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Lesson VI.

DARKNESS AND LIGHT

Fchruary 8, 1914

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Thoro is no break between the Lesson for last Sabbath and to-day's.
GOLDEN TEXT—Look therefore whether the light that is in thee be not darkness.—Luke 1x: 35 (Rev. Ver)).

Memorize v. 23. THE LESSON

14 And ho was casting out a devil, 'and it was
dumb. And it came to pass, when the dovil was
gone out, the dumb 2 spake ; and the 2 pcoplo wonder-
ed.
15 But some of them said, ¢ Ho casteth out devils
through Beel’zebub tho chief of the devils. K

16 And othera, tempting Aim, sought of him a sign
from heaven. 3 . 3

17 But he, knowing their thoughts, said unto them
Every kingdom divided against itself is brought
t?ol l(](:lx:olm.ion ; and a housc divided against 8 house

alleth.

18 & If Sa’tan also be divided against himself, how
shall his kingdom stan ye say that I cast
out devils ¢ through Beel’zebub. .

19 And if I by Beel’zebub cast out devils, by whom
do yeur sons cast them out ? therefore shall they be
your judges. ! .

20 But if I ¢ with the finger of God cast out devils,
7 no doubt the kingdom of God 3is come upon you.

21 When *a strong man armed keepeth his
palace, his goods are in peace :

22 But when a stronger than he shall come upon him,
and overcome him, he taketh from him ¥ all his armour
wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils.

23 He that is not with me is ageinst me : and he

PASSAGE—Luke 11 : 14-26, 33-36.

that gathereth not with me scattercth.

24 12 When the unclean spirit is gono out of 9g
man, Bhe walketh through Wdry places, secking
rest ; and finding none, he saith, I will 1 return unto
my house whence I came out.

25 And when he !¢ cometh, ho findeth it swept and
garnished.

206 Then goeth he, and taketh lo him seven other
spirits more 7 wicked than himself ; and they enter 1,
and dwell there : and the last stale of that man tsiz
worse than the first.

33 No man, when ho hath lighted a 19 candie
Eut.tcth itin a 2 seeret place, neither under ° a bushel,

ut on a candlestick, that they which # come in
may see the light.

34 The 1 light of # the body is 2 the oyc . ® there-
fore when thine eye is single, thy wholc body also is
full of light ; but when 3 thine eye is cvil, thy body
also 1s full of darkness.

. 35 ¥ Take hced thercfore that the light which 19
in thee be not darkness. .

38 If thy whole body therefore be full of light,
having no part dark, * the whole shall be full of light,
x‘xg ghen the 30 bright shining of a candle doth give thee
i1ght.

Revised Version—!which was ; 2man; ?multitudes marvelled ;_ ¢ By Beelzebub the prince of the devils
casteth he out devils ; # And if Satan also is divided ; ¢ by ; 7 then isthe ; 3 Omitis; 9the; 1 fully armed
guardeth his own court ; 1 his whole armour ; 2 The unclean spirit when he is gone ; 13 passeth ; 1 waterless ;
13 turn back ; is como; ¥ evil ; 13bccometh worse ; 1 lamp : 20 ccllar ; 2 the stand ; Zenter; Bthy;
4 thine ; = Omit thereforo ; *itis ; ¥ Look therefore whether the light that is ; 28 therefore thy whole body ;
29 it shall be wholly full ; 0 lamp with its bright shining doth.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I.B. R. Association, Mr. S. C. Bailey, Hon. Sccretary, 5¢ Old Bailey,
London, England.)—M.—Darkness and light, Luke 11: 14-26. T.—Darkness and Light, Luke 11: 23-36. W.—
The true Light, John 1: 1-13. Th.~Walk in the Light, 1 John 1:1-10. F.—The Light of the World, Joha 3 .
16-21. S.—The self deceived, Isa. 5:20-25. S.—"As children of light,” Eph. 5 : 6-18.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. A Wick-
ED AcCCUsa-
TION.—14-16.
Casting out a
dsvil (Rev. Ver.
Margin, ‘“de-
mon"') ; one of
the evil spirits
on whom tho
Jews of our
Lord's time laid
the blame of all
bodily ills and
all kinds of
wickedness.
Dumb ; socall-
ed because it
made the man
dumb. Matth-

ew (sco Matt.
A HEAVY ARMED SOLDIER l 12: 22) says

“blind”  also.
The people
wondered. They thought that no power could work
such a cure. Through Beelzobub. The name likely
moaps *‘lord of the mansion,” that is the pit which is
the homo of tho demons. Tempting him ; trying
to p de Him to defend Himaclf by doing somo-
thing upwortby. A sign from heaven ; like Elijah’s

destruction of Beelzebub's followers (sce 2 Kgs. 1: 3,
10-12). This was like our Lord’s second temptation
in the wilderness, Matt. 4 : 5-7.

II. A CoNVINCING ANSWER.—17-20. Knowing
their thoughts ; by His divine power of rexding
men's hearts. Kingdom divided ; the members of
it fighting against onc another. House . . against
& house ; a family in which there is division. If
Satan (the same a3 Beelzebub) . . be divided, cte. ;
as he would be if Jesus wore his servant and yet was
casting out the demons which were his subjects.
Your sons ; thosec amongst the Jews who pretended
to cast out demons by repeating certain magic words.
With tho finger of God; by God's power. The
kingdom of Qod. Jesus, by destroying the power
of Satan, was making way for God's kingdom.

21-23. A strong man; a description of Satan.
Keepeth his palace ; that is, the palaco of Betlze-
bub, “lord of the mansion" (sco on v. 15). A strong-
er ; that is, Christ, who is mightier than the prince
of demons. All his armour ; that is, the demons or
ovit powers and influences by which Satan works mis-
chief in the world. These Jesus ovorcomes. Divideth
his spoils ; tho souls taken captive by Satan, and
especially those from whom Jesus drovo out demons.
V. 23 declares that, in the contest between Jesus and
Satan, every one must be on ono side or the other.
Thero is no middle ground.

2°'-26. Tho unclean spirit ; like the one which



