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AGRIOULTURALNL.

‘I'ne follawing article may be thought out of
season at present, but we considered it of suf-
ficieat importance to conunit to our columus,
lest 1t might belost or auslaid befure another
reapinyg scason Brrives.

ON THE RIPE-.\;ESS OF CORN.

Iv is a knawa fact that the uppermost gramn
in every car of corn of the culimferuus crups
18 first ripe, whereas the undermost pod 1s first
npe an the leguninens crops. Tu ascertun
when a corn crop is nipe, we have therefore
anly to examine the state ot the uppermost
grain in the ear. DBut on examination, we
may observe the uppermost grain goane, and,
bestdes, 1t 13 a tedious task to exanune numer-
ous ears ofcorn. Other marks which are more
easily observed, nre equally dicative of ripe-
ness of corn. ‘U'be state of the straw is'a
very observable musk. As the uppermost
grain in the ear i3 ripe befare any other of the
grains in the same ear, so the wholeear s ripe
before the straw. Rupe straw, then, indicates
ripe grainn the ear.  But f the corn 1s not
reaped nll the straw 1s wholly ripe, the grains
will be more than ripe, they will be s danger
of leaving the husk, and faihing on the ground.
In order to save the grans 1t wall be necessary
to reap the corn before the steaw is wholly
ripe. But in late scasons, the culmiferous
crops die first at the root, and the siruw be-
comes, of course, ripe before the car. We
thus see thatthere 1s greater difficulty in ascer-
taining when corn is ripe than at first sight
appears. There is another difficulty of sull
greater magmitude connected with thius sub-
Jeet. Whenever 3 corn  becomes ripe, the
grain is ready to drop out of 1ts husk. Agita-
ting the straw will shake it out. This agita-
tion may arise cither from the wind, or i the
uct of reaping.  "The luss of grmin occasioned
by the wind 1s sometimes very great.  In 1512,
the wind shook out, throughout Scotland,
about cighteen bushels of onts per Scotch
acre. All the modes for reaping curn are at-
*ended with the danger of stalung vut the
gruns.  There are seapers wath the sichle,
whe have a provoking habit of swatcliog about
every handful of corn which they cut, aud scai-
tering around them the grains i prolasion.
Such reapears are expensiie servants, though
they should reap without wages. Some mow-
ers with the scythe sweep round the swath with
a jerk, which whips oui the grain, instead of
carrying it steadily round oo the sythe. Many
bandsters have atrick of ithrowing the sheaf
which they have just bound up towards the
stopley:thereby thumping the grams out of 1,
to save themselves the trouble ot bowing
down, and carrying 1t afterwards to the stook,
T'he best monner the reaping maclunes at pre-
sentn exsistance can be managed, will usut
msure the safety of many of the grams.  Gros
of ieferior quality, or thase wluch huve not
become plump by had weather, are uot so cast-
ly detachied fram the husk or flower-sialk by the
wind, or in the act of reaping, ns those which
have arrived at prefecuon.  Hence the grent-
est shakes by wind or reaping, mply the loss of
the finest, and, of course, the most valuable
grain 3 and to a sinalar extent, the Joss of the
uppermost gran 1 the ear, is at the ssme ume
the loss of the finest graun in that ear s aud
the loss ansing from the ordiary made of
Teaping npe corn, is greater tn quantily, and
of course 1n valeue, thun one smight, without
reflection, suppose.

It 18 difficult to state tho ripeness in wlich
corn should be reaped, to avord the shaking
out of the graws.  As a geueral rule for prac-
uce, it may be-recomended, to reap the culmi-
ferous crops before the uppermost groin can

o shaken out, enher by the wind or i the act
of reaping.  When that pariod arrives may
e learned by the state of straw.  Jtis impos-
sible to derive this knowledge from nny written
descrintion, it must be sequred w the fiuld
from personnl obsarvation, aod atterwards
confirmed by expenience. It atteution 15 di-
rected to the acquisiton of thes expericnco, it
will be acquired as easily as eapericuce, whick
a present directs us to tuthear to reap till a
certaiu pretixed day.

We Know much loss of genin is incarred
every yeat by perimtting the crops ta ripen g
much & they do at prescut. That lussis in-
curred ia the reagnag, linding, and stooking —
in forking both ia fields and 1o the carr—n the
leading down the stack agnin, nod storing it
in thie thrashing barn.  We cannot persunde
vurselves 1o the belief that this lose is unuvoid-
able.  We are comvinced that it may he alw-
gether avoided by renping the corn before it is
thoroughly sipe ; and ohould the preparation
of it in the field for the stack inevitably cause
2 Inss to be imcursed 1o stacking, the lossin the
process of reaping would stul be aveded.
When we considered that tue loss of a siugle
gran from each edr s more than an equivalent
for the sced curny which 1s vne-seventh of the
whole crup, whea we leara the maguitude of
thus loss Ly reflecting thatone-sevouth of the
produce of twelve nullion acres of corn, wluch
are stated to be nnnually grown in the united
Kingdom, amouats to the astonishing quantity
of seven million quarters of grain,~—we shall
unt be theught tou importanate by considerate
peaple in enforcing on the attention of Agri-
culturists, the absolute necessity of using the
only weaunsin their power of lessening this
national lass—that of reaping their crops at an
earher state of ripeness than they have lither-
to been accustomed. — English paper,

From the Troy Whig.
THE HUSBANDMAN.

There 15 one prevailing crror among tlus
at soceety, winch ought tu e cradicated and
destruyed—it 1s more tatal 1o the business of
agnicatlure than the growih of Canada tastles,
vl tae weattuction of May fiusts—we mean
the ueglected education of the farmer’s chil.
dren. It s frequently remarked that cduca-
teon 15 of Jutle use to the farmer ; a very lintle
scieuce will do fur himn.  Great hnowledge is
only bencficial in the professional man. Ix-
pressious of this sort are founded upon a fulse
cstunate of one of the most useful und cleva-
ted professtons of hfe.

If the habitual business of the cunluvator
docs not afford the mental powers a field for
their most extended exercise; we know nut
where to ook for such a feld.  The study of
agricolture umites 1o the theory of scicence,
the very essential materinl of its  practical
ports. 1t makes ihe study expesimentally and
truly learned.

Nearly every tung that 1s useful in our pil-
grimage through lhife 1s drawn from the earth.
The vuun use of scicnce is to explore the
mmute of nawre, to fathom 1ts sceret caverns
and 10 brng forth the Judden  possessions of
the carth mto  comprehensible identty.—
Where then 16 the occupauon that so richly
rnishies n perpetual supply of mental foud as
that of egricnlture.  In the constant exercise
and every day labour of the farmer the busi-
ness ol lus science 1s progressing, f lus tel-
leet has seen sex nightsu the education of Ins
youth. ‘The theory 1s all esscntial, for this
coustt utes the implement by which heis to
prosccute the study of human nature to its
practical ntity.

A man cannot go fosth upon the land with
any good degree of promise i scientific expe-

riment, withoul the Iight of past experience

upon his pathway, and this he can ouly ob.
ta u by a passage through the literary iustitu-
tivas of the country, where the results of the
Iabors of the learned for ages are collected
wyother and made accossible to the student.
T'o attempt n persecution of tho sciencea inde-
pendent uf the past exporience, as we some-
timos incline to consider oursclves, would be
vain. ‘Lhore is scarcely a valuable discovery
of mudern times, but has borrowed something
!of‘irs proportions or utility from the mind of
antiquity.

‘Thiat the farmer by n scisntific cultivation
of his land, can inerease to n very great ex-
tent its productions, there doss not exist a ra-
tonal doubt.  And that the ume 18 comag
when there will be .actnal necessity for tius
increase of production, thero 18 every uppenr-
ance, It g therefore not only wise and  expes

.dient to commence or curry on now, bat it 13
' gl duty which s owed to posterity, 1 con.
sulerntion of all the blessings which past nges
have bequuathed us.

' Permit us, therofore, in our humble, way tn
impress upon the minds ot the farmers the very
‘great usefulness of education.  Give your sons
'and daughters not the luss education becauso
you design them for rural life and ogricutural
pursuit. [fyou are able, educate them-—they
will find abundant employment for all their
science though therr farms be located in the
deep wilderness of the west 3 though they be
cast amid barren rocks and sterile sand
pluins, science will aid them thers.

Not a blade of grass nor a spear of grain
but will grow better under the cultivation of
intellectunl care. Not a flower, but will show
beauties go the eye of science, which the vulgar
world knows not of. Not a vine but rears
finer, and produces mere where cducated hands
superintend its growth, In short, all nature
1s beantified, improved and bettered, where
the cultivator is no stranger to its properties,
and the scieuce of its developments.

Tarmers give your childrer education. It
is the anly earthly inheritanceyou can bequeath
them thatis beyond the reach of nceident.  All
other human property is constantly changing
and transitory ~ Science is not transferable—
uot like the mutability of other goods, negotia—
ble ; firm and unshaken by human vicissitude.
It will be the enduring companion of your
children through life, it will support them in
all the aflliction of Providential chastisemen,
and prepare them for an inheritance in that
undiscovered country beyvoud the land of
death.

HinTs To Farmers.—Never feed potatoes
to stock without boiling or steaming, as this
wereases their nutritive qualitics,

Ouo bnshel flax-secd, ground with S bushels
of unis,fis better for horses than 16 bushels of
onts alone, and' will effectually destroy the
botts.

Never burn all dry wood in your fito place,
nor usc a fire place when you can get 2 stove,

Cut your trees for rails in Kebruary, as they
are then most durable

Never dew-rot your flax, unless you wish to
render it worthloss.

Never sclect your sced corn from the crib,
but from the stalk,

Never feed out your hest potatoss andt plaot
the refuse, nor sell your best sheep and keep
the poorest.

A fat ox s wortls more than a poor horse,
ana dues not catasmuch—a yoke and chain
can lie bought forless money than a wsagon
harness.

Hurses that are confined in a stable uncver
have the singgers.

Never leave jour ground unploughed till
;;xring, when it can be accomplished in the

all.




