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THE OANADA

LUMBERMAN.

A Pointed Reminder.

A party of odventurvus lads, miyscll
amoug tho number, were out for a glorious
holiday, ISach had his canvas bag across
his shouldor, and wo atole along the stuno
wall yondor, and entered tho wouds bunocath
that group of chestauts. Twoof usacted as
outposta on picket guard, and anuther,
young Teddy Shoopegg by namo, tho beat
olim*ser in tho village, did tho shaking.
Thuro wore five busy pairs of hands Leneat
theso trocs, I can tell yeu, for cach ono of
us fully realizod tho necosaity of making the
most of his tine, not knowing how soon the
warning cry from our outposts might pnt us
allto headlonﬁ flight, for tho alarm, ** Tur-
nor's coming "’ was cnough te lift the hair
of any boy in town,

Buv luck scemed to favour us on that day.
Wo *‘cleancd out” sx bug chestnut-trees,
and then turned our attention to tho hick.
ories. Thoro was a splendid tall shagbark
closo by, with branches fairly loaded with
tho whito nuts :n their open shucks. Thoy
wero all roady to drop, and when tho ehak-
ing onco commenced, the nuts camo dowa
liko a shower of hail, boundin§ from tho
rocks, rattling among the dry lcaves, and
keoping up a clattorall around. o scram-
bled on all fours, and gathered them by
qua-ts and quarts. Thero was no need of
poking over tho leaves for them, the ground
was covered with their bleached shells, all
in plan sight. Whilo busily ongaged, wo
noticed an ominous Jull among tho branches
overhoad.

9'Sst1 ‘sst!™ whispered Shoopegg up
above ; ** I sce old Turnor on his white horse
daown tho road yendor.”

* Coming this way?” also in a whisper,
from below.

¢ Y dunno yit, but T jest gucss you'd bet-
tor bo gittin’ reddy to leg it, fer ho's hitchin’
his old nag't tho side o' tho road. Yis, sir,
1 blcovo he's a-cummin’. Shoopegg, you'd
better bo gittin® aout o' this,” and he com-
mencod to drop hap-tazard from bis lofty
perch. 1o a momeat, howorer, ho scemed
to chango his mind, a.d paused, onco more
upon tho watch. *‘Say, fcllors,” ho again
broko in, as vo wero proparing for a retreat,
‘“ho's gane off to'rd tho cedars; ho ain't
cummiv’ this way at a/.." So ho again as-
ccnded into the trec.top, and finished his
shaking io peace, and wo aur picking also.
Thero was atill another tron with olegant
largo nuta, that wo had all concluded to
“tinishup on.” It would not do to leave
it. They wero the largest and thinnest.
shelled nuts in town, and there wero over a
bushel in sight on the branch tips. Shoo.
1eaR was up among them in twe minutes,
anit they were showered downin torrents as
before.  And what splendid, perfect nats
they were ! We bagied them with cager
hands, picked the ground all clean, and with
jollv chuckles at «ur luck were just about
thinking of starting for homo with our well
rounded sacks when a change came o'er the
apirit of ourdreams.  Thero was a suspici-
ous noisc in tho shrublery near by, and in
a moment rtare wo heand our doom,

* Jost yeu lonk eaah, yeu boys,” exclaim
od a hugh-ptched voice from tho nesgbbour-
ing shrubbery, accompanicd by the ?nrm of
Deacon Turner, appreaching at a brisk pace,
bardly thirty fcet away. **Don’t veu
think yea've got jost abaout enuf o them
outs 1

0f course & wild panic cosoed, in which
we made for the bags and dear hife, but Tur-
ner was preparcd and ready for tho emer-

oncy, and ramng a huﬁo old shet gun, ho
fovded it, and yellad, “ Don’t any on yvestie
ner mowve, or by Christopher I'll blow tho
heads clean offn tho hull jile on yeo 11

shoot ys quicker’n lightnin®.

And wo belioved him, for his aim was
true, and his wholo cxprossion was not that
of a man who was tnfing. I never ahall

forget the uicomfirtable scnsation that I'

experienved a3 T looled into the muzlc of
that doublo barrcllod shot-gun, and saw both
hammers fully maited oo, And I can see
now tho squint and the planog cyo that
glanced along thaso barrels. Thero was a
wouaderfal persuasive power larking 1n those
horizonial tclos - v I hastened t inform
tho ,t‘lo:.oon tiat wo wero ““not geing to

\Wx'al,” he drawled, ** it lookad alvctlo
thet way, 1 thort, a spell ago,” and he still
kept usin the ticld of his weapon, till at
leagth Lexclumad, in doeperation.

** Point that gun in 20mo other way, will
yon?”

*Wa'al, s/ I'maot fer jantin’ it cony
whar olso jost y1—not nntil you vo 30t them
ar dags dsown ag 3, jit whar 38 g ‘em,

-

overy ons on yo.” Tho Lags wero speedily
replaced, and he slowly lowered his gun.

¢ \Wa'al, naow," ho continued, as ho camo
up in our midst, ** this i putty bizniss, ain't
it? Bin havin' a putty lwolﬁ sort o' time
tou, I sh'd jodge from the looks o’ theso ‘ero
bogr, Ono—twu—sz un 'om; an I vaow
thoy must bo nigh on teu two an’ a half
bushol in cvery pleggy one n’em. WWa'al,
naow”—with his peculiar drawl — *‘look
ceah: you're a putty ondustrious lot o'
thieves, I'm blest if yo ain't.,” Drt the dea-
con did all tho talking, for hss manauvres
were such as to rendor us speechloss, *‘ Put.
ty likely place ton cum a-nuttin’, ain't it 1"
P’auso. *Putty nico moss o shollbarks yo
got thar, I tell yo. Quito asight o' chestnuts
in yourn, aw’t they 1"

‘Thero was only ono spoken side to ths
dialogue, but tho pauses were cloquont un
buth s1des, and wo boys kopt up a deal of
tall thinking as wo watched the deacon al-
tornate his glib remarks by the gradaal ro-
moval of tho bags to tho foot of a neighbour-
ing trco. This dong, ho eeated himaelf upon
a rock beaide them.

¢ Thar,” ho exclaimed, rcrioving his tall
hat and wiping his white-fringod forehead
with a red bandana handkerchief. * I'm
much oblecged. 1’vo bLeen aswatchin' ou yo
gittin’ theso ‘oro nuts the hull arternoon, 1
thort ez haow yea might liko to know it.”
And then, ss though a bappy thought had
struck him, what should ho do bat dclibor-
ately spit on his hands and grasp his gun.
** Jook ceah”- -a pause, 1 which he cocked
both barrcie—‘*ycu boys wuz paowesful
anxyis tou git away from ccah a spell ago.
Naow yeu kin gt ez lively ez yeu ploase. I
hamn't got vothin' more fer yo teu deu to-
day.” And baog ! went one of tho gun-bar-
rels directly over our heads,

Wo got, aud when once out of gun range
we paid the deacon a wealth of those raro
compliments for both cyoand car thatalways
awell the boy's vocsbulary.—From ‘¢ An
Autumn Pastoral,” by WiLLiayx H. Gizsox,
1 Harper's Magazine for November.

Midnight Oil.

To the stadent, night reading isthe most
congenial, the most satisfying—and, we are
bount to add, the most mnjurious- By tradi-
tion, your trio bookworm burrows, deepest at
mght.  Perhaps tho essayist was right when
he oxclanned, ** Thero is absolutely no such
tlung ax reading but by acandle.” Had he
tricd thoperusal of a book at noon-day, and
found 1t labounr thrown away?

**Whence 13 thy learning? Hath thy teil
O'or books consumed the midnight o1l ¥

Thero is at least a grain of logic in thetra-
dition, for, supposing the author to have
given his thoughts expression by the light of
the taper, 1t is no more than consistent to
believe that wo onght to ap}-mch their per-
usal by the same light, **if wo would catch
the flame, the odour.”  Moore, enraptured
of the young M-+ moon, gave it out that the
best of all wayv .+ lenpthen our daysisto
ateal a few how - trom the night.  But pil.
fering of this kind is, as we have sad, in-
jurious to health. Leigh Hunt wasright
when he said that sleep 18 best before mid.
night. Ho who burns the midnight oil 1s
rarcly one who rises with the lark, and lying
late 1n tho tnorning is never found in com.
pany with longevity.  Besides it tends to
create corptlence. Weak cyes and weary
heats hkewise foslow noctarnsl indulgences
such as are thedclight of astudent. But re-
monstrances, forscoth, avail hittle. Thero1s
a fascination about midnight study and mid-
night compositicn mere potent than the
alarmuist s notes of warmog, and anthors and
stidents will probably continue to yicMd to
ity spzll unual aathers and students are no
mnorv.

17 13 prubablo that the schemo which wxs
proposcu finat by Mr. Shaw Lofevre, and
which has been advocated by Mr. Bnght,
will form the basia of the contemplatod set-
tlement of tho Irish land qusstion by the
prescnt Evglish Govornmezt.  Alllandowa-
ers ready to sell wall be given dobenturos
heanog threo ¢ur ocot. for ther property.
Thero tonants will be charged four per cont.
durning a term of ycars—throe per cent. bo-
iag to pay interost on tho debentures, and
ono per cont, to act aa a sinking fand, so
that at tho cud of tho torn the land will be-
como the property of the occopier.  In addi-
tion o0 thie, largo tracta of wasta lands will
bo bought and let in lots of thirty or forty
12003 $0 poasants, and those lots will beooe
haut property of tho poasants after a cortain
nember of payments,

. Under an Umbrolla.

Ono day tho duc do Berri happonod to bo
taking a walk in Paris with his wifo, and
thoy wero returning toward the Elyseo when

hoavy rain-shower camo on, The two
Emmenndou, boing unprovided with um-

rollas, took refugo undor a porle cocherc al-
ready tenanted by & young man with the
appearanco of a clerk, who had an umbrella.
\When tho storm liad somowhat abated, the
tluo do Berri steppod up to tho young fellow
and asked whether ho would mind londing
tho umbrella t5 enable him—the duoc—to
tako his wifo home. Tho other was suspici-
us and decidedly objoctod to parting with
is property on any conditions. Tho duo
raisiod, but finding that there were no
! Eo&ca of obtainng a loan of tho coveted ob-
, ho asked its owner whether, though not
aviog sufficient contidenco in him to lend
it, he would mind offering the lady his ann
a8 far as _hor residenco. The gallant young
clerk willingly agreed to do s0, and off the
duchess and hor escort accordingly started.
The latter individual, very garrulous by na.
turo, soon opcned a eonversation by tho
uery as to whethor his companion lived 1n
*he quarter thoy woro toen in, * Juite
close to here,” replied the duchess. I I
a splendid quarter, madame, pleaty o1..x 3
and vory comme sl faut, 1In fact, it is the
grandes dasmes' quarter, ath nothing but
duchesses and marquises in it, with their
dreases all worked in gold.” * Quito so.’
‘I don't knew whether madame has noticed
tho fsct, bat genorally thd less clevated a
Eerson'a grado of oobility the highor tho floor
¢ or sho occupies.” ““Thero 18 somo truth
in that,” gravely responded vho duchess.

““For instance,” pursucd the theorizer,
‘“‘you will usually find viscouantesses and
baronessess on the fourth floor, and it mad.
ame hachnod to boz viscountess I would
wager that I know tho floor on which sho
lives—the fourth, that is"— ““Not low
enough, sir!” ssid the lady. ‘¢ Oh, well,
then, madamo 1s very likely a comtesse?”
“Lower still,” observed his companion.
**Indced !” madame must bo a marquuzo,
then?  ¢“My floor 1s lower yet,” replied the
duchess, who had found 1t very difficult to
avoid laughing outright. Just at this mo-
ment they arrived at tho Elyaco, the guard,
of course, presenting srms in due form. Tho
proprictor oftho umbrella felt inclined to
shrink into himself, and was beginning to
stammer ont somo cxcuze when tho duchess
cut him short by thanking him very heartily
for the services ho had dono her, and stating
that sho would not forget it. Tho young
follow rcturned to his employer, a wealthy
man of busincss, and recounted his adven-
ture, not quite recovering from the, to him,
unaccustomed effect vf tho socioty of a
duchess for the remainder of the day. Be-
foro tho expiration of a weok he received
from his quondam acquaintance of tho Elyscs
an umbrelia richly adormed with silver.

Loss Anxious to Fight a Duei.

(From tho New York Timoa.

The lic passol between Wolf von Scheir
brand, onc of thc reporters, and Gallus
Toman, tho assistant cditor of the Frie
Prease, of Brooklyn, and the former sent the
latter a challenge to mortal combat. Von
Scheirbrand was onco in Kaiser Wilhelm's
army, and is said to be of noblo lincage.
Toman is a Greek ; he spoaks five languages
with casc, saw service in the umion army
dunng the rebellion, and 1s zaaid to be an
alept wath {ushols. The law reporterof the
same jonrnal, Sigsmund Kander, was called
to bo second to Mr. Toman. and he conveyod
to the German lus pnnapal's zceeptance of
the challenge. The termsof tho match, as
fixed opon by tho challenged parnty, were
piatels, three shota, tho finst at ﬁ{
the sccond at ten, and tho third at five, the
man who retreaved before the pregramme was
carned ont to be })ostod asacoward. Ven
Schairbrand yjumped at these terms and wang.
ted tofight {orthwith. He purchased a jus-
tol, sent hus mife to Pennsylvania, and settled
lus affairs. A hitch occurredl.  Mr. Toman's
socend insusted on delaying the duel nnul
$01z0 convenirnt n;{::t wight be found whero
the principals ight have their fun without
intetference.  The German swore Toman was
acoward, and refased todelay an hour.  Thus
the matter stands. Scheirbrand's pistol .3
loaded, primod, and readr, like its owner, for
immedratoaction. Toman has not yet found
the convenient spot, disinterested persons say
he has not {ct acgloctod his editorial duties
1n theacarch. Chief of Polico Campbell does
not placeso much confidenceinthe determina.
tion of eiher of the gentlernento fight to con-

sult council as to whether Lo is cmpowered to
act inthe matler.

toen paces, | ¥

Lost Explorers.

COMMANDKR CHEYNE ON THE TRUR CAUSKE GF
THE ANNUIILATION OF FRANKLIN'S EXe
PEDITION.

Commander Choyno hss wntten tho fol-
lowing to the New York Mer~'d:

Franklin’s companies wu
doath by tho contractor who  plied pre-
sorved meats—or, rather, presert 1 filth—to
thoe Ercbus and Tarror. This statement X
make upon clear and undeniablo grounds, as
followa: Tho contractor who supplied Sir
Jobn Franklin's oxpedition also supplied tho
first socarching expodition under Sir Jamos
Clarko Ross with proserved meats, What
vas our oxgorionco ! In very manyinstances
cight-pound tins Iabeled *roast boef” and
¢ roast mutton' wore found to cuntain noth.
ingb ¢ bones. Afeat tins contained rotten
vc%otablos, but never the reverse, 'The

ublic will hanllg credit tho statemont when

say that the wholo of the animals wero pre-
sorvod in tina excepting the horns, hoofs and
hides ; the very entrails and contents wero
preserved tor our subsistenco during an arctic
voyage, whea uo other provisions could be
procurrble. Often were we, in the midship.
men's mess of hor majesty's a}nl}) Enterprise,
compelled to hold our noses while wo ate our
dinners, so great was tho stench, and often
also, when tho Gaily rations served out were
taken on the zs:luarlcpdock for survey and
condemnation, Sir James Ross® answer would
be, “If I condemn those I might condemn
half the provisions in the ship and thon weo
shonld simply starve.”

As oao of the victims of that contractor’s
greed for monoy I fecl tho necessity of making
these facts public. Now, what happened on
board her majesty's ship Ploser, another arc.
tic ship sent in scarch of Franklin? On one
day, in the arctio regions, 10,670 pounds
weight of preserved meats from the same con-
tractor were found to bu in a pulpy, putrid
state, and wero condemnod and thrown over-
board as unfit for food. What happenod at
Malts and Dep .ord? Letothers su[:slcmont
this lotter by dotails of tho survey held upon
his sbominablomeats at those places. 2t
large quantitics of his provisions were thrown
overboard from her majesty's ship Herald in
the arctic regions, donbtless Capt. Bedford
Prim can and will disclose. Sufficient for me
to say that, when serving in her majosty’s
ship Resoluto on Capt. Austin's ¢ ition,
my eyes lighted upon this contractor’s namo
on tho cmpty tins lying about the beach at
Beochy island, tho first wintor quarters of
Franklin. I knew at once that starvation
must havo dono its work and that Franklin’s
party fell victims, not to tho severity of an
arctic climate, but to this mun's cupidity.
Thank God tho remains of Liout. Irving, one
of Franklin's officers, as known by a Royxl
Naval colloge medal found in his opon grave,
have boen brought away by Licut. Schwatka,
commmanding the Amenican soarching cxpedi-
tion, so that I trusta th°’°“ﬁ3: invcsﬁgttion

demanded by

starved to

of all the circumstances will

tho } ablic, if only in common gratitude to
thoso brave men who foll, one by onc, in tho
sorvico of their country.

Eind Hoartedress.

It is a groat blessing to be kind hoartod
and to boactusted by & daxirc to be of ser-
vice to your fellow creatnres. If you havo
the will to confor a favour or to mske somo
ono happy the opportanily will not long bo
wanting. Tho changes of fortunc in this
lower world aro 8o frequent that the timo is
sure to como whon you can sccommodate
rour ncighbour, and all this without sorious
1noonvenienco o yourself. For instanco :—
A German gontleman with slonder mosns
sad to his neighbear, the Herr Baron, who
livod in a fino houso on tho other sido of the
avenue, * My dear Baron, my daughteristo
bo married next woek and I have coms to
ask if you will kindly lond us your oquip-
ago to tako va to tho church.” The Horr
Baron was not only kind heartod, but also
very discriminating in hig favours, 3o ho re-

Lied, ‘¢ My good {ricad I ahall always bo

clighted when X can bo of any sarvics to
yoa. M{ horsos, howover, aro vory la.rqe
and atately, and I have noticed that people
always dnve vory fast to and from a wed-
ding. You will therefors excusamo if I ro-
fnso. Bat,” and bore ho beoamo very coa-
fidentlal, **af it should s0 l;:spon at any
time in tho {utare that youn my borses
10 attond tho fonoral of any member of your
{amily I skall lend to yor with tho grestost
of pleasure,”



