LITERARY DISCUSSIONS.

political tmportance by cities whose inhabitants
had alveady gained personal hberty and municipal
jurisdiction.  Frow local they now advanced to
ngtioarl freedons, and gnined a voics in the go-
vernment of tho state.
were thas changed,—laws were made for the ge-
neral good.—and the popular spirit thus became
an overwhelming rival ¢f the narrow prejudices of
the eristocracy.

Fourth,~Therecovery of liberty by the agri-
celtural population, by which an ircentive was
given to industry, and the fraits of his labour be-
cama the propesty of the labourer.

Fifth,—The introduction of expedients for the
ragular and equal administration of justice, by
abolishing the right of private warfure, the form of
teial by combat, and by authorising ths right of
appeal from the Barors to the Sovercign.

Sizth,—The assistance afivrded to the im-
provement in iurisprudence by the forms and
enaxims of the cuuoa law.

Serenth,--"The renewal of the knowledge and
study of the Roman lw.

Eightlh,—~The improvement iz manners by the
iastitution of chivalry, introduced amonyg the no-
bles.

Ninth and tenth,—"The progress of literature
and science, and the spread of commerce.

The geowth of kingdoms in power and weaith,
and the formation of political constitutions in na-
tions, were the natural efiects of these causes—
bat to dwell on their gradual developement is un-
necessary for our present purpose.

In an elaborute speech of Mr. L. Tupper, on
this question, that gentleman reviewed the condi-
tion of Rome and her provinces immediately pre-
vions te the invasion, and argred that the Roman
people, patrician and picbeian, and their subjects
in other portions of their domisions, had sunk to
that degree of vice--of mioral degradation, when
it was impossible that the apirit of ¢ reform™
could be engendercd in any breast,—aud that the
barbarians brought with thein *¢ a germ’” that bas
since expanded m the present high degree of re-
fiaoinent and discovery.

This was met by Mr. — Donovan, and othars,

‘I'he objects of legistation

who argecd that the barbarians, so fur from bene- !
fiting the human race by theis invasion, bronght :
only desolation on Furope und dest:uction to its!
inhabitants, which it was impossible to cull by |
any other name than a griev calamity,—that
the Roman people would have reformed,—thai :
the Christian religion, cven immediately previous

to the invasion, had gained the voice of the senate

i its favour, aud that this fact wasa <treng preof
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of their argument ;—also, that ¢ the geruy’ did
not expand into any attempt at good oider snd
government for four centuries after tie invasion
had ciosed, svhen the bavbarians had sunk to a de-
gree of degradation quite equal to that of the Ro-
mans, and te a state of jgnorance fuar beneath
them. The circumstances of the invasion were
also strongly deseribed, in o1der to how that no-
thing could exceed its horrors, and that it was
p:eposterous to mention the benefits ot the event
in compmison with its miseries.

Iagree with the latter'side of the question, ujpen
these grounds : that the civilization which succeed-
ed the invasion, did not appear till such « length
of time had elapsed, that it disproves the idea of’
the barbarians having drought its germ with
them ,—1hat the causes which contiibuted to thix
event were in no way peculiarly connected with
the moral or intellectual character of the barba-
rians, but that these causes would hove eoxisted,
and uititnately produced similar good efiects, had
the barbarian hordes remained in their native
countiies.

Buwing four centuries succeeding the invasion,
so far fiom there being any symptomns of improve-
ment in the moral character of mankind, fram
which we might argue a gradual improvement,
the close of that time is unentioned as the period
when the human race had degenerated 1o its most
degraded condition. A good tree will not bring
forth evil fruit, not more than an evil one wiil
nroduce good fiuit,—ard we shall have some dif-
ficelty in ascribing all this evil to a good ger.
\Wkat could this germ have been—this good germ,
which so singularly slept in the bosoms of ruth-
iess savages, prompted by the desire of plunder
to ransack Europe, and put its inhabitaxnts to ths
sword? It was their moral digeity or their bra-
very, perhaps,—perhaps,’ their unsophisticate:l
manaers, their love of sdventure, their inflexibio
virtae, their love of ficedom 2 All these, except
their viriue, of which we can discern hitle, though
it has been asseited for them, we may adwit.
Their freedom they brought ¢ fudl blewn' —
thut could not have been the germ ¢ the fove of
freedom is natural to all men in a state of nature,
and 1his predominant quality lauguished, afierthe
invasion, Uil the people were in a state of servi-
tude, and freedom flourished only among the no-
bies. Their woral dignity was torn from the
peagle, and added to the nobles, who spent their
time in continual warfure among themse!s es,—
their unsophisticated manners were nct, certainly,
the lizeatiousaess of the Remans, byt exhibited o
Loree barbarity mvye destructve, thongh not sv



