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QUANTITIES OF FIREWORRS

and keeping up a terrible racket with the
explosions.  You would almost think they
wutre having a battle with real guns: for
Chine is the best place in the world for
gutting five-crackers—none of your little
syuibs that make a noise like paper caps.
but great solid fellows that startle you al-
most out of your seuses if you are too near
vaen they go oit.  And it isn't the boys,
either, who are setting them off, but the
grown up Chinamen.  All over the land
thuy are setting them off’ to-night at their
kitchen doors, getting noisicer nud n-dsier
as the e\‘uning wears ot and some one i:)
cach family will stay up all night to heep
on firing them till daylight.  Indeed for
the Iast few days fiveworks have Leen
explding and harsh gongs sounding all
o erthe tonn, And what do yon think
it allmeans?  Welll when it ders mean
- th re, it means that they ave trying to
“hten away evil sprrits so that the new
r which begins to-morrow may he o
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HOW DIFFERLUNT

their way of seeking o happy new year is
frow yours @ staying up all night to scare
away evil spirits with the naise of fire-
erackers, - thar's the way Herdoit 5 while
wor more sensiidy, go to hed the Ilig]lt be-
fore amed wahen in the morning. fresh and
ey, ta jump mie the bie sleigh and
Qive up tawn to sowme cinreh to hear of
Him. who, when once admitted to any
oart wradaadly drives ont all the fear and
sia andl misery that may e tdere and
shinesan all the brightess of the Sun of
Rixhte usness.

3t the Chinese want o be happy., as
nureh sis we, and they sceh for happiness
s this censon o the ot way they ke
how, nat by shewning their love towad
the urest d tod. iy wlom by hve,
and wove, @ ud have their belz, bur by
showing their te vor for evil spirits tilling

carth and shy., whe, they believe, cmndo

more to Barm them than their gods can to
] vtect them,

O ves, they want to be happy : and to-
marrow will «o about calling on one an-
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other and wishing one another a very
happy New Year, just as you do at home.

By the way do any of you

KEMEMBER THE STORY

abuout China I once printed for you in =
yellow cover, with some Chinese charae-
terson the back ¢ Well, would you he-
lieve it, only this afternoon I saw those
very characters pasted up over the doors
of » number of Chinese houses. 1 won-
der if any of you remember what [ told
you the characters meant?  They veally
vepresent a single word,  which is pro-
nounced oo, as in the English word
“food.” It means marrNess: and the
idea of pasting it ap to-day is to wish
everyone who goes through the door a
vear of happiness.

Let us all work and pray for the time
when these stranze people will be made
willing t- enter the tine door to happiness
here and hereafter---ceven to entor thiough
Him who ¢illed Himsdf the Dacr. Dut
as it is they know nothing of Hiw, and
worse still don't particularly caveto know.

They little realize that He is =0 wear
them all the time, that they do nothing
without Hix knowledge. Why! last week,
as the year began to grow vary ld, in-
stead  of looking up to owr Heavenly
Father and confessing all the ~ins they
had commnitted thoagh the year, and
prayvivg for forgiveness in Jesus wune,
behevinmg that if they emfoss thelr sins
God ix jaihiuland just o forgive them
their sins——instend of deing this what do
you think they dud all over China?

SHALL 1 TELL vou ?

“hey gathered in their Ritchers on Tues-
day nizgdd, taovder, as they thought, to
send @ opaper god up to heaven through
the flaesin the stove T veport upon
everything gooiand fad that thev bad
done throughour the year : and as he was
burning they prayed  carnestiv, *"Now,
woul of the conking staves, be st gond god,
and teil only nice things about us "

In some cases they Tad a stutled  god.
to whom they thus prayed as they burnt
him : but in the most of cases they had



