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T is casy to keep your left hand trom knowing
what your right does for the poor, or for the
church, if the right does nothing.

F the financial squeeze continues, some Presby-
terians may be led to think that voluntaryism
is not all good nor endowments all bad.

E read somewhere almost every day that the

right way to be healthy and in good work-

ing trim is to “avoid worry,” Nobody enlarges on
the subject and tells how worry cazn be avoided.

HE New York Observer says the handwriting

of its clerical correspondents is so illegible

that it make the type-setters in the office shockingly

profane. No doubt illegible “copy” is very ex-

asperating, but a good orthodox office like that of

the Observer should be proof against the tempta-

tion to use bad language. And ministers who

write illegibly might remember that petition about
leading people into temptation.

HE people of this country should remember

that while some of them may feel the lack

of money, thousands of families the world over are

suffering from lack of bread. To have little money

is very inconvenient at times, t at it is nothing com-

pared with being hungry. This wave of depression

will soon pass over a young country like ours, and

it is much to be feared that the lessons it should
teach will pass away about as fast as the wave.

not show that any very serious effects have
been produced by the financial squeeze. Toronto
has been the greatest sufferer, but with one or two
exceptions the city congregations have had a fairly
good year. The exceptions are fighting against
space, and a fight against space seems harder than
a fight against the world, the flesh and the devil.
In the long run any congregation will suffer more
or less that has one or two rows of churches of its
own denomination between it and its people.

SO far the reports of congregational meetings do

F Lord Macaulay were alive now he might see a
more ridiculous spectacle than * the British
public in some of its periodical fits of usorality "—
the Canadian public in one c. its geriodical fits of
economy. Municipal and other governing bodies
will go to work and cut down salaries in an indis-
criminate, reckless sort of way, treating useful and
useless officials in the same manner and the resultin
many cases will be increased expenditure instead
of economy. A thoroughly good man can hardly
be over-paid ; a thoroughly useless one should have
no salary at all. 'When the fit is on, however, there
will probably be a general slashing all round, to be
followed by increased extravagance. *“The worst
feature of the case is that when deserving men are
treated as the undeserving, they can hardly help
asking, what is the use in being useful.”

HE Presbyterian Union of New York have a

new and most important topic for their next
meeting—" The Interior Life of the College.” The
discussion, says the Christian azx Work, will not be
about the cuzriculum, but will embrace such ques-

‘tions as the social, athletic, literary and religious
- hife of the students.” Presidents FPatton,
.and other distinguished speciaiists will take part. If,

Warfield

as we are often told, the students of this generation

are to mould the next, it is impossible to attach. too

much importance to the interior life of the college.
?
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There might easily be a much less useful thing than

a conference of Canadian professors in tlie interior

life of Canadian colleges, There ‘is any amouiit
of discussion about examinations, courses of study,
degrees and matters of that kind, all very important
in its place, but very little about the moral and
spiritual tone of the colleges.

HE dull months of the year, Fchruary and
March, are at hand. Business during these
months, in most cases, is reduced to a minimum.
Would it not be a good thing for solid Presbyter-
ians who may not be overly busy during these
months to give .ome cxtra time and attention to
the work of the church. There is no use moping
about hard times and anticipated deficits in June.
Moping never does any good. The true and only
remedy is more prayer, more consecrated effort and
more liberality on the part of those who have the
means. There is money enough in the church for
all church purposes. Ma=y give as much as they
can ieasonably be expected to give; some do not,
and the machinery in some churches is so defective
that available funds never find their way into the
treasury. Prayers and consecrated business efforts
are the things most needed.

T is a great thing to be strong. The British
House of Commons is so conscious of the
strength of the empire that the members discuss the
Army and Navywith as much freedom as they dis-
cuss Home Rule. If any member thinks the Navy
is not in proper fighting trim, he says so without a
moment’s hesitation. If he thinks some of the most
expensive ironclads are not fit to ride out a storm or
ram a Russian or French cruiser, he tells the Com-
mons so with almost brutal frankness. If an or-
dinary Canadian ventured to say a few of the
things about the Navy that some.of the tory mem-
bers of Commons have been saying lately, he would
be denounced as an annexationist, a rebel, and
several other bad things. If a Canadian said the
one-hundreth part about the salaries paid the
younger members of the Royal family that some
prominen:. Radicals say every time an “ allowance”

-1tem 15 before the Commons, said Canadian would

probably be mobbed at almost any public meeting in
Ontario. The prominent Radical who talks in
that way may drive with the Prince of Wales the
day he makes his most violent attack on Royal in-
comes, Great Bntain is really the only country in
the world where liberty of discussion is properly
understood.

R. PATON was labouring hard in Great Bri-
tain at the close of the year, and finished
a very impressive address in the following words -

* What did we find our merchants doing at this season of
the year? Did we not find them taking stock to see how
they stood as compared to the preceding year? And was
not stock-taking as necessary in the spiritual sphere as in the
business sphere? Was 1t not more necessary? We should
all look back very carnestly over the past year, and ask our-
selves what we had done with the opportunities that God had
so kindly placed in our way. And with reference to thé com-
ing year we should each resolve to do some personal work for
Jesus. We might say that we had no influence, but each of
us had at least as much influence as the little Syrian maid
who was_the means of Naaman's cleansing. Let us search
out some poar drunkard, and attach ourselves to lum, watch-

ing over him by day and night, and never leaving him till we ,

had been the means of his salvation. Or, if we knew some
family that did not go to church, let us keep visiting that
family and working with its members, till we succeed in get-
ting them to attend church regularly. Thus would the com-
g year be a most fruitful and most biessed one.”

If all the members of the Presbyterian Church-in
Canada did as the venerable Doctor urged, the
church would be easily governed. There would be
no time for clerical evictions, vacancies two years
long and kindred evils. A direct effort on the part
of the membership to be the instrumeént in saving
souls, would make a revolution ‘'in' the church within
a year. '

— -

UNION PROHIBITION CONVENTION.

M HOSE who wrought so hard:to make the plebis-

site a success and the signal victory it was,
are, we are glad to see, like wise generals, going to
lose.no time ia following up and turning to the best

practical account the advantagé gained.” Those who'

have been loudly proclaiming that the pleYiscite

would amount to nothing and have no practical re-’
sult, are ignurant of the strength and dowuright earn-

estness of those whe have: led-the temperance hosts
to victery, and will prove false ‘prophets.’ Politi-

cians of whatever party they may be, who have been’

willing to use the plebiscite only as a blind, or a ruse

.

{Jan. 24th,. 1894.. !

simply to gain time, hopin that the enthusiasm on
the subject would prove tobe only one of those
spasms of virtue which periodically come upon weak
but philanthropic individuals, will .get undeceived,
gr&dually it may be, but yet thoroughly. If it has
not yet- got settled in their convictions that those

‘who voted for. prohibition and-wrought for it meant

business and not simply a display of temperancc fire-
works, thé sooner they realize their mistake the. bet-
ter. If they cannot learn thislesson, they will simply
be pushed aside; brushed out of the way, and the
great movment will go on. It was never so hopeful
as now. The plebiscite vote-has helped it-immense-
ly ; it has giveniit.a. momentum that nothing can
withstand if only the leaders of the prohibition cause
are united; firm and wise, Many will now be will-
ing to join the cause, seeing it is-likely to be a win-
ning one, whose convictions upon the subject ars
not strong, deep and immovable, but affected by the
popularity or unpopularity of any public question.
There will be danger from this class of adheérents in
the ranks of the temperarice organizations of the
country, and in the councils of conventions. Thése
are'the men who will be willing to compromise, to be
conteat with less than the full and legitimate fruits
of victory, or to delay. Beware of them, -

No better step could have been taken whereby
to secure the results of the victory for prohihi-
tion that has been gained, than the one which has
been adcpted, This is the calling of another
convention ‘of all the friends of prohibition,
such as that which was held in this city in Oc-
tober Jast, which by its numbers, by its enthusiasm,
by its unity of seritiment, by its spirit and determina.
tion to work was, as we then said, a promise and
prophecy of success. This second convention is, like
the last, to be a “general. Provincial Conventior _..
friends of temperance and prohibition.” It is called
for Tuesday, February 6th, to meet in the Horticul-
tural Pavilion of this, city, at half-past nine a.m.
Very wisely the most liberal arrangements have
been made for securing and inviting delegates from
all kinds of organizations that may be naturally
expected-to be friendly to temperance and prohibi-
tion, whether distinctively temperance or not, such as

-churches; Young Men's Christian. Associations, °

Young People’s Societies of Christian Endeavor and
similar societies. Railway companies- will carry
delegates to and from the convention- tor .one fare by
observing certain spécified conditions. The call for
the convention is signed by John J. Maclaren; chair-
man of the Alliance Executive, and by:the heads.<of
all or nearly all the temperance -organizations-of
the Province. - - ’ - '
Every friend of right who may recsive this “call
is earnestly urged to use his influence to make- the
coming convention'a success. -Officers of all socie-
ties are requested to bring the matter -before :their.

‘respective organizations ; pastors aré requested to

lay it before their congregations; all these bodies
are earnestly requested to appoint delegates to the
convention on the basis hereinafter set forth ; riews-
paper editors are respectfully requested to give it
as much publicity as possible.

The plan of representation is as follows:—
Every church and society to be entitled to two
representatives, and each church or society having
more than fifty members, to be entitled to an ad-
ditional delegate for each fifty or fractional part of
fifty after the full fifty members.. -

The following organizations are to be entitled
to representation on the basis pamed :—

Branches of the W.C.T.U., Divisions of Sons of
Temperance,. Lodges of the LO.G.T., Councils of.the
R.T. of T, Branches of the League of the Cross,
Prohibition Clubs, any other prohibition or tem-
perance organizations, Church Congregations,Young
Men’sChristian Associations, Salvation Army.Corps,
Societies of Christian Endeavor, Epworth Leagues,
Bragches.of St. Andrew'sBrotherhood,Eaptist Young
People’s. Unions, any other young: people’s .asso-
ciations in connection with church work ; the Pro-
vincial Officers and EXkecutive Committee of the:
Ontario Branch -of the Dominion Alliance, the:
-Chairman and.Secretary of, each  County, Riding,
or-City-Plebiscite, Committee; and, the .chairman; of
the committee for cach.municipality. or-'Ward,.to.be
also members .of the convention.. . B X

We:are.glad. to do our: share -directly- in. this
good work, in-addition-to what we 2im at, that the

. whaole tone, and iofluer~z of this.paper shall be ‘un:

Jmistakably in.theline oftemperance and legal prohi-
‘bition.. Let the leaders of this. most beneficent
-movement, so fraught,with, untold, social, civil and-

. xeligious: blessings to:the Dominion only -comg. be.

. fore_this, convention: unitedly; with a well defineg

policy:and line of:action and the reward:of the- vic.
tory -gained cannot be uncertain or long delayed.
. : . ’ s . . . .
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