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RELIGIOUS AND LITHIRARY

JOVRNAL,

adulttics, fornications, rapes, and other great enon
mitics that have happened In thattime, were divided

lplhcm have been the fssnes & prow
duct of excessive drinking, or of tavern and aleshousy

0 THE NANNER IN WRICH CHILDREN suoutn sk|was leaving the body, must havo boes in the exr of
TAUGHT. her fathor a dismal foreboding sound.

The tnstruction of children should be degun in very| **1 was present,’ soid a worthy minister of the|into five pans, 4 0
early age. gospel, on an occasion which introduced this subject,

Very young childrea are capablo of loarning many
thiugs of incalculable importance to themselves. All
paronts agpenr to mo to labour under scrious mis-
takes with regard to tho subject; and begin to teuch
thoir children many things, at least at a Iater poriod
than that in which thoy would advantageously begin
to reccive thera.  Tho infant mind opens fastor than
o are apt to bo aware. This is tho truo reason
why vor{ young childrzn aro almost always thought
peculiarly bright and promising. Wo customarily
attnibute this opinion to parental fondness; in some
degroea, perhaps, justly ; but it arises extensively from
the fact, that the intellect of little chiklrea cutruus
in its progress our utinostexpectations: tho goodness
of God mtending, I suppose, to provide by this con-
stitution of things tho mneaus of recoiving the instruc-

tion sn indispensablo to children at that period.  Of

this advantago overy parcut should carefully avail
himeclf. At tho samo time ho should romemover
that thisis the scason for making lasung impressions.
~~T'he infant inind lays strong hold of overy thin
which it is tangnt. Both its undertanding and af-
fections are thon unoccupied. The affections are
then, also, remarkably susgoptible, tender, and vigo-
roos.—Every person knows the peeaharly impres-
sivo powor of novelty.  On the infant nind every
tlung is powerfully impressed, because every thing s
now. l!'rom thesc causes is derived that remarka-
ble fact, so comtnonly observed, that early impres-
sions influence the churactor and the hfo beyond ali
others ; and remamn strong and vivid after most o-
those aro worn aswvay.

From theseremarks mustbe scen, with irresisti-
bleevidence, theunmeuse inportance of scizing this
happy period to inake religious unpressions on the
miuds of our offspring. o who loses this season,
isa hushandman who wastes the spring s 1dleness,
and sows in midsummer. How can such a man ra-
tionally expecta crop. To tho efforts of the parent,
at tins period, the professed 1ustracter 1s bound to
add bis own. ‘The instructer who in a school, «
colloge, or a university, does not employ the oppor-
tugitios which ho enjoys, of making religious impres-
sions on tho minds of s pupls, neglects a prime
part of his duty; and so far wraps Ius talent ina
aapkio, and buries it in the earth.

2. Childrenshould be gradually instructed,

Knowledge plamly should be communicated in
that Erogresswe course, iv wiich the mind 1s most
capable of receaving it.  The first thing which chil-
drep attain aro words, and facts.  To these succeed,
after no greatinterval, plain doctrines and precepts.
As they advanco 1 years and vnderstanding, they
gradually comprehend, and thereforo relsh, doc-
trines of a more complicated and diflicult nature.
This order of things, being inwrought in the consu-
tion of the humau ind, should be exactly followed.
When it is counteracted, or forgotten, thetask of in-
straction will eve: be dificult; and tho progress of
the pupil slow and discouraging. A loose aud genc-
ral attention tothis zrzat rule of instruction scems
to have prevailed in mostenhghtened countries, but
a far less accurate onc than its importance desorves.

Among the facts and dactrines suited to the early
mind, none are imbihed with more readincss, or fast-
ened upon with mcre strength, thau the cxistence,
presence, perfections, and providence, uf God ; the

“creation of all things by lus power; its own ac-
countablesess to m ; and the immense importance
ofhis favour, and, thercfore, of acting in such a
mapger as to obtain his approbation. These things,
then, togethor with such as are iascparably connect-
ed with them, should, without fail, be always taught
at the dawn of the understanding.

—-—
FEARFUL REBUKE.

The following affecting cvent is recorded by one
wha has been called to resiga his ministry, and to
egterupon his evérlasting restin the morning of life.
The truth of it is aftested by such evidence as to
Iéave no room for doubt. lrt is another awful re-
praof to thoso parents who dopsive their ehildren of
the means of grace, aad who cadeavour tv baaish
from them gv?sry serous feoling. Thatfastsentonco

* I was prescot whero an iustance of this kind mado
a painful aud indelible impression op my memory.

town of » had beon decply affected by & rense
of hor spiritual danger. Sho was the only child of
a fond and affectionate Pnrem. The decp impres-
sion which accompanied hor discovery of guilt and
depravity, awakeued all the joalousies 5 tho fachor.
tlo droaded tho loss of that sprightlincss and vivaci-
l{ which constituted the life of his domeostic circlc.
Ho was startled by tho answers his questions clici-
ted ; while he foresaw an encronchment on the lu¢h-
erto unbroken tranquility of a deccived heart. Ef-
forts were madc to remiove the causo of disquietudo:
but they wero surh efforts as unsancufed wisdom
diwected.  The Bible, at last—O, how httle may a
parent know the far reaching of the deed, when he
snatcehos tho word of life from the hand of a el !
—the Biblo, and other books of religivn, were snatch-
ed from her pussession. aud their place was supplied
by works of fiction. An excursivn of pleasure was
proposed, and declincd. An offer of gayer amuse-
went shared the same fate. Promises, remonstran-
ces, and threateuings, followed. But the father'.
wiatuated persevecence at last brought compliance.
Alas, how hittle may a parentbe aware that ho is
decking his offspring with the fillets of death, and
leading to tho aacrifice lihe a follower of Moluch!
"The end was wccowplished.  All thoughts of picty,
and all concern for the immortal future, vanished

together.  But O, how, in less than a year. was tho
gaudy dcccqlinn explodoa! ‘The fascinating and
gay L—— M—— was

rostrated by a fever that
bade defiance to mcdicn‘ skill. ‘The approach of
death was uoequivocal ; and tho countenance of
every attendant fell, a. if they bad heard the flight
of his arrow, I sce, even now, that look directed
to tho father, by the dying martyr of folly. The
lazing eye was dim in hopelessness; and yet thero
seemed a sonzething ia its oxpiring rays that told
reproof, and tenderness, and terror in the samc
glance.  And that voico--its tone was decided, but
sepulchral stdl.—* My father! last year I would
have sought the Redcomer.—Father~yaur child is’
——Eteruny heard the remeinder of t{xo sentence
for it was not uttered in time. The wretched sur-
vivor now saw before him tho frust of a disorder,
whose seeds had bcen sown when bis delighted
look followed the steps of his idol in the maze of a
dance. O, how often, when 1 bave witnessed the
earthly wisdom of a parent bLanishiug tho thoughts
of ctornity, have I dwelt on that expression, which
sectoed the last reflection from a season of departed
hope, * Last year I would bave sought the Rodeem-
er!"”

'-—m-—
EXERCISE,
Persons whose hslits are scdentary, deceive them-
selves into a beb-] that wmereZphysical exercise will
preserve health ; and accordingly take daily walks
for that purpose, while the current of their thoughts
remains unchanged. This we conceive to be u radical
error. The only exercise that can produce a really
bereficial result, is that which breaks up tho train
of ideas, and diverts them into new and vanous chaan-
nels.  An eminent writer has said, that 1t ought tobe
the endeavour of every man to derive his reflections
from the objects about him; for it is to no purpore
than he alters his position, if his astention eontinues
fixed to the same point. This is nodoubt true; and
and in order to the attainment of any adrvantage by
by exercise, especiaily walking, the mind should be
kept open to the access of every new idea, and so fur
disengnged from the predominanee of any particular
thoughts as easily to dccommodate itself ta the en-
tertainmens which may be drawn from surrouading eb-

jeets.
e 4
DRUNKENNESS,

Lord Chief Justice dale, nearly two eenturies ago,
remarked~—% The places of judication which I have
long held in this kingdom, have given mo an oppar.
tunity to observe the origins! cause of most of the
enormities that have been committed for tho space of
nearly twenty years; and by a due observation I

which the dying youth B¥gan‘to utter ag hot wpirit

An accomplished and amiable young woman, in the [P

mectings.” Judge Rush,in n chargeto a Pennsylvaniy
Grand Jury, ncariy echoes thus —* I declure, in this
ublic manner, and with the most solemn regard to
truth, that I do not recollect an instance, since my
being concerned in the ndministration of justice, ofst
single person being put apon his trnnl for mansiaughe
ter, which did not vriginato in druukenness ; and boe
few instances of trinls for murder, where the crime
did not spring from the same unhappy causc.”
(il

Anzcvore or R. Rooxws.—This puritan divine
was styled the Enoch of his day. Bishop Kennoty
said u?him that England lmrdl’y ever brought forth
a man who walked more closely with God. He
was always remarkable for gravity aud seriousmess
m cumpany. Boing once addresscd by a gentle-
man of rank, * Mr. Rogers, U like you and your
company well enough, but you are too precise.”
« O, sir,” replicd Mr. Rugors, “1sorve 3 precise
God!"

il

Loxc Lire.—Inoverycame the charactorsstam
ed ou buman lifo are brevity and uncertainty. To
live to purpose is to live long ; and thoir wotives are
uonerringly known who porish inthe cominencomonty
of a carcer w which the mehioration of buman pa~
ture is the object.

Divine grace touches ull the powers and move-
wments of the soul.  Love and hatred, hope and fear,
desire and aversion, joy and gricf, are the springs and
wheels which it influcnces, rectifies, and governs,

One of the persccuted Reformers had these worde
for his mhotto, * A good conscience is a paradise~
fle who has this paradise should highly value and
diligendly keep it. Sin once adwitted and induiged, is
will soon blast its blooms, fill i with briars and thorns,
and make it a howling wilderness.

He who circulates base coin, is as bad asthe coin-
or; and bo who retails slandor, as tue slanderer.

EXTRACTS
From the Fourth Annual R-port of the Board of
Managers of the Boston Prison Dizeipline Saciely.

THR INDIRECT INFLUENCE ©F THIS SOFIETY,

1'hs Society may have an wndirect influence in pro-
ductng smportant changes m the crims.al law.~1s has
been alrcady seen that there is roons for such changes;
and if it has been made so spparent, that every mind
iay s2¢ it, will not this have a tendency to produce
those changes which are obviously important ?

This Socicty shows the connexion between architees
ture and morals.—If there ure principles in architec.
ture, by the observance of which great moral chavgea
can be inore easily produced among the most abans
doned of our race, are n * these principles, with cer-
tain modifications, applienble to those persons who
are not yet lost to virtue, but prone to evil 7 Ifitis
found most salutary, to place very vicious men slone,
ut night, and give them opporiunities for thought,
without interruption, is not the priuciple napplicable
to others subjecs to like passions? If the old offend-
ers corrupt juvenile delinquents, in buildings so
constructed as to make it necessary to lodge them in
the same room, will not vicious youth of seventeen,
in similar apartments, corrupt innocent boys of eight
or nine. If a night room, in a prison containing ten
or twenty convicts, presents to an invisible, spirig
profaneness, obscenity, histories of past and desigas
for future onschicf, and gencrally contagion in sin,
what will be presented to the same spirit, in a night
room, occupied by five or six unruly apprentices?
If females, in prison, crowded together in a yoou as
night, and left to themselves, dishonor thieir name, is
there no tendency to a similar result amorg fuctory
girls, lodged in the same manner? If in a house of
refugo for juvenile delinquents great changes arc pro-
duced, in a few months, for the better, in conses
quence of breakin ur the evil association betwecea
vicious youth, and placing them alone,in solitude
and silence, eight hours in twenty-four ; is there no
daager that youth of like passions, in sintilar numbers,
for the same lepgih of time, if placed scverslioa
room, nad left to themselves, will corrupt good mane
uers'by evil communications? If a youth of seven
‘teen, while confitied in & roora with two and twenty

have fovad that if the murders snd manelaughters,
theburglarics aadycbberies, the riot and tumuits, !hc%



