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Commissioners were heard from the session and con-
gregation, each of whom spoke in high terms of the
esteem tn which Mr. Ball was held, of his ability and
uscfulness as a pastor, of the prosperity of the con-
gregation since he came to it, and of the good influ-
ence excrcised by himself and M:s. Ball over the
young. After full and careful deliberation the Pres-
bytery came to the resolution that they were urder the
necessity to accede to Mi. Ball's own earnest request
although they did so with great regret ; but neverthe-
less delayed final action till next ordinary meeting. The
Presbytery next proceeded to consider the resignation
by Mr. Bryant of his pastoral oversight of the congrega-
tions of Glenallan and Hollin. Mzr. Bryant and com-
missioners were heard. After reasonming, in the
course of which testimony was borne to the zeal and
efficiency of Mr. Bryant by the membery of the court,
and some went 50 far as to propose that he be con-
tinued 1n his present charge, 1t was agreed that, with-
out expressing any opinion as to his reasoas, but at
the same time expressing regret at parting with their
brother, they accept his resignation. Mr. Fisher was
appointed to preach the pulpit vacant on the 29:hinst.,
and Mr. Middlemiss, Moderator of Session, during
the vacancy. A petition was presented from the con-
gregauon of Hespeler asking that the portion of Mr.
Haigh’s services now given to Prestun should be
transferred to Hespeler so that they might have even-
ing service, and promising $200 1n addiion to the
salary they already pay. The Presbytery then
adjourned.

PRESBYTERY OF BARRIE.—This Presbytery met at
Baimrie on Tuesday, the 26th September. Present,
mineteen ministers and tweive elders. The Rev. Mr.
McPherson, of Dunkeld, a member of the Colonial
Committee of the Free Church of Scotland, was pres-
ent and invited to sit with the Presbytery, as was also
Rev. Mr. Crombue, {formerly of the China Inland Mis-
sion. Mr. McPherson presented a commission au-
thorizing him to present the fraternal greetings of his
Commuttee, and to gather dunng his wvisit to this
couatry such information as nugh: be serviceable 0
it. The clerk was directed to notify treasurers of
the rule in the Book of Forms to provide for payment
of expenses of ministers and elders in attendance
upon the Church Courts. A report was presented
from Bracebridge that steps were being taken for the
erection of a manse. The Presbytery cordially agreed
to authorize Rev. A. Findlay to solicit aid from friends
of the Church, and to adopt measures for securing
contnibutions from the congregations of the bounds.
The affairs of the Tecumseth and Adjala congrega-
tions were considered. The supply of the pulpit vaas
left with the Session, and the Moderator empowered
to moderate in a call when desired. There were nu-
merous reports read in connection with the Home Mis.-
sion work of the Presbytery, showing the condition of
the vacant congregations and mission stations, the
work done by missionaries during summer, and var-
ious appointments fulfilled by members of Pres-
bytcry in the mission fields. The Rev. Mr. McPher-
son expressed his interest in the Presbytery's work,
and on withdrawing received its thanks and good
wishes conveyed by the Moderator. Petitions were
received from the Minesing stations for the ordination
of Mr. John Geddes, who as a licentiate has been
labouring among them for the past nine months. It
was agreed to grant the petitions, and to meet at
Minesing on Wednesday, 11th October, for the tnals
and examipation of Mr. Geddes, and for his ordina-
tion, should the trial be sustained. Mr. Leiper was
appointed to presice, Mr. Craw to preach, and Messis.
Rodgers and Gray to address the newly ordained
missionary and the congregation respective’.  The
grants to be asked from the Home Mission Committee
were agreed oo. It was resolved to divide the super-
wvision of the Muskoka and Parry Sound Mission dis-
tncts between two ordained missiobanes, to be pro-
cured for Maganetawan and Huntsville groups, and
o ask $200 tor each of the nussionaries for this labour ;
also to invite Rev. E. W, Panton to take charge of
Huntswille, and Rev. J. Jamieson, who has laboured
for two summers with acceptance in Magaaetawan to
remain there. It was agreed to abtain ordained mis-
sionanes for Waubaushene and Parry Sound, and to
accept the services of Rev. Messrs. Crombie and
Stevenson, with the sanction of the Home Mission
Committee. On report of a Comnuttee of Missions
among lumbermen 1t was resolved 10 conuinue the
work begun last w.nter. The clerk was directed to
cesuty to their respective colieges sixiecn students

who were engaged in mission work dunng summer.
Mr. George Wood, of Mecunoma, was received as a
student with a view to the ministry of the Church.
Three months’ leave irom his pulpit was given to the
clerk, and arrangements made for doing his Presby
tery work 1n his absence,.—R. MOODIE, Pres. Clerk.
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FESUS BLFORE PIL ITE.

Gornes Text.—* He is dopised and rejected of
men.’—Isa. §3. 3.

Timg, - Early moming of the day of crucitiaon,

PrLack. Jetusalem; in the judgment hall of Pontws
Pilate, Roman Governor of Judea.

PakaLikt.—Matt, 27: 1, 2, 11-26; Luke 23: 1-25;
John 18:28-30; 19 . 1.

Notesand Comments.—Ver. 1. ** In the morning:”
the nudnight meeting, as we noted, was trregular. Luke
records this mccung more fully.  The counail passed sen-
tence of death on Jesus, but was powerless to execute 1,
being sulject 1o the Romans, who reserved to themselves
the nght 1o inflict the death penalty ; otherwise, Jesus would
have sutiesed the Jewssh form of death—stoniog ; but He
was to be ctucitied as predicted—-Ch. 10: 33, 34. ** Pilate.”
the procuratur ; the siath in that ofice, his duties were,
prnctpally, to collect the revenues, and, 1n centain cases,
+0 adminmster justice; ke was a cold, cruel man, see Luke
13. 1 ; after repeated complaints by the Jews to Kome, he
was deposed, banwshed, and 1s said to have committed
suitiue ; s pant an the death of Chist 1s menuioned by the
histonan ‘Facitus.

Ver. 2. **Asked Him:” thete was 1 private examination,
the members of the Sanhedrnim would not, as we learn from
John, enter the judgment hall, **that they might not be
defiled, but mught cat the passover.” Rev. and they were
intent on murder, the hypocriical formainsts.  ** The king
of the Jews.” the finst accusation ; that of blasphemy tul-
lowed. The Jews wanted to prove jesus a political ciminal.

“Thou sayest :" t.e., *“*yes"—a strong affirmation. It is
evident that Pilaic did not think there was any danger 1o
the Kowman power 1a the spuntual kingdom which Chust
claimed, ot he would aut have been teady to say, I nncan
1lin no fault.™

Ver. 3. This sayiag of Pilate only the more deeply stirred
the maligmty of Chint's enemnces, and they heaped accusa-
tion upon accusation to force, if posuble, a condemnatton,
The last clause in this verse 1s omutted by REv.; but Jesus
was cvidenily silsnt, as the neat verse shows.

Ver. 4. **Answerest Thou nothing?:" Pilate could not
understand how one charged with crimes, the punishment of
wh:ch way death—sedition and treasen (sec Luke 13: 1-5)—
could tewpain silent.  ‘*Wiiness agamst Thee:” Rev.,

*“accuse Thee of.”

Ver. 5. Sull no answer ; the patient silence of Jesus s
not the least wondeiful part of His sutiening.  ** Marvelled ;'
he was convinced that Jesus was inauocent, and he under-
stoad the action of the Jews (ver. 10). The silence of our
Lord conunued uatil just before the inal decision—John 19 :
10, 11.  Christ 1s now scnt to Herod, examioed, mocked,
aed sent back to Pilate—Luke 23: 6-11.

Ver. 6. ** At that feast—relcasced—one prisoner :™ no
notice of this custom 1s found outside the Evangelsts, but
the custom of releasing prisuners at seasons of 1cjuicing s
a very ancient one, and 1s contiaued 10 many countrics to
this day. Probably it had been granted here from the
desite of the Romans to concihate a vanquished, turbulent
people.

Vers. 7,8, ** Barabbas:” lit. **father's son,” a common
Hebrew name. perhaps, as Sengel says, ** longed for, loved,
spoiled by his facher.” ** Insurrecticn--murder:” these
were the cimes of Barabbas—Matt. 26 : 10; Lake 23 : 23.
It appears that the fust suggestion of releasing a prisoner
came from Pilate—]Joho 18: 19, he proposed to telease
Jesus.  ** Desite him to do:" atis evident, we think, that
here came from the mob the first cry for Barabbas—Luke
23 : 18, as a pohitical prisoncr they would be favourable to
him, however black his cimes.

Vers. 8, 9. The chartacter of Pilate 1s apparent 1o thus
scene—cold, sceptical, cruel, knowing the ught thing to do,
and yet willing 10 do the wrong, as he had no padticular
fcchings 1o the matter, and 1t was an casy way of gratfying
the Jews ; not weak in the way of carrying ut his purpose
when he had formed one, but weak 10 making expediency
the rule of his activns ; crooked and cunning as men of ex-
pediency are ; blunder. g 2s they are somciimes sute to do,
he placed Jesus, uncus lemned, guililess, as he hnew full
well, on a level with a t..ardercr, and so gave tac mob, in-
aited thereto by the priests, an opporiunity of demanding
Batabbas, and sending Jesus to death; he had coszscience
enough to make him unwilling to cummit 1justice, but aot
courage or pnnciple enough to face danger or odiam for the
sake of justice.

Ver. 10, **Knew that for cavy :” Dilate was shiewd
enough to see that ; doubtless he had heard of Jesus and of
his populanty, and fully undesstood that the chief priests
and scribes would be glad to get a man so Langerous to ther
1fluence among the people out of the way.

er. 11, Here probably Pilate reczived the message
from his wife—Matt. 27 : 19, while waiting for the decision
of the people; 10 the meantime the chisf priests had strred
them up to demand Barabbas, appeating to their prejudices
and passions as Jews.

Ver. 12. ** What will ye¢ :” Pilate was annoyed at being
overreached in his proposal to liberate Jesoy, and there isa
contemptuoss tone in his question, possibly he thooght that
the popularity of Jesus would causc the crowd to ask for

Hus release also, which, in the arcumstances, Pilate would
likely have grauied, in additivp ‘o that of Barabbas.

Vers, 13, 14, 1€ 50, he was svon undeceived, {or the cry
was instead, ** Cru~fy Him ." tke release that should have
been for Jesus, they demanded for Barabbas, while the
punishment the murderer had incuiied they would mete out
to the innocent one.  ** What eval ' three times Pilate put
this question, showing clearly hus conviction of the innocence
of the accused, but that, and the proposal to scourge Jesus
and let Him go, showed also the absence o moral cuurage
in the judge. The only answer is a more violent shout,
* Cruafy Hun ;' the mob had becowme violent, and Pilate
feared a tumalt, he, thetefore, now takes water, washes his
hands — Matt. 27. 23, to show by that symbolical action
tha! his judgment acquitted Jesus, and that the responsibility
of the deed rested upon the Jews, eapressive cnough to
them, but a miserable subterfuge so far as he personally was
concerned—Gal. 6: 3.

Ver. 135, Piate willing - REV., * wishing ;" his prin.
cipal desire now was to appease the tumult, that could only
be done by giving up Jesus to becrucified, and so he did w.
s Scourged 1him " scourging was usually nflicted before
cruutiaton.  Roman scoutging was a fearful punishment.
It was retanbutive justice that the fall of Pilate was due to
the accusations of these very men.

HINTS TO TEACUHERS.

Prefatory.—The teacher should get into his mind the
order of events, as covered by this lesson ; it will pay to do so.

Topical Analysis.—(1) The examination before Pi-
late (vers. 1-5). {2) The offer of release (6-10). (3) The
cry (or Barabbas (vers. 11.14).  (4) Deliveted up (ver. 15).

Ua the sirst topic hitle nced be said, the same thouphts
are here which appeared in the last lesson —the bitter batred
of the chief pricsts, and the silence of Jesus—but there is
one thought that may be dwelt upon—the Lingskip of CArst.
He declared that He was a kiog; bring out thecharacter of
His rule, the spintuality of His hingdom ; who are tis sub-
jects ; the reward of the loyal and the fate of the disobe-
dient, and leave it wath your scholars to see if they are of
the kingdom—that hinpdom which is righte-usaess, peace
and oy in the Holy Ghost.

On the second topic we see how a heathen ruler bore testi-
mony to the nghteousness of Jesus, so Herod, so Judas, so
Pilate’s wife; while His own countrymen, the officers of
religion, accused m falsely and svught His death, Pilate
declates that He is tnnocent, aad cndeavours to release
Him. Spotless, holy, undefiled, the Lamb of God was led
to a cruel death.

On the ¢hird topic we can show how the choice of Bar-
ablas by the mub, incited thereto by the clief priests, proved
the hollowness and insincerity of their accusation against
Jesus. They had accused the Saviour of treason, and yet
they chose before Him one who had bezen taken in insur-
rection—2a red-handed murderer.  To the crowd Barabbas
was a tatriut, but the real patsiot, He who alone could have
saved s country from the horrots that came upon it, was
He for whose blood they were clamouring.  Soto-day, men
mistake appearances for realny, reject the true and choose
the counterfeit ; are taken up with what are calied **hiberal”
views of religion, when they are really the things that are
opposed to and would destroy religion altogether. Point
out, further, that there 1s & rejection of Christ and a choice
of Barablas tu-day, a deliberate refusing the good and seck-
ing the evil; Barabbas represents the world, its guilt and
crnmes; and those who love the world better than Christ,
refuse to receive Him for the Lord of their hearts, are acting
again the part of those murderous Jews. Christ or Bar.
abbas. Which?

Oa the fourth topic. the action of Pilate is the point
no:ice. Convinced of the innocence of Jesus, haviog de-
clared that conviction agatn and again, he yet, * to content
tte people,” deliveted up Jesus to their hatred and cruclty,
an act as base as 1t was cowardly. lie had not hesitated on
other occasions to enforce his wishes at the point of the
swotd, but now, when only the life of one whom even He
felt was honourable and excellcnt, wasat stake, he delivered
him up to please the people, another instarce of how one
sin prepares the way and leads on to another. Cruel and
tyrantacal 1o bis government, oppressive almost beyond
endurance, he just threw the hife of Jesus to the multitude as
a sop to propitiate them; we wonder not that the carly
Chustians had legends of the restless, remorseful hife that
followed, to be closed by a suicidal death, and that 10 this
day therte is a tetror associated with a spot named after him
—a spot from which the timid and supersiitious tarn away
with trembling. Pilate had a grand opportunity of shewing
himself a fearless, uprighx judge; b fatled, miserably, and
his failure carried him down to depths of datkness forever.
There 1s a lesson we may teach here, it 15 that we may
sumeumes bz placed in positions of responsibility we cannot
escape, let us fulfil those responsibilities righteously, in the
feat of the Lord ; and, further, that we must pever s=ek
to propitiate wicked people into friendship for us by joiniog
with them, or allowing their wickedness.

Incidental Lessons.—Qa the firsf topic—That the
bound Jesus is to free the world from bondage.

That the voice of the once silent Jesus shall be heard in
the judgmeat of all.

On the third topic-~That those who make expediency the
tule of life will b= sure to fall into sio.

That the natural man will ever choose the false instead
of the true.

That the voicc of the people is mot always the voice of
God.
That it is possible still to join in thecry, **Crucify Him."”

On the fourtk topic—That he who can picvent sio and
does not, shates the condemnation.

The importance of decision of charactes.

That even an unprejudiced heathea could declare the
righteousness of Jesus.

Thatno good s cver gainad by a cralty course,

Main Lesson.—That the choice to-day is still Christ
or Baiabhas, and on that choire the greal fotare depends—
.\lalé. 6:24; 12:30; Matk S:38; Luke 7: 23; t Tam.
t: S,



