oy
FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CANADA.
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sghering to the Chureh of Scotland as established ’ ;\on.‘mder McDonald,

y Iaw & sceing that the Chuseh of Seotland never
had claimed, or wonld aceept of the power of dics
cipline over nny portion of the Church in Cnnnda,
and conseqiiently neiilicr hnd nor attempted to ex.
etcise it over this Chorel : and besides, that there
acver Were Synods in Cannda even nominally in

connection with the Clureh of Scotlantd, that it isi

natter of historicul fuet that the Clhuels of Seot-
land, thougli urgently pressed, to reeeive the Sy.
nod of Canada jute rend conncetion” with her,
never did do g0 ; and even thore who stand fores
most in claiming property on the ground of a sup-
posed connection, themselves- adint that there
never was such & connection between the two
Chiurches as to give the one any right of control
over the other, either in spiritunl or teaporal mats
ters. .

Tumn~That whatever he the words of the
deed conveying the iwoperty to Trustees, 1118 0.
torious from the advertisements which induced
many settlers to purchase land i thus nesghbiour.
lwm{ that the intention of those who granted a
large propottion of the Church property, was not
of & very exclusive 1 ature, bot to afturd the means
of worshipping God nceording to the Preshyterian
form, to the settlers in this district geaerally ; and
thisis still more apparent from restemted declara-
tions of such intentions since the secent clutms
have been put forth by the minority.  Whercfore,
independently of the f):-gnl question, we have not
in justice forfeited our rights, Lut havenn equitable
title to at Icast a shate of the property. )

Fourtin—That we clnim to be the very partics
-for whose beuelit the progerty was onginally given
in trust, innsmuch as, wlile the Church of Scot-
land has receded from she prmesples on wineh she
was established at the Revolution scttlement ; and
the Syned of Canada, 1n connection with her, by
retaining the conucction, or making it closer m
heraltered circumstances than 1t tormetly was, has
virtually changed her principles too: and the mi<
nority ol'this congregation, by following the Synod,
may have alzo in striet justice forfeited thewr night
to any portion of the praperty,—we hald fust to
the principles of the ancient Church of Scotland,
and of that Church as cstablished at the tume at
which the deed was drawn ont and the constitu-
tion ‘given, and on_ which a right was ongnally
acquired by us to the property ; and were obliged
10 assume our present position and take a new de-
signation in order 10 testify agamst delection, und
. inaintain our principles mviolate, )

Firtu—That the conduct of the party of the
Trustees who have acted in this matter, has heen
without the concurrence, or cven knowlege of goe
verl of their co-trustecs,—also ineonsistent with
their wishes and judgment ; and is, thercfore, pree
sumptuous and illegal.

Sixru—That a party of the Trustees acting il-
legally and anwirrantably in takig up the matter
on their own responsibility ; and availing them.
gelves of Jegul techmealitics, in the face of all Juss
tice, equity and propreiy, to tureaten an action
aguinet the Minister, and thus attempting to de-
pnive the congregation of all right to their present
advantages lor publicly worshipping God, have g0
antoyed us, a flourishing and alinost unanimons
congregation, as to render this state of things no
longer tolerable,

Wherefore, forall these and other reasons which
might be stated, while leaving for the present the
church and property and other property belonging
o the congregation of St. Andrew’s Church, Fer-
gus, Wz Protest that we do not theteby compro-
mise our-right at any fature period to nssert an in-
terest an these premises, and that we are most un-
justly and unwarrantably interfered with.

“George Sricllie, Minister.
D. Henderson, Hugh Black, Trustees. Charles
Allan, Geo. Skecne, A, D. Fertier, Lllers and
Trustees.  John Munro, Francis An lerson, John
Wilkie, William Gibbon, Ellers. Wiiliam Clarx,
Thomas Muir, Jun.. William Gibbon, F. Ander-
son, Jun., James Morice, Janies Perty, James
Richardson, Gavin Caldwell  James Gerrie,
Deacons., Peter- Flay, James Cattanac, David
Allan, John Gibbon, Andrew Burne, George
Muir, John Hay, George Frazer, Francis
Eseon, David Munro, David Morice, David Black,
George Robertson, W. Black, Hugh Black, Jun.,
James Moir, James Davideon, Robert Garvin,

Adam Fergusson,

Alexander Clatk, Peter
MecLaren, &e., Members, ’

Fergus, 13th October, 1815,

Nors.—The names of' two mare Lllers and two
more Deacons wight bave been obtaned i time
lad pernutee 4y, and tne mames of huadreds of addi-
ol Membess, had 1t been thought necessaty to
priut so many. '

Sr. Tuowre Covnmartioy,—We mentioned
in our Iast thut the Rev. Mr. Mebieod, of Logie
Enster, intended to spend Sabbatly, the 12th b, ut
London.  He did o, and “notwithstanding  the
shortness of the notice, pronched in Fngiish nud
Guelic to large eomgregations there an that "day.
He hiad nrranged 1o address a meetine in Kuox's
Church, Toronto, on the 'T'uesday evening tollow-
ing, but he nevertheless found time to st and
preach to the congrepation of St. Thomas on the
Monday, when there was also a lare body of peo-
pleassembled to hear him.  Afier the sermon and
address at the Iatter place, the congregaton having
chosen a cha’rman, unanimously aud cordully e
solved to presentan uldress 1o Mr. Mcleod, and
the following having besn moved by Mr. Jolin
McGregor, the Senior Elder of the Congregation,
secutded by Mr. Duncan McCall; Careclust, was
adopted and read thereafter to Mr, Mclead, by
Murdoch MeKenzie, B« Phis unequivoeat il
hearty expression of the sentiments of this large
congregation, and Me,. McLeod's reply, forwarded
to them -in-writing from Toronto, will, we arc
sure, be read with interest :—

To the Rev. Mr. McLron, one of the Deputies
of the Free Church of Scotland, now in St
Thomas, Canuda 1West,

Riv. Sin,—We the adlicrents of the Presby-
terian Church of Canada, resident in St. Thomnas
and neighbourhiood, having lud the pleasure of a
visit from you, and au apportunuy of heanng you
preach, hail with much stisfaction your appears

institutions, to the church which adorns her, we,
in common witii - the christian world -regret that
dissensions and divisious should have crept in to
mar the harmony of onr once revered cstablish~

to hier purity and success,

which you and your brethren liave taken, for the
cause of. Christ and his people, in the sacrifices
which you have made, and 1 the support wlnch
you have reccived not only from the overwhelming
wjorities which swell your ranks, but trom the
piety, talent, independence and zeal which distin-
guish the adherents of your cause, Believing, as
we doy that the principles you advocate are in truth
the prineiples of the Church of Scotland, and form
the rock upon which she stands, we tee} granfied
to abserve the suceess which has attended them,
-} as we regard their truth and justice at home,
We .n consistency must maintain the same feele
ings abrond, and on that account rejoice that the
Free Church in the exercise of that hberality and
chrisidan spint which has throughout disunguished
her, has thousht proper to send to our shores one
s0 well qualttied as yourself to explain the nature
of ier case, to gpuide, instruct and cdity us in the
ways of salvation. We fec) assured that though
the more- immediate causes which produced the
disruption at home, do not pethaps autach to our
Ecclesiastical Government lhiere, yet that as con-
nected with the Church of Scotland, if not by le-
g1l ties, at least in form and docrine, and by every
associntion and feeling which is dear to Scotch-
ten,it is our duty to sympathise with that Church,
1o aid and encourage that which is pure and right,
to abate and discountenance that which is corrupt
and wrong. Isuch a course is adopted, we fondly
anticipate” that the -cord of christian sympathy
lorined by ties so widely yet so strongly attached,
will ultimately draw from a reluctant government
that justice which is due to usand to out’s, and that
the civil authorities of our land will yet beas a
wall of protection around the ramparts of our
Zin—a shicld for her defeuce, and not asnow a
weapon for her destruction.  We feel it unneees-
sary to advert to the many agitating yet iuterest~
ing topics which this subject suggests, but cannot
conclude witheut wishing that he who maketh the
wilderness to rejoice, the desertto bloseom as the

ment s but regarding these diferences as cssential . draw out a clum ot Rights, and
,_as an ijustrutient of , applicd to Parliament 1o be protect

grace du the world, we rcjoice in the noble stand , went of their nghts and liberties thus secured to

rose, and yield its fruitin due eeason, may blesg
you, and your excrtions nmongst us, and that His
protection may be extended to you till you reach
your native ghote.

| ——
Rev. Mn, McLrow's Rerey 1o Ty asovs
T Abbriss,

Dt Frapsvs axp Burrunes,—I beg to retarn
you my smeere thanks (or the addrees which you
have preseated. 188, 1 kuow, the tesult of your
atachment o the Free Church, and this makes
it mute valuable, in Iny estimation, than any pere
sonal consulerntion whatever, .

Walt the prineaples of that Church, and with
the lustory of her contendings, you are alrendy cone
versanty, and 1 rejoice to know that you will-not"
sutler yourselves to be deceived by vain words,
The great prineiple hiehy distinguishes the Freq
Chureh s that very poneiple which, 11 all ages,
distinguished the Charel of your futherse—that the
Laond Jesus 1s King and Head of His own Church,
and lias therem estebilished u government in the
+ biands of lus office~bearers, distinct from the civil
s Qoverntuent.  “Ples pranetple 18 g0 clearly laid

down by hunself, in His word, and so prominently
. ctmbodied ta our Standarde, that we muy well mar.
y vel how any mun who professes 1o believe the Bible
ycould have the. hardiinod to do any thing-to ope

pose it But when we consuler the siate of man
, by nature, the dntkness of lus understanding, ard
1 the ennuty of Ins licart, we may cease to wonder,
Blessed be God, however, e never left hitmeelf
without witness, and, if with candour and impare
tiality we inquire for them, we inay very easily
tind thetm.  They are not the men who cleave to
the world at the expense of principle, and who
obey wan ruther than God, but those who forsake
all, who sufler aund die, il need be, as our godly
fithers did in Scotland, rather than give_up one
, tota of what Chinst communtted to them and come
tanded them to keep unto the end of the world.

‘The adierents of the Free Church long belore

ance amongst us. . Deeply attached to the land of, the disruption, contended for the comnion rights o
our _birth, from which you come, 16 her glorious . the Redeemer,

and the libetties of His peaple under
A, as contamed in His word, embodied in our
Swndurds, awl unalterably secured 10 the people
. of Scotlaud by the “Treaty of Union, and the Act
of Sccurity. “In thejr- contendings they liad to
:gnm and again
in the enjoy«

. them.  Tieir application was rcjected by &8 ma-
jotity of the menmbers for England, who are Epig.
« copalians and apposed,as they always were,to pure
» Preshyteramsm.  But 1o the honor of Scotland,
+ be it sard, almost all her members stood up in Par-
liameat in defence of our Chwirch, as then consti-
tuted, andin defence of all the rights sccured to her
j by law; but the members for England {who are
s much more numerous,) overwhelmed them, and
y by their decd enslaved the Church of Scotland,
;made it now a crenture of the State, altered its
coustitution, und thus rendered it a very different
thing from what it formerly was, A scparation
was now incvitable.  Those who viewed spiritual
cinatters  their true light, who regarded the honor
of Clizist more than wordly gain, and who koew
the strength of principle, conld no longer remain
ina chuich so difierently constituted from the
Church which they vowed to uphold.  They,
therefure, laid their solenn protest on the table of
the House, and took their departure, carrying
with them the doctrines and worship and govern-
mnent of the Church of our fathers, ‘That protest,
which should have been answered immediately,
by those who remained in the establishment, be-
fore tking any other step, still lies unanswered,
because they cannot answer it. '

. Xou may hear those who remained in the estab-
lished chureh eall it still *¢ the church of our fa-
there”  Bat let them not deceive you, brethren.
“The church of our fatkers,” whether endowed
or unendowed, whether er joying Royal favor or
hunted on‘tlie mountain, has, since the Reforma-
tion, been distinguished by its adherence to one
great testunony for the crown rights of the Lord
Jesus, and the spisitual liberties of hispeople under
him. * No doubt they will tell you that they hold
those principles us fitmly as the Free Church can-
do. But liow do they hold them? Let the coge
cessions which they made, and the constitution
j Which they agreed to adopt, answer. . They al-
j lowedth=!"aws of the church to be-repealed, pros




