the costume of thew pastas,
But measures still more oppressive agg
tyrannical soon followed. Huguenots wer
excluded from lucrative trades and profyy.
sions ; in many places their churches weee
closed or torn down ; their institutigns o
learning, built and malataloed at thejr owp
expense, were appropriated by Romag
Catholics or placed under Roman Caihoy -
control ; new and striogent laws wep
issued agalnst ‘“‘relapsed persons ang
apostates'’; the parish priest was psrmitteq
to visit any sick Protestant aod learn fron
his own lips in which religion he wished 1o
dle ; and the visit could not be declined ner
prevented. The rights of the family were -
invaded by an Order in Council permuttisg
Protestant children—boys at the age of foqr.
teen and girls at the age of twelve—10 make
profession of the Roman Catholic faith, avd -
choose whether they would live with their
parents or elsewhere, under Roman Catholic
coatrol of course, at their parents’ expense,
to be paid quarterly according to the station
and circumstances of the family. Thes
and many other decisions, orders and edicts
were cousolidated in the Royal Declaration

of 1666, which gave them the force of geo. ¥

eral laws and occasloned the first coosider- §

able emigration of the Huguenots to foreign I

lands.
it Three years later the Decla ation of iceo
was revoked, to the great joy of the Protes.
tants ; but thelr rejoicing was of shon §
duration.

down the privileges of which the Huguenots
could boast.” :

We cannot dwell on the evasions and
explapnations resorted to at the iostigauos
of avigilant and virulent clergy (o rende. B
nugatory the concessions granted by (te 3%
Decdlaration of 166y, ina few years toe §8
condition of the Huguenot was pracucaliy §

as bad as before, with the certalo prospect i
We BB

of still worse thiongs in the future.
must also pass lightly over the ** mercenary

mission "’ carried on by meaus of the * Coo. 388
established in 1676, witt S
the king's approval, by Paul Pelisson, a0 Jie
apostate Huguenot, but a man of learning Ji

version Fund "

and brilliant literary abilities. The so¢

agents of this mission were the Roma jiy
Catholic bishops, who were able to 1epon 1o 38
the kiog in course of three years oo less S
tban ten thousand converts at a cost of
But as they B

about two dollars per coavert.
would Dot stay converted, the laws agaiost
relapsed persons were made still moe §
stringent ; and if any such persons should 8
be admitted to Protestant worship, *'tbe 8

services were 1o be declared suppressed acl S

the ministers to be deprived of the zightto
officiate.” ]

After the peace of Nimeguen in 3676, §
Louis, who had emerged from the wit 3%

“It was pot long before a pew
series of Qrders in Council bsgan to narron 8

with glory and increase of territory, aed g

was now styled *‘ the Great,” had leisurc 1o §
devote himself vigorously and systematically i
to the copgenial work of persecutiog sed
“converting " his Huguenot subjects. Pre
testants were excluded from even (B
humblest occupations. No Protestant cosl
be a midwife lest a child might be allored
to die unbaptized ; andno DProtestant laf
man was permitted to administer provisiosd
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