
jolIy and indirect: "«Tee mnuch eleop this
rnorning, Billy ?" 1'Sorry, Elle:n, that, you
couldn't start with us ;" «"Soime good points
you inissed et the opening, Fredl."

if rightly used, this is au opportunity for
lcsrning of sotne need or temptation that
bests your scholar. She rnIy ho lazy. Ilo
may be tee fond of sleep. She nley keep teo
lato Ixours. He may be ledl astrey by the
Sunday rnorning papers.. They zay fail te
sSe the value of the opening prayer and songe.
You get fresh insi-ght into their characters.

When Nature heals a broken houe sho
makes it the stronger for the break. And se,
thougli the late seholar seern te, fracture sadly
the interest of the lesson, the wise teacher
will know how te mend the matter in such
shrewd fashion as te, knit the wvhole cless
more firmnly together.

THiE PROBLEM 0F "'SIDE-TRAOKINO THE

TEACHER."

Even the poorest teacher lies a riglit te the
course lie lias marked out for hirnseif ; even
the sniartest, scholar has'ne riglit to side-track
him.

Some seholars side-tr-ack their teacher
merely te show that they understand how te
use the switch ; others do it by simply fooling
with the switch, in pure carelessness and
thoughtlessness; others really wish te, hring
the teacher nearer some private interest of
their ewn.

Their mnotive muet determine your treat-
ment of thern,-whether it is te, be the brusk-
ness that rebukes conceit, the firm patience
that resists carelessness, or the considerate

tien indiceters, and tell et a glenco whîther
tliey will send yeu.

But whet is the use of reading theni, if you
-re te ho et their uxercy anyway ? Hlow shaîl we
circuinvent these mischief-mnaking switcher8?

Some would abruptly take away thoir
switcli-keys, nnd practically dismniss theni
froi the force; that ie, they weuld prohMbit
qucstiening eltoether. But Vhis is ca iLu1aii,
ing te the problerx. Seme would swing ernîl.
îngly off upon, the side-track, as if they lied
intended te go there. But that is surrender-
ing their preparetion. Somne would rush pro-
cipitately inte the side-treck and tlirough iV,
expecting te find et the other end a switch
back te, the main truck. But thus tlie lesson
le usuelly dorailed.

On the railroad, of c mmse, thore is author-
ity ; but in the Sunday-school the less appeal
te authority the better. Ne, the likencea, te
a large extent, stops hore; for in the Suncley-
echool the only way te deal witli a echoler
who side-tracks the train is te win Éim by
friendly arts te becomo your lielper rather
than your hinderer.

In the firet place, meny a lesson le sido.
trackcd becauso the mnain track is net mado
sufficiently plain te the scheles' appreliension.
When the lesson winds lîko a sneke, 'witli a
purpoe known only te the teacher (if te him),
snail hie te, the scholars if they switch it
off the wrong way by a question. Strike- eut
in a bec-lino et tlie start, and stick te it. No
one wilI thon ignorantly side-track you.

In the second place, meny a lesson is sido-
tracked becauso the teaclier doe-s net act as if
lie cared whether lie ever arrived anywhere or

postponeinent ef questions that are, prompted net. Lackr.daisical ia nianner and mnatter, hi&
ba need. carelessness provokes equel carelessness in hi.
But se far as its offect on the lesson is con- schelaem. Let hita, on the other band, appear

eorned, it, iakes ne difféence wvhether the te he eagerly on the scent of soine truth, on
leacher i8 side-tracked liy a switch of gold or the tnick of somne fact, follewing the path of
oec of hrass,-the lesson le "held up," and sente event or demonstration,. and his schelems
often permanently. will, in the mnain, ho "forth and riglit on"

It is, noV always easy te tell when Vthe.se with liii.
qucstion-switches are epen, and when Vliey are In the third place, meny a lesson is side-

'e losed,-when they will side-track yeu, and: tracked because te schlemar are net on the
when they will merely salute you- with a sido-of the teacher. 0f course, when the Vwo
friendly rattie and let you p"s; te tekens parties are nt cross-purpeses, things rua on ne
are net se definite as on the red and white niom*c evenly than tltey would if the engineor
faces of the switch indicater. And yet youi of a train were, eut of teuch with hià erew.
cannot englacer your clues fer without wreck- The toucher inuet get upi an- epriU de corps, a,
ing iV, if yen. de not, learn.. t4. read. thesa ques- cass sIiriù,, or hie- clhse willî 13e perpetulaly
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