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THE YOUNG SUICIDE.
DY 18AAC C. PRAY, IR,
A suMaten air—tho sun of heaven
Par mid the goldon clouds of even,
While twilight hngors thore.
A quiot lako acress swhoso faco
Tho sun s soltly beanung,
Seeming within the dopths to plaso
A tlire-pillar, gloaming.
A boy is musing on tho sight
Whoso hoart is sad with its delight-—
Dalight and yot dosparr !
Tho sun is sot—oach golden cloud
1s purpled with the Evening’s shroud,
That gatbors in the sky.
The boy is thinking of the sun,
How swoet ila light departed,
How richly through its course was run,
Tho emblem it imparted—
So liko the Iifo he'd have his own
Tho opening, path and final throno—
0 dous ho wish to dio !
The lakeo is stitrcd.  Successive flow
New nipplas, lessening as they go
On to tho mossy shoro.
Thae boy has plunged within the gravo,
The moon’s light downward spreading.
No thing upon the lake doth float
Savo an unanchored, drifting boat—
The boy ?—his fate deplora *

{vor Tue n:}:_]
POPULAR SUPERSTITIONS.—XNov. 3.

WITCHCRAFT.
Mnr Dawsox. Sir,~To thoso whoso mindsare sha

ken clear of the trammels of superstition, it niay seem
waste of imo to say any thing upan tho subject; but
a rocital of & circumstanco that happened lately at no
groat distance, may convinco the most sceptical that
thero i3 yot much to do; — the tryth of the following
narration may be depended on

In the dry part of the summer 1833, when pastures
wero bare and water acarco, the cows in tho scitle-
ment of , coased to give tho quantity of
milk thoy wero wont to do under moto favorable cir-
cumstances, when an old woman was accused of de-
puving the cows of their m 'k, and the croam of its
butter. After repeatedly Jenying the charge, without
oausfying her accusers, at last she said she was w.lling
to swear to her innooency upon the ible, beforo a
Justice of the poace; and for this purpose, went to a
mamstrate, who strovo to point out to her, and those
who accased her, tho smproprioty of their conduct,
and sent them away for the time, withoat adminster-
ing the oath; but 1t was not long waen she returned,
bogging of the magtrate Lo tahe the oath, and clear
herselt uf gunt before her accusers, as she could have
no peaco of conscience might or day unti] she did so.
From this and other consilerations, the probabibity of
doing good I think worth a trial.

Iam aware that the strong holds of satan are not
easily invaded, but T am Liewire convinced that they
arc not impregnable, and that thoy must como down
unti the huuwledgo of the Lord enlighten the warldg
Thosa who beliove in watcheraft say they have the
sancunn of the scnpiures, tor my part I cannot sco
that they have. True, it is eaid under the Mosaic
drpensation, ** Thou shalt net suffer witches to live;*
and witcheraft makes part of a catalogue of prevailing
sns by an Apostie; but none of these, orany other
part of scripturo with which I am acquainted, has any
connection with the popular belief, agrecably to the
now common acceptation of the phrase,it now scems
to be chiefly confined to the dairy, depriving cows of
thair milk, and preventing cream being mads into
battor, with now and then s porson boing crosted in
Jove, or deprived ¢ “haglth for g time,

guagesin which the scriptures woro originally writton,
but Sir W. Scott says that Witeh thero moans a dvaler
in poisonons horbs, or drugs, and that it is connected
with idolatry, aod that it conveys nothing like the
moaning attached to it. It seems likowiso to have
wndorgono a considerablo change in creasing tho At-
lantic. In Scotland they had the art of matamorpho.
sing thomsolvos into the likeness of a haro, and that
when so changed it was go uso to try to ehoot thom
m tho ordinary way; a9 load would take no offact upon
them; Dut if thero was com in the gun it was raro for
thom to ascapo. Thoy could also rido through the
airon a broom stick, or sail over tho eea in an egy-
sholl with tho greatest safety and expedition.

Thoro was a ropafed witch s the naighborhcod of
whero I resided, that people assarted could draw milk
irom a straw ropg drawa through an avas bore, i. o.
a hole in & pioco of wood, out of which a knot had
Leon taken, and that when sho did, soma of her neigh.
bors’ cows would cease to give hor milk, or at loasta
part of it. 1 have heard of some dairy wemen who
kopt a frog in the vessel whote the cream was kopt,
1o pravent its being witched.

As it would tond but little to edification to give more
ynstances, { shall conclude with giving tho sub t:nce
of a conversation [ lately had witha man of otherwise
good sonse, but who is deeply tinctured with superati-
tion. Ho said that a neighbor of his was lately mak-
w3 butter, but who, after churning a whols day with-
unt success, at last suspected it of being witched, and
10 wrath throw a handful of salt jato the churn, when
it unmediately became butter and gathered in a lump
about tho salt: hkewso of anothor who when prepar.
ing the croam for churning, a suspected witch cama
and looked iato tho churn, when vpon tnal it was
found to bo witched; to countzract the effuct of wlich
she looked for a horse shoe, but furing to find oune,
sho tried tho aren hocl of @ man's shoe with the hap-
piest cfiect; and Lo #aid he was once three days wind.
bound besido Capo John, whon the master of 1he vessel
becoming tmpatient, heated a hLorse shoo red hot and
narled it to the mast, whenlo! thoy had 4 fine fair wind,
As a convinaing proof that { have no telicf in the
witchingart, I challango all the witchosin Nova Scotia

to try thest ast upon aoy, ot all of my eows, provided
thoy lay o hands upon them, if they can, they will
know who gives the challengo.

1t the time whi 11 ia now xpent in detecting witches,
and speaking of their wondetful feats, were devoted
to thie investigation of the matter in a reasonsblo way,
tho resuit would be dibehef wn the whole affar; and
ths disboliof would banish every witch outof the coun-
try,—and that this ay be the means of leading to
that desirable end, is tho hearty wish of

Yours, &, Asticus VERITATIS,

[o311T1LD LAST wEER ]

The commattee of tie House of Asrembly off Upper
Canada, to whom was rcterred the report of the
commutieo uf conference w.'h the Legistative Council
on the subject of the resolution adopted respecting
the Clergy Reserves, have reported a sertes of resaiu.
tions for tho concurronco of the Houso, recommending
that the proceeds of the Resorves be oppor oned a
mong tho foliumingChurches ur badies of chirstians, to
wit .~—the Church of England; the Syuod of the Pres-
byterian Church 1 Canada in connexion with the
Church of Scoiland, and United Synud of Upper Ca
nada, tho Roman Catholics; the British and Canadian
Wesleyan Methodists; and the Baptists.

Whether tho above arrangement will be concurred
n by tho soveral branchies ot tue Legislawute, 18 ot
set certam.  Altogother, the ccheme is one huge
wiobo, and ifagrecd to will, we fureseo, terminate
detaching the minds of their respective tlocks from the
scveral churches amongst which it 18 now propoesed to
distibute the spols, History, the record of the
cxpetience of ages, proves that notiung i3 moro fatal
to the prospenty of a church, than an alhance with
tho state.— Vindicator.

A Novcrry.— We publish today a portion of the
debatesn thoe Legislative Council on tho Civil List
Bill, and shall endoavour to give tho remainder next
week., Tiis 13 somethung new 1w this Prosinie—
and places us some dwtznce in advanco of our clder
sister—Nova-Scotia—1a1 tho march of reform.—
St. John, . B. Qouricrs

Incentovs Contrivance.—A  mechanical
genius in Boston has succeeded in suventing
o “new thing under the sun.” It is called
 Patent;lntclligent Door Plate,' and i3 g0 con-
tnived that when a gentleman or lady wishes
to Yo from home, a servant has only to movea
shidc inside tho duor, and the Intelligencee door
plate exhibits to the vistor the words * not us
home.” ’'Ilus is certainly vastly convepisus
and as it will save a great deal of wear and
tear, both of conscience and ehoe leather, it will
donhiless come into general use.—St Jokn
Chronicle.

Bar Wit.—¢ I have heard you often com-
plain of poverty,’”” said W. to B. who had just
torn the skirts off his coat—** I hope you will
complain no longer, as you appear to have an
abundance of reats.” ¢ 'L'rue,”? replied B,
looking rucfully at the injured garment, ¢ bus
don’t you perceive my rc ats arc all en arriere 2"

A HixT.—Dr Franklin used to say thata
really benevolent man may be known in the
winter season by the paing he takes to scatter
ashes along slippery sidewaiks, thus saving the

risk of broken legs.

Musicat. Mice.—One evening in the month
of December, s a few officers on board a
British Man-of-war, in the harbor of Ports-
mouth,were seated round the fire, one of them
began to play o pluintive air on the violin. He
had scarcely performed ten minutes, when a
mouse appagently frantic, made its appear-
ance in the centre of the flor. The strange
gestures of the httle animal strongly excited
the nttention of the officers, who with one con-
sent, resolved to sufler it to contmue its singu-
lar actions unmolested. Its exertions-nowap-
peared to be greater every moment; it shook
its head, leaped about the table, and exhibited
sizns of the} most ecstatic delight. Tt was ob-
served, that in proportion to the gradation of
the tones to the soft point, the feelings of the
auvimal appeared to be increased, and vico
versn, Alter performing actions which an ani-
mal so diminutive would, at first sight, seem
ineapable of, the hittle creature, to the aston-
1shment of the spectators, snddenly ceased to
move, fell down, and expired, without eviacing
any degree of pain”’—Drowen’s Anccdoles of
Quadrupeds.

Smirwncers.—Theo Boston Post states, that
during the year 1836, there were lust on the
const of the U. Btates, 56 «hips and barques—
37 brias, 121 schovners, 12 sloops, 80 boats,
and 8206 lives!

Groararncat Axecoure.—Gen, Koyphau-
sen who commanded the Messian mercenaries
m 1376 on lus voyage to America, wos in the
ship of Lord Howe. The passage was unusu-
ally long, and the officer, a rigid martinet knew
nothing of sea and little of geography. After
several uncomfortable and weary weeks, he
began to think there must be some error in
reckoning, and addressed the admiral vith,—
« My lord, T know it is the duty of a seldier to
be subuussive at sen, but bewng entrusted with
the care of the troops of hig Serene IIighness,
my master, I feel it my duty just to inquire 1f
it he not possible that during seme of the dark
nights we hase lately had we may have smled
past America.”?
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