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tells of the bookis that lie gyrad uially becaîîîe ac(ltaiIited m itli, anid of the il'
fituence they have exerted utpoil bis tiniuîgiii and blis style. It is al cuirlous
list, begriîingiiý with Gjoldsîuithi, Cervantes ami Irving, aîîd enidiîîg witlî
Zola, lrollol)e, Hardy, and Tolstoi. The narrative is a very canldid oune,
aliost niaive iii its siîuiplicity and conifessicu of humble r-,souirces. Viîe
author did îîot cultivatu literatuire 01n a 1ittle oatmneail but lie knew strait-
ened circuuuîstaîîces, and it speakis well for biis indoinitable, pluck thiat lie
trilIimpllied over thieni. lus grandf-ather bail begtin bis religiouis experience
as a Qualier anîd hiad eunled it as a fervent Mýethiodist, but bis fatiier becaînle

aSwedelilborgiauî, and wliat Mr. Ilowell's IJeisuasioii is the. Taîkur does, îîot
kuîow~. Ile is on the side of spirituality, hiowever, and is an ardent apostie
of altruisiii. Ini bis sixteexîth essay, t1ie Caunterbury Tales of Chiaucer fornt
lus text for a pluilippic agaiîist the lewd iii literatuire, wi I lie hiolds inubt
îîecessarily exercise a (lemioraliv.ing influencue on thoughit and tliereby uni
life. iMr. Ilowells wvritings are essenitizýlly I)rý and this ib sumiethiiig
tlîat, cannot, always be salid of the wvork of two of liis literary hieroe.s,
Zola anîd Tolstoi. ''iue aini of eachi is moral, aw! is that of Marie Corelli, -and
of the preachiers of special sermnons on the sins of great crities, whio illay be
puots, well-iiueliingl mdei, buit the end of thieir teacbing is often the very
reverse of thieir iunteuntion. Ilandling ilthi is always a risky businless.

The niaines of Austin, Stevenson, and I1owvells lead oneC to a îractieal
coisideration, iîainely, the vaille to a, preachier of a good prose style. 0f
course al exelen syle 111ay be uuîarred by bad dehivery, and 11<> eeaieOf
couumposition Nvill atonie for lack of thoughlt or the absence of a de voit tspIirit.
Biut îîowadays educatioui is s0 Nvidely diffused thiat eveni humble congrega-
tions are critical of literary bleiiîislies ini Uhc pulpit. T1lie fatal gift of fiu-
ency, wvhichi Nve iii Canada share wvitli our LUnited States bretlireîî, soiiietinie.,
at an early age, lias beu thîe grave of iiiany a yoing iuiister's proinise ofi
elc(tueice. Touîgue-tied plodders, by carefutl reading of masters of Eîls

adbyiiices.sait writing, iii the long run arsra thje ccuifideiitly fluenît,
as tie tortoise of thie fable outstripped the luare. lin thîe formation vi, a
style, the iiîiister to be should read anyitling but .ser3iolis, for Ili., ownl
style sliould be bis cwin, not Ci tlîrie's iior RobertsoWis, i3ece'suor Spuir-
geon'"s. lluxley popuilarizud agnlostie science by thîe charnt of his presexut
day diction, and a great part of Professor L)rtuîiiiîoid's success lies in ]lis
langu page. People will îîot listeuî long~ to diýicourses couchiei iin thue phrase-
olog1,Y of the Puritan divinies, and the îîîarvel is tlîat mnoderni theological
wvorkis, rivalliiig thîe works of tiiesE aîieiits in dryness anid infelicity of
expression, ever fiîîd a are.An liouir speîit ini reading Stevenisoi*s Wrill
of the milli and TIhle Treasuire of Francluard, coîîtained ii i s Merry Meni of


