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favoured servant, whom he hath accounted
faithful, putting you into his ministry. And
now, in ilis bleszed e, we would charge
you “Take heed to the Ministry which thou
st received, &e,  Ab, there is surely gome.
thing moxt weighty and cmphatic in this oft
repeated  axpression—* Zake heed, Tuke heed,”
&e. ‘This uuphies at Jeast two things —First,
that &« wisistry of the gospel is o very great
work—a mos. respeetable work, a gacred trea-
#uire committad te our trust—for this treasure
it put into carthen vessels, Suppesing you
were gpecially entrusted with the keeping ol
the Regalia and Crown Jewelz of this Lmpire,
yoit would feel that your very hife depended
on the faithful dseliarge of your high and
honorable oftice.  But what are these but glit.
tering toys in conﬂmrison to the sacved trust
which is committed to yon, in being entrusted
with thechargo of immortal souls! Or, suppos-
ing you had rcecived your Sovercign's royal
commands to act as her ambassador at some
foreign court, would you not deeply feel the
weight of responsibility attaching in that
high capacity ? But yon are now charged
with an embassage of unspeakably greater im-.
portance.  You are an ambasaador of the
Lord Jesus, and in Christ's stead you are to be-
scech sinners to bie reconciled unto God.  But
is there not something more implied here?
Do not the words “ take heed” imply « dan-
ger of negligence, and consequently of ailare?
a danger fest the ministry be not futfilled by
us--Jest we prove unfaithfnl to the trust com-
mitted unto us? It is well for usto take heed
in thisrespect—DBlessed is the man that feareth
always with a godly fear. Are we not in fact
surroc.ided by many warning beacons—many
fallen stars—many of those who were invested
with this sacred office, and who were thought
well qualified for it,were tulented, and learned,
and cloquent, but who unhappily made ship-
wreek of the faith and of their ministry, by
their misconduct, and their slothfulness, and
their earual indulgence?—* Be not high minded
but fear-- Let bim that thinketh he standeth
take hiced lest he fal),”

Rut now to come more particularly to the
point, Isit asked (and surc}y it is a necessary
and most important question) kow em I to take
heed to my ministry? 1 shall only sketch out
the answer in two or three particulars, believ-
ing that you areno stranger to its practicable

2nd, T would say farther—*¢ Tuke heed unto
the doctrine.—Study to show thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
achamed, vightly dividing the word of truth,”
Let the Holy Bible be your only text book,
and from every text you handle let the truth
of God be diligently and clearly gleaned by
you,  Let your doctrine he sound, evangelieal,
and practieal, let it be full of Christ, let it be
leavened with the Jove of Christ, let Chriat
Jesus be the sun and substance, the alpha and
omega, of your preaching,  VPreach the Lord
Jesus Christ fully in all His oflices, and
in all his gracivus relations as su all-sufhi-
cient Saviour. Preach Ifi to all your hearers,
l)rcach Han with special application to theic
warts and consciences, removing from them
every refuge of lies and every vain and selfish
excuze, and 2o shattiag then up to the obe-
dience of faith, And while it will be your
delightful duty to instruct, to exhort, comfort,
and edify the children of God, oh give a daily
portion to the poor unconverted siuners. Like
rour blessed master, Liave compassion upon the
ignorant, and-them that are out of the way;
show them most plainly their danges. their
lost and perishing condition. Uphold to themn
the great gospel remedy, bring it near to them,
offer 1t to them most freely as an all-sutlicient
remedy for the chicf of sinners,  Urge it upon
their aceepiance, and tell them most plainly
that if they will not embrace 1his great salva.
tion which is now offered, and if they will not
come to Christ now, the faukt will be all their
own, “Their Llood shall be on their own
head.”

3rd. T would say, Take heed to the flock, to
all the flock, over the which the Ioly Ghest
hath made thee pastor, to feed the Church of
God which 1e hath purchased with His own
blood. This flock is now solemnly committed
to your pastoral carc and supcrintendence..-
Oh'let them be precious in your cstimation,
As you have voluntarily aceepted of thischargo
this weighty and solemn charge, resolve, in
strength of God the Lord, to act the part of a
good and faithful shepherd to them. Feed
these sheep, feed these lambs of Chyrist's flock;
feed them with knowledge and understauding
and in the fear of the Lord. Watch for their
souls as one who wmust give account to the
Chicf Shepherd of the flock. See that none of
of them go astray through negligence or re-

importance :—
Iat. Take heed unte thysef. The Minister |
and lus sacred office are inseparably conscted. |
1 mizht almost eay, identified—at il events, |
people will judge of our ministry by our own |
comduet, O see to it then, dear sir, that there !
be a halitual harmeny hetween your condnet |
both in private and pablic, and your sacred
office. Sceto it tl ~. you give no offence in
anything that the ministry Le not blamed.
cultivate those Jevotional habits, and these !
graces of the Christian charaster, aund that |
walking w# a God, which alene will qualify
you for the fulfilment of your ministry. See
that the hely ol be daily 3n your vessel, fo as
to keep the lamp ever burniag; and, so asto
diffuse the light of truth and of holiness all
around you. Bear about with you habitually
a deep sense of the sacredness ot your office.
Lect no rust lie on your gifts or graces—on your
mud and Lody through negligence on your
part.  Be always ready for every good work.
Seck a large portion of that wisdom which
cometh from above, which is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, &e. It 35 a trite and pro-
verbinl saying that peronal rvehigion is indis.
pensably necessary for & minister of the gospel.
But may we not go a step firher and assert,
that a minister oughit to be eminently religious,
cminently distinguished for picty, soas to e an
cusample to all the flock, }% thou, therefore,
an cxample of the believers in word, in con.

missness on your part. Do all in your power
for their spiritual and eternal welfare,  Bein-
stant in season and out of scason, warning
cvery man, and teaching cvery man, that you
may present every man perfect in Ghrist Jesus,
While you will be ealled oceasionally to minis.
ter in other congregations, remember that this
flock is your special and peculiar charge, and
that there is a2 sacred bord of connection be.
tween you and themas pastor and flock. Oh
be faithful to these sonls committed to your,
charge; Jot them be the objects of your most
prayerful solicitude, aud most_vigilant atten
tion. *“Son of man I have madethee n watch-
man unto the house of Isracl: therefore hear
the word at iy mouth, and give them warning
from me,” aaith the Lovd, Ezek. il 17,

In fine—Take heed to the work of the minis-
try that thou fuljil it. ‘To fulfil the ministry
is to perform all the duties of this office faith-
fally, to go through with the <work, to make
tlns the great business of ye« ar life, and to 2ce
that no part be left undore. To complete the
work in all its parts—as the Apostle gaith to
his beloved Timothy.—* But watch thon in
all things, cndure afilictions, do the work of an
evangelist, make full proof of thy mninistry.”
Keep this great end always before you, vir., to
fulfil the inistry which yon have reecived of
the Lord. Beof the same mind with the great
Apostle of the Gentiles, who said—** But nonc
of these things move me, neither count Imy

course with joy, and fultil the ministry which
I have reecived of the Lord Jesus” Difliculties,
trials, aud oppositions yon may have to cen-
connterin the discharge of yowrministey, Per-
haps these may come fram a quarter whenee
you least of all capeeted them to coms, But
let none of thiese things move you to abandon
your suered work.,  Oceupy the xphere of Juty
which the Lord hath asdigned to you, and
maintain it faithfully in the face of all opposi-
tion, until He who placed you there shon“, Ly
a special eall of providence, remove you else-
whete. It wonld ill become a good coldicr of
Jesus Christ to desert his post of duty, and to
leave the flack committed to his charge, when-
cver he has to face difliculties and oppositions,
Let 1o opposition, let no_distouraging circum-
gtance move you in this respect. Dut cast
your cvery care, your every burden on the
Lord and e shall sustain thee.  Let no over-
whelming sense of the magnitude of the work
to which you are called as a ninister of the
Lord Jesus hinder you from going forward in
the diligent verformance of your work, for,
“through Christ strengthening you, yon ean do
alithings” His promise is, “ Lo I am with you
always—My grace is sufficient for thee.” e
sendeth pone of his servants a-warfare on their
own charges. lle has a fulness of grace adapted
to your cvery waunt, your every duty, your
every trial.  You serve a great and gracious
Master who is most able and willing to supply
all your wants aud necessities,and to strengthen
yort “ with all might by lHis Spirit in the inner
man,” and who will fiually erown all His
faithful servants with a crown of glory that
fadeth not away. e saith to you now “Be
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a
crown of life” May this be your glorious re-
compense of reward, after fultilling the minis-
try which you have received of the Lord!
May yours be the high honour of being cmi-
nently successful in turning many from dark-
ness to light, and in warning many precious
souls to Christ. And may yours be the bright
and glorious destination of those who, having
turned roany to rightcousness, are destined to
shinc as stars in the heavenly firmament for
ever and ever!  ““The Lord Jesus Christ be
with thy Spirit—Grace be with you. Amen.”
Jous McLavenrax,
Acton, August 22, 1859.
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Missionary Jutelligence.
FREE CHURCH—INDIA.

From the Home and Foreign Record we
learn that the Rev. Mr. Gardiner fro:m Caleatta
has asrived in Scotlapd in very shaticred health,
We trustthat ho may soon be restored. At
Madras the foundationsicne of a Mission Church
hadbeen laid. It isnamed “ Anderson Church'
1 memury of Rev John Anderson a missionary,
who will be long affectionately remembered in
India.

The following leuter is from Rev. D. Daff,
and will, not, wo doubt, be read with interesi.

Carcorra, 17¢h June 1859,

My Dear Dr. Twsenie—The camity in
men's hearte to the trath of God scens every-
uwhere as rampant as  cver.  Whea seen at a
distance, tnen—cven natutal men—may admiro
i, or coquet with it. But when it comes nigh
unto then as a piercing, sin-convicting, rege-
ncrating power, they start from it, or hato i1,
or persccute it unto death. And this natoral
enmity no awt, or scicace, or philosophy, or
any scculas refinement or accomplishmeat can
cradicate, or cven materially abate.

Somo timo ago Imentioned thata fine young
man took refuge in tho wmission-house, s an

versation, in charity, in spirit, in fiith, in
punty.

life dear unto myself that Imay finish my




