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A viewv of lier art %vould be imeiompillete
xvithout a gilance cast at lier philosophly.
She bas cloilhed %yithi the dress of fiction
what H-erbert Sp)encer bas put forth in
the: forni of abstract specculation. She is
imibued %vith the prevailing Eiiglish
IhIilosoplulical notions and is theri2tbre a
1înaniouniced evolutionisi. 1-er philosoffhy)
of life is consequently, gkc)%vngly optirniis-
tic, ~in kepig ith the evolutionary
be.lief that iman ivill rise to better thinis
on : the: stepping stonies of their dcad

selves.- H-er main phiilosophical idea is
that of fealty to race. It is brought aut in

alarticularly stron- ligh t in lier paemi
The Sixanish G> psy " and in the navel

of " Daniel Deranda." This tenet of race
fealty is one of the main planks ai the
evolutionary fflatforti. AU we bave, say
its supj)orters, lias corne ta us throtîgh the
race, and if we possess good we miust
return that gcod ta the source frani which
we hiave obtained it, by sacriflcing in-
dividual interests ta the connon weal.
Thus George Eliot makes the Spanish
Gypsy give Up lier luxurious homie and
bier noble betrothed husband in order ta
return ta the tents af her forefathiers and
ta aid ini re-est-ablish)ingi her trihe in its
former glory.

Tlo labilosoliler-, af this school, the
Cirianiil 40hory of self-sacrifice serus
Ihulty, ý,ince selfishness, say thev, is its

ctunting princîple. Tu themn this Cýhristian
self-sacrifice is a barter, and a one-sided
ane at that. Christians b>- their awn
confession do zocid and practise self-
abnegat:,on that they miay receive a far
--renter gond in rcturn. Th'le motive af
the evolutionisis as ptut forth in George
Eliat's books is anc in whichi selfishiness
plays no part ; gTaitude ta h race for
benefits received, and a desire ta further
its -adva-ncetient are the xwainsprings af
zlheir actions. This phileasaphy bins un-
doubtedly mnuchi in it that is beautiful
and noble, theoreticalUy considered, but
the veriest tyra ini the knowledge of
hiuniam nature k-nows howv utierly futile it
wvould be in practical lufe witb lbunanity
as it is. Evcn in the spectilative order it
isfar fromn being perfect, sim;ce in searching
for the source of good it stops short of
the truc First Cause, and contents itself
with doing, hornge ta nature and race,
wliich witli it can be but irrational ab-
stractians, since they have no arigin and
no intelligible ultirnate end. This wveak-

niess in evolutionary ruetapîh>'sics be-
cornes gla-riînglv appa),rent when an1 attemlpt
is muade to utilize tlien as the basis of a
moral code. Human nature in its fallen
ste chafes at restraint of any kind, and a
moral lawv ta be binding upon1 it, niust be
so sanctioned as to compiiel coniliance.
l'ie fair authoress herself by lier bold
deflance of the social code, gaPve the
strongefist, proof that when the existence of
sucli a sanction is disbelicved, Il ife self the
wavering balance shake it's rarely righit
adjtusted." 1-er %vorks biave a bigb morality
because ini thern she %vas iHlogical ; ber lufe
frorn the: Christian standpoint wvas a sad
falling away frami the moral code, for in it
she followed ont bier principles ta their
logical cansequences.

[arc-rialisrn in iiîatapbilysics nmust in-
evitably lead ta Epicurianisin of the rnost
sensual kiind in morais, if violence be not
done ta the lagical sequence ofîideas. l'le
a p -imTt dernanstration of this truth is nat
difficult. -Mari as lie now is, bas naturallv
inclinations and ap)petites that can be
satisfmed only at the expense ai the happi-
ness af others. Every Don juan mnust
have bis Haidee. Given, then, that the
moral law bias no sanction other thar. that
ai fcalty ta race, lite with the inajority of
nien becomies a mad race for pleasure in
which no regard is had for the rigbits af
others, sa lcng as individua-l gratification
is secured. A î>reacher who would aplucal
ta the ordirmarv mîîan ta tread the path af
rectitude out of gratitude ta the race,
would be laugbied ta sccrn by ail who
know augbrt of bumnan nature. No, if
Society is ta last, we miusr have prisons in
every anc of aur cihies, and if nien are Ilta
maove upu-ard workingr out the beasr,"
they must be artuated by a belief in a
life beyond the tornb where gaod shall be
rewarded and evil punislied.

Thîe a POsfC;iOri argument is equally
rivailable ta support this contention.
'Materialismn bas givenl birth ta i hie "art
af despair " and ta the tbomsand and one
vile productions af t'realisrn." And the
rnaterialistic artists who carried out their
princil)les ini their awn livc-s rirst drained
the cul) ofdegbradatian ta its very dregs and
then, miaddened by the draughit, eithier
raved wildly at existence or fell juta defi-
ant despair.

Byron in En-land and De M.Nusset in
France are Single instances af a general
truth. The hideousness of that portion
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