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flot. enjoin them to give Iess sacrifice however. WThat lie asks is more mercy

Hence we find here no sanction for rela.xing our religîon*s ob)servances but

only anl exhortation to tlirowv greater life into them, and in addition to this

to let the spirit of justice and love governi ail our dealinigs with our fellow ienl

l'lie tendcncv toward this latter error wvas purhaps neyer mnore pronounced

th.-i at the present timie. Therv seemns to exist iii many quarters ail anti

pathy to ail existing religious institutions. A dispoi;ition to belittle doctrines.

crecds, prescrilbed fornis of worshipi and A positive olfigations. 1 do flot

refer ini infidels and agnostics. 1 speak of a class of nominal Christians.

Not a feir popular writurs liclong to this class, miuch of the lighter literature

of the day is satiiratcd %vith this idea and in consequenc-e is doing

untold iinischief amnong, immature and illb)alatnced miinds. Altogether

a considerable elenient of sorietv is l)ossessCd more or Iess with the

infatuation. It is, linwever,, icr the ilîost part confined to, persons ivhor

should he denominatcd "fec~'ratiier thau thinkers, who are wont «i

deterinie the articles of their creed ihv their <'refinced sensibilitics,- flot 1wv

<'thus saith the Lord -who know mnore of nuvels than they do of srripture

and whosc ideas of theok'gy are the vaguest imiagina ble.

Much is talked ab)out the essence and spirit of Christianiity. its moral

precepts are greatly admnired. It% founider is actually given precedence ta

l3uddha, Confuciuis, Zoroaster, etc., as a great teacher of truth. Ilie forrn

cdf his svstem, hoivever, is calmnly set aside. It is flot to hie thouglit of for a

moment. ht is quite b)cneath pursow: '-ith suchi profouind spiritual insight,

and capacity for dissnciating essentials and lion essentials, to bc bianipered by

positive enactiients. These are onlI the sctti ng in whicb trutîî i plared for

less cultured rninds.

Sonie relieve LemlV of anvytbing like formiaI worship, declaring thai

the bighest wvorship, man can give is to deal incrcifully %vith bhis fellow men.

Others miake profession <if grcaî reverence, adoration, and love, but whaî
mode of expressing it they adopt renmains a miistcry. AIl unite i &git

raptures over a gospel of "' hunmanitv - and underrating existing religinusý

organizations.

Before such, anl orator bias sîmplv tu talk about " lrothcrhiood," «' kind

îless." charity,- '%frcedoiii,' arid contrasi thesc with "sclolastir docTines'

and «lifeless forms -and lie is applaîided ini the eclîo.

There is a decided craviing Inr iliVs kind (if îlîing in, çertain quarters.

Fven ministers oif the gospel, 1 hiluisl ti? %av it, arc sacîmetimes found pandering
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