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'the Primitive Principles of the
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1l SHUCULL like very muchel, alnost'
as nîy last words, to b1ave, witlî
you 111y stroiig expression of feel-
ing thiat thie Chiurcli of England ean
stand and flourisli only so long as'
shie stands o>1 primitive principles.,
Th~le very ra'Wo n d'elre of the,
Church of England, the very prin-'
cil)le of bier existence as, in soine'
degree a distinct body in thie
Chiurci,- is that at the Reforîîîation:
she dete:iimmcid to return to pri-'
nîlitive pri neiles -thiat w'herever
thiere was corruption it shoul(1 be
thî'own off; and tiat, sie should
return to primitive pî'actices. We'
have heard a good deal of late,
owing to thie dcath of the niost:
ecininent leader of a great sehool,ý
of wiat tliat great sclhool did
for the Church. -I arn old enouohl
to, rcxneîîîber wvhen the Tracts for
,the Ties first came out. I (d0 not'
-Say thiat, th-v did not mnake a vcry
great stir-of course they did ; I
-do not say they did .ýot biqa
,great many things coniparatively
new hiome to the mnass of the c]Pr-
*gy arîd laity of this Chur-ch; but
I do Say this, that somiething ()f
the kind wvas iii the air* bebfore,
Newman arose, a great, genus,, to
put it into form and shape. IJean

well reineniber tlitit soine of us in
oti- early studies lia(l ouri' îîinds
dircc( to the teacinga of piniii-
tive anitiquity ; sonlie, of us not
111ovino* in tlie saille direction-at
least, 110>t sprinigixîg fî'oii thie saine
principles as thie <great writers of
the Oxford Scliool wvent upon. If
I wîay venture tu Say to you con-
cerning iinyseif, 1 well reiuîenîber
lîow îny own nîlind wvas first di-
recte<l to piu itiv ntiqulity long
before I hiad read or- hieard 1of thé
Tracts. Soie things lhad. puzzIed1
itie, and I was induced to read the
Nvritings which were thien to bo
(>btained or the Eno'lishi reforîîîers,
hiaviîîg' beeri told by tiiose in ivhose
school I hiad learned iinost, that
they were, inuchi more to be relied
on thian the primitive Fathiers, and
I hoped to find muchei guidance
froi themi Whiat struck nie at,
first wvas this, that thiey ail refer-

thieir great arguments against the
Romanll Catlholics were derived
froni the wr-itings of thie Fathiers
of the Cliurch. M~y own inin(l w~as
so directéd; I took, feebly it iray
be, but stili 1 took to t1ie study of
p)riiniitive antiquity and of the car-
ly Fathers at the very time. And
then caine, out tlie writings of the
racts for the rïî>cs, directing our

thoughits, espeeially to primitive
antiquity, and it is no0 great wvon-
der that mnany of us were very
miuch struck and carried away
by what iiiay be called the zeal
of the Tract wvritcrs, because they
turned our attention especially
to, the primitive antiquity wvhicli
we lia( already Iearned to liono.
I wisli I could think that thev and
ail their follow-ers liad StIi adher-
cd to the principles of the priîni-
tive antiquity which ive had al-


