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TITE CANADA

LUMBERMAN.

A REALLY GOOD CASE.|

A LEKGEND OF ST, MICHAEL'S 1[0STITAL.

——

Evory onc knows that St. Michael's, as wo
shall tako tho liborty of calling it, is the
Iargost and moat celobrated of tht London
hoapitals, It is situated quito in tho heart
of lf\o city; and is about equidistant from
London Bridge, Westminiater, Gower Strect,
Smithfiold, and Whitocbapel. 1 was student
there, and there tho happieat days of my life
wero passed.  Aud now to my story,

A largo nimber of tho students had goue
down for the short Christmas vacation, and
I should havo gono alse, but was just then
# droszor” to Carver Smith, and could uot
leavo town; morcover, it was my weeck of
residenco, I must beg‘ you to romember,
what i8 perbapa bu$ iittle understood by the

enoral publio, that a largo part of the wateh.
ing and care, and a cortain proportion also
of tho treatment of bospital patients, devolve
upon assistants selocted from the scnior
students. Somoe of the less important ap.

intments, such as tho *“ dreasorships,® aro
ggld by overy student in turn ; but tho moro
responsiblo officos, somoe of which requiro
twelvo months' residencoin the hospital, can
only bo gained by a fow men cach year ; and
for these gpg)omtmonu, which aro esteemed
positions of great trust and honour, and
which aro oxceedingly valuablo as stepping-
stones to professional success, there s very
keon competition. On the surgical side of
the hospital, cach of tho four vimting sur.
song had a resident house-surgeon ; and to
Eo Sir Carver Su. J's ““H.S.” was ono of
tho highest ambitions of a “*St. Mike,"” for
Sir Carver was at that timo onc of the
loading English turgcons.

A man nsmed ticorge Adamshold the poat
at this timo; and as heis the horo of my
story, 80 far as I havo a hiero, 1 will just say
a word about him. tle was ono of theso men
that wo occasionally tmeet with, who seem
to stand head and shoulders above their
follows—very quict and reserved, and when
he choso, quite inscrutable. No one know
where ho camo from. But lus very great
ability, his calmness in all cimergencies—1
pever saw him discomposcd except once—
his mature judgment, and his great kind.
pess, won him the respect aliko of tho stu-
dents, tho nursing staff, aud the surgeons.
Under him were four dressers, junior men,
who assisted in the hospital under his direc-
tion. I wasono of them. Isach weck, ono
of us in turn resided in the hospital; and as
I said, Christmas weok fell to my turn, and
that is how I camo to spend Chnstmas m
St. Michael's. I ought tv add that thero
wero four agsistant-surgions to the huspital;
but their care was vier the vat.paticut de-
partment, and it was only in the absence of
tho vsitling surgoous that they had any duty
in the wards,

Well, it was Christmas night, and cur
work for tho day was done, cxcept, somo
1ato visita to tho wards by-aund-by 3 and of
courso any casualities that might turn up,
But Christmaa day is usually slack m that
respect. It is medieal rather than surgical

« casualitics that Christmas day produccs.

Wo had got up in honvur of the day a httle
entertainment in an cmpty ward, for any of
tho bospital inmates who carcd toattendand
wereo able to do so.

Wo had a famcus little programme.  Ono
or two of ouresideats could play and siug
woll ; ancther had a curious facility n
whistling to the piano ; another was an am-
atour vontriloquist and prestidigatatear; and
I fancy thero were also some recitations and
tableaux to como off.  Also, there was oue
of tho paticats, an old sailor, whu could
sing in a grand rich stenturiai. bantone and
bring down the house. Oar chairman—
Adams, of courso— had just begun, aud was
dolivering himaclf in a semi-scrious way of
romo very clequent remarks, anudst great
applause—for nothing pleases the lower
¢ better than a few oraturical tlounshes
—when “‘tinkle, tinkle, tinkle, tinkle™ went
a small high-pitched imperious bell, It was
tho aocidcnt-goll !

Oh, yolay mortals, yo little kuow how
tho social and domeatic joyi of a medical
man aro at tho mercy of a bl Weinvite
our friends to tea, wo weloomo them, and
anticipato a pleasant cvening, «ud —~there
goos tho bell! Wo como home ‘ired and
wot, change boots for shppers, and vt com-
fortable by tho firestde, and—thero joes the
boll! Wo turn into Led on a cola night,
and jost got warm and snug when— thiere
goes the bell! My bell-experienco bogan
that night at St. Michael’s, and I shall not
8oon forget it

1t was SIr Carver’s * taking in week ;"
and hix aysistants had to attend tothe aoci

B

donts. Adams nedded to mo; and off 1
went to investigate, knowiag it might be
auything from a cut fingor to a railway
smash, I found asconc of considerablo ex-
citement n tho accident-room. Two police-
men, aidal by a crossing.-sweeper and & cab-
man, had just brought in s pationt, and somo
other spectators had pushed their way in
out of curiosity. . .

 Just happened outside, sir; knocked
down by arunaway cab, sir,”

“Lost a lot of bload; "fraid it's a bad
case, sir.”  ‘Thus tho policemon.

““Ask Mr, Acams to come down at onco ;
clear the room,” I amd.

It was a young far-haired gl of eighteen
or nincteen, perfectly palo, unconscious, and
almost pulsoless, A strango contrast to her
rough, swarthy, weather-beaten bearers, A
deop wonnd in the neck was bleeding pro-
fusely ; but on tearing open tho dress, I
found T could stap the hemorrhage almost
catircly with my finger,

Adams was there itnmediately ; in a min-
uto hie knew all about it, and had scttled his
courso of action.  Quictly ho said : “Send
for Sic Carver,  Take her to tho operating-
room at once. Ask tho other men to como,”
And then to mo: *Keop up steady pres.
sure, and don't take your finger away for an
instant,”

Nothing could bo fousd aut concorning
hor. Noone was with her when she was
struck down, She was very tastefully,
though not (xpensively dressed. Ier foa-
tures were exceedingly regular and pretty,
and when tho coluur was in her faco she
must have possessed n very considerable
sharo of good looks. Notlnng but a purse
and a handkerchicf were found in her poc-
ket, The formor was well filled, and the
latter was marked ** E. Stead,” Adams sad
at onco that she was a lady.

I do not know whether 1t cver happened
beforo at St Michael’s that on the occur-
reneo of a sudden emergency, no one of the
surgieal staff was at hand, ~ Strange to say,
1t happened go to-night.  Sir Carver Smuth
and threo of the asssistaunt.surgeons lived
clogo to the hospital ; but in five minutes the
messeuger returned with the news that Sie
Carver had been called to some arstoeratic
celebrity at tho West Kud, who had met
with an accident, and had taken one of the
asgistant-surgeons with hum, Tho gecond
was out of town ; and the third, who had
been loft to act in emergencies, had been ta-
ken suddenly ill.

We had been discussing the case, and of-
furing advice upon it with all that calm as.
surauce which characterizes embryo sur.
peung.  But matters now became serions,
Half an hour would suttice to summon one of
tho vther sutgeons; but 1t was plam that
suticthing ust bo done at once. Vo all
lovked at Adaws, who had sawd very littls
hitherto, buthad gone on making everything
ready. 1lo simply sad: “ Begin to give
chloroform ; I an going to operate,”

*“ What aro you pomg to do 2’ we asked.

He told us; but I will not inthet any de-
tails u}mn my readers, but will sunply say
that tho sharp cud of a broken shaft bad
made a narrow deep gash in tho reot of tho
neck, and had wounded a large artery. The
operation contemplated, afforded almost tbe
only chance of hiv; and to delay 1t any
longer would, Adams sad, bo throwmng
that chance away. It was an operation of
the highust duthenlty and danger under the
present condition of the parts; and could ats
performance have been anticipated, the the-
atre would havo been crowded with specta-
tors from all the hospitals in London.  And
here was a younyg surgeon of twenty-five,
called on at a fow minutes’ notice, to unders
take what many = long expertenced surgeon
mi at hesitate to attempt ; for it was im-
posable to perform it without much addi-
tional loss of blood ; and it was not at all
mnprobable that the patient might not sur.
vive the operation, to say uothing of after-
dangers,

Adaws carcfully explaued to the other
house-surgeons what assistance they would
have to give him ; aud when the patent was
ready. eommenced at once.  Perfe t silence
reigned, brohen cnly at antervals by a word
from tho eperator ; "but mdeed he had tictlo
need to speak, for wo wero well drilled at
St. Michael's, and everything ho necded was
put into lns hand almost beioro ho asked for
it. I thank I can stail sco that qitiet cager
{;mup of young men under the bulhant gas-
1ight, standing around tne pallid, slumber.

o, unconscions girl ; and in the centre the
?'ouug surycon, cool, collocted, with steady
1aud, without hurry, without hesitation,
doing his work. I have witoe sed many of
the most Lrilhant operators in England, and
of courso have scen Adams nmsclf many

tinies an that operating-room in later years ;

but I think I novor saw that night's opora.
tion surpassed oithor by himself or by an
ono olso. A spocial domand somotimes calls
for.h special powers, and acts almost like an
inapiration ; and so it seomod now,

In a short time it was dono, and success.
fully dono; and tho pationt was carri~d awa;
to a quiot ward, where sho was duly caro
for by the nurso in charge, Adams, and Sir
Carver Smith, who camo Iater on. I think
Adams stayed up all night,

Our miscollancous entertainment did not
como off; but we scarcoly regrotted tho
chango ot programme, In a placo whero
accidents sro hourly, and cperaticns daily
oceurreuces, one more or less seldom creatos
much excitoment ; and whon I go on to say
that, this caso oxcited moro intorest among
residonts and non.rcaidents than almoat unﬁ
othor caso I ever saw in tho hospital, I wis
vou clearly to undorstand that this fact was
duo cotiroly to tho extromo profeasional
intorest of the caso, and tho great enthusi.
asm of St, Michacl’s men for tho study of
surgery, At tho samo timo I may state,
although not particularly boaring ou the
question, that tho paticnt was an uncom-
monly pretty gitl ; and day aitor day passed
by without any light beiog shed on tho ques.
tion as to who sho was aod whonco she camo

—circumstaunces quite sufficient to excito
a mind not preoccupied with such mattors as
burden the intellect of tho average modical
student, tho livelicat interest and cutiosity.

After the operavion, she was at firat too
ill to bo interrogated ; and when she got a
Iittle better, sho declived to flvo any nfor.
mation ; at any rato nono could be obtained
from her. Perhaps sho was a little ““ queor”
with foverish or hysterical excitement,

At the cxpiry of two days I wentin to
help withtho dressing. Sho was very grate-
ful for everything done for her, and bore her
pam very well.  For along time she was in
a very critical state. As the cuphonious
phrase of tho young profession went, ¢ She
had a very closo shavoe for it.” At the ead
of threo weeks however, she was in fairly
stnooth-water ; and for tho first timoe somo of
tho clinical class went in wath Sir Carver to
sce the case, Ho had hitherto said nothing
on tho s.+bject of tho operation. He was a
man ot few words ; but one word of praise or
blame from him was never forgotten by any
ofus. ‘Turning to us from the patient, ho
gaid : ‘¢ This, gentlomen, is a case of so-aund-
80;" and he brielly explained it. Then he
added: ‘‘Nothing but the nost exceptional
circumstances could justfy a house-surgeon
mn ths hospital in undertaking an operation
of such mmportance. In tlhis case, thase
excoptionatcircumstanses existed. ‘The apera-

tion 18 one of great difliculty and rarity T

{havo once, many years ago, performed it

myself, and the patient died. Had my
paticut recovered, such a recovery would
then, 1 beheve, have bees wathout preced.
ent. But the gratification to myself of hav-
g performed tho first successful operation,
would not have been greater than is my
gratitication now at having under my carca
case which will, 1 believe, recover, and
whose rccovery will bo duo w thout doubt
to the prompt and skilful action of a St.
Michael’s studeut, my own house-surgeon,
Mr. Adams.”

** Strong for Carvy, and good for Adams,”
was the general comment. Adams pretended
to be writing notes : but there was not one
of us who would no¢ readily have suffered
** ploughang ** m our ** inal collego”* to gain
such a word from Carver Smith.,

Yes ; sho recovered rapidly ; and prettior
and prettier sho grew as she got better. She
talked very little, and said nothing at all to
help her tdentification.  Inquiry was fruit.
less, even though thoecaco got inte tho nows.
papers, ‘The iuterest among the students
increased daily. It was reported that she
was an heiress who had quarrelled with her
gnardian ; that Adams was madly in love
with her ; that she was waiting for him to
proposo, and then would marry off-hand ;
that Adams kuow all about her, but kept it
snug.  And tho men got to chafling him in a

mild sort of way, wanting to know the
‘¢stato of tho heart” and the chances of
“unton by firstintention.” But Adamawag
impenotrable.  Personally, I am inclined to
think that whatover tho condition of his
pationt’s heart might bo, Ae was a little
affected in that region  Sho -was evidently
very fond of im, and liked no onoe but
him to dross the wound. Still tho mystery
tnereased,

At Iast ouo afteracon I was sitting in
Adam’s room in a leisure {ntcrval, when a
lady’s card wag brought in, It had s deop
black border, and boro tho inscription:
Mgs. Steav, The Codars, Sho wished to
sco Mr. Adams. Immediately afterwards,

the Iady was shown in, Adams motioned

mo to stay. Sho was & dno, tall woman of
fifty, dressod in deop mourning, with hair

just turning gray, a firm mouth, soft koon
ray cyes, and a faco combining intelleot and
indnoss.

“ Havo I tlo ploasure of speaking to Mr.
Adams 1" sho said.

Ho bowed.

She then produced a paper which gave an
account of our famous caso and of tho part
Adams had played in it, .

*May Iinquire whether this pationt is
still in tho kospital? Can I sco hor 1

“Yos 3 cortainly, Would tho lady be able
to identify her? {Vonld it not be bettor for
tho paticnt to sco tho card first, to avoid
suddon excitoment; that is, if t o lady's
visit wero likely to cause excitomont 1’

“ Perhaps it would bo better to take up
tho onrd, and say that Mrs, Stead desired to
sco her.’

Wonderfolly calm and sclf-posscssed the
lady scomed to us; and yot sho ooul_'l not
entirely suppress somo signs of omotion or
excitorent, Shesaid thatilinuss in her fa.
mily had preventod hor from wecing tho pa.

ors for somo time, or sho wouuld probably
avo been hero bofore, .

I took the card up and showed it to tho
atient, Sho turnod vory pale, thon buuied
or faco io her pillow and burat into tears,

 Shall thoe lady como up ?” I said,

I thought she sobbed out “ Yoa,”

Tho visito? camo up. Slowly and calmly
sho walked up tho ward. The news had
somehow got about, and soveral of the men
found that they had business in that part of
tho hospital just then. The lady stood by
tho bod, and said softly :

¢ Elizaboth 1"

The girl looked up, and their oyes met.
QOune glanco ab tho face was onough.

“Yes,” said the lady; I can identify
her.”

“It is your daughter " agked Adams,

It is my cook,” said tho lady—*¢ Eliza.
beth Saunders.”

I think I said that I only once saw Adams
cousiderably discomposed, and that was on
the presont occasion,

¢ ] _Y—thought her name was Stead,’ ho
said, and hs eycs rested on a pocket-hand-
korchicf lying on tho pillow. Tho lady's
eyes followed his, and a slight smile playou
on her features.

Yes; it was even so, The acute scientifio
observer, tho far-sighted young surgeon,
famed for his diagnoetic acumen, had scen
throogh this case, but had not scen through
his pationt. It turncd out that ¢+. girl, be-
ing remarkably good-looking, and .aving ac.
yuired, from a previvus situation 1. « noble-
man's family, a very correct way of speaking
and somo very ladyish manners, and fre-
quenting places of public amusemont, where
sho usually attracted a good deal of atten-
ticn. Her mistress baving been called away
from homo to nurso a sick relative, had al-
lowed her servant togo, as she thought, to
vigit her parents in tho country; but the
girl, having her wagos in her pocket, had

referred to remain with an acquaintance in
Eonday, where she cnjoyed ber Christmas
holidays very much to her own satisfaction,
until her acaident put a stop to her man-
cuvres, or rather changed her field of action.
Finding, as sho rocovered, that she waa be.
ing addressed as ‘‘Miss Stead,” and that
she was the object of much intercat and at-
tention, it scems to mo—judging by what
oxpericnce of human naturo on its fomzle
sido I havo sinco acquired—not very romark-
able that sho preferred to keep up the delu-
sion ; golden silenco being her main line of
tactics. And, fair readers, do you think it
very contrary to your oxperience of human
nature on its malo side, that au othorwiso
cxccedingly acute young man should be
't‘hodaubjcct of a delusion of this particular

ind?

The lady spoko very kindly to tho grl;
and guessing, I fanoy, how matters stood,
said somo very graceful things to Adams.
Subsequently, {ou will perhaps be glad to
hear, sho proved a vory kind friend to him,
and hor intfluenco was of no small asgistarce
to him in his faturo professional advanco.
ment.  She becawme, in fact, quito a mother
to him, though not a mother-in-law.

I really do not know what befel the giel,

cxcept that, at her own desiro, the 1ady ob-
tained for her ““a situation in the country,
out of tho way of tomptation ;" and that she
proved to bo a faithful servant.
. I am sorry to have to stato that public
interest in this caso at St. Michacl's some.
what rapidly declined after Mrs. Stead’s
visit ; perhaps bocause, as tho Lanect sald,
tho intcreating symptoms had all disappoar-
od, But I said then, say now, and always
will gay, that it was, from all points of view,
‘“ A Roally Good Case,”



