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THE DECALOGUE IN RELATION TO THE
SERMON OXN THE MOUNT.

AN ADDRESS TO THE Y.M.C.A. OF McGILL COLLEGE BY THE
REV., PROF. SCRIMGER, D.D.

1 am asked to speak on the subject of
tho Decalogzue, as the central feature
of the O1d "Testunent or Mosnice legislt-
tion. in relation to the Scrmmon on the
Mount, the great New Lestament code

of morals, with more particular regarvd’

to the differences bhetween them.  Inas.
much as both these codes are usually
regarded as having  Divine authority,
those differences are apt to  occasion
some perplexity. Unless rightly under-
stood, the apporent antagonism hetween
the two, somectimes awakens the sus-
picion cither that God is not consistent
with Himself, or that Moses had noe
irue claim to speak in lis name. Ny
object will be to endeavor to set the
matter in its true light, and if possible
remove the perplexity.

Now, that there fs a difference, ad a
very important difference of some kind
hetween the Mosnie Inw on the onc
hand. and the standard gziven in the
Sermor on the Mount on the other
must be rully conceded. The language
of Christ plainly implies it. _ Again and
again in  Tlis scrmon He says: “XYe
have heard that it was said by them of
old timwe,” or rather, “to them of old
time,” as ihe Revised Version has it
“hut T say unto you,” so-and-so some-
thing very different. “Ye have heard
that it was said {o them of old time,
thou shalt not kill, and whoesoever shall
kill. shall be in danger of the judgment;
but I say unto you that everyone who
is angry with his Dbrother, shall be in
dangzer of the judgment.” “Ye have
heard that it was said, Thou shalt not
commit adultery; but I say unto you
tl:at cveryone that looketh on a woman
to lust after her, hath committed adui-

tery with her already in  his heart.”
“ Again, ye have heard that it was said
to them of old time, Thou shalt not for-
swear thyself, but shall perform unto
the Lord thine oatus (or as it might
better be rendered, ‘hine oaths in the
name of the Lord) : but I say unto you.
Swear not at all”  “Ye have heard
that it was said, An eye for an cxe and
a tooth for a tooth ; but I <ay unte you.
tesist not evil.” “Ye have heard that
it was said., Thou shalt love thy ncizh-
bor and hate thine encmy : but 1 say
unto you, leve your enecmiecs and pray
for them that persecute you.”

‘The same difference is involved in the
very passage in which e repudiates
any  hostility 1o the Old Testament
“19hink not that I i come to destrey
the Iaw or the prophets. I am not come
o destroy t to fulfil.” ‘This fultilling
iz sometimes explained as referring o
Iiis accomplishent of the types and pro-
phecies, or to Ilis perfect obadience o
e commands of the law. Put while
these things ave all true in themselves,
there seems to he no reference to them
anywhere in the Sermon on the Monunt
The reference is rather to {he fact that
e proposes fo lift the standard up 1w
a higher level all along the line. and
present a higher ideal of chavacter for
the attainment of ITis followers than
that which had previously prevailed.
The fact that He thinks it necessmy to
repudiate any  intention {o  destroy.
shows that Ie must already have said
much to create the impression of antag-
onism to Moses. That impression
deepened to the very end of Tis minis-
try, so that it virtually formed the
chavge which the Sanhedrim sought te



