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«To hold the mirror up to Nature.”

FOR THE CASKET.
EDWARD PERKINS.

Sally, said Mi. Ware, pressing
the warm Land of his davghiter in his,
while he gazed upon her with a pa-
rentsftenderest sulicitude, “the time
has now airived when it has be-
come proper for me as your futher to
havean cye upon your future wel-
fare and settlement in life. And
while I would most cheerfully grant
you cvery pruper inculgence ofy vur
own inclinations, it will beccome my
duty to offer you suine advice in your
choice of companions.” e paused,
and Saliy while a crimsen blush
mantled her cheek, as ifanticipating
what he was about to say, ashed,
“and do you inteud to make any
retrenchments ficm iy presentlist?”
#Yes” replied Mr. Waie, “I do,
and I think for your iutercst. The
war is now raging between us and
the United States, and Edward Per-
kins,one of your most intimate associ-
atesis among the champions of the
Republic, while I am a friend to the
King. Ihave theiefore this objee-
tion to him, that we are of opposite
political parties.”  Sully Dblushed
deeply as he proceeded,—*1 have
become acquainted with a Mr. De-
vail an officer in our army, now
at Fort George, whom I have prom-
1sed to introduce to you to-mor-
row,” and continued he, in a tone of
unusual firmness, ¢ should he make
you an offer of his hand I shall ex-
pect you will not refuseit.” Sally felt
her heart painfully throbbing at this
unexpected intclliger.ce and loohing
up calmly as she could, replied.—
¢ But you will not’compel me to this
course contrary tomy wr [eelings!”
¢t And what objection my daughter
can there be to him. 1 know him
to be an interesting and intelligent

gentleman, and said {o Le allicd to

some of the first families in England
in wealth and honor.””  Fears ruch-
ed into her eyes and her tongue for
a moment refused to perform its of-
fice. *But why do you weep my
daughter I” ¢*Dear futher I am cure
I cannot love iim—my heaitis even
now another’s,”—¢ What! tlLat vil-
lain Edward, he exclaimed inindig-
nation. It is his unqualificd howev-
er with that epithet 3 He deserves
the epithet und shall wear it, and
you may warn him never to come
mto this house again; I mustLe o-
beyed,” He droppcd her hand and
depaited from the 1oomin the height
of ungoveinable passionleaving his
daughter alone to reflect with pain
and teais upon the dark and dreary
futurity which seemed to await Ler.

Mr. Ware resided not far dis-
tant fiom the Niagara on the Cuna-
dian side, and the low log cottage
that gave birthand chelter to Edward
Perhins was on the opposite bank
near the spot where Lewiston now
stands, Previous to the irruption of
war between the United States and
Great Britain Edward was a famil-
iar visitor at the mansion of Mr.
Ware and by degrees Lad won the
affection of Sally, a lovely and ami-
able girl such as seldem falls to the
lot of man to look upon. Their natu-
ral] passion was however concealed
from all for some ample’reasons, and
on the breakirg out of war, Edward
joined the champions of his couniry
of asmall band of which he was
Captain while Mr. Ware as a mat-
ter of course, took part with his
own government. Although pre-
vious to thisevent the visits of Ed-
ward were received with much pleas-
ure at Mr. Ware's, yet so far did his
feelings carry him that Le had cone
to the determinedresoluticn never to
admit him beneath his roof again.—
At this period he had met with Mr.
Devail, an English officer in the re-
giment stationed at Fort Geosge,

who had seen Sally and become
enamoured with her and though a
stranger, had already made . prope-
sals to Mr, Ware for her hand.—
Mr. Ware overjoyed at the pros-
pect of the honor which such an union
would bestow upon his family en-
couraged him in his suit and proms.
ised him the opportunity of profen
ing it himself in Lerson. The next
day after the conversation which
commences our narative the expeo
ted Mr. Devail arrived, welcomed
by the father, as lLe was secretlly
feared by the daughter.  While his
partial eycs, caw in him the perfect
and finished gentleman—she beheld
but the coxcomb and the man offash-
ion and vanity; and while the fa-
ther saw in Devail’s narative of his
connexions noble and honorable
blood the liope of so valuable an al-
liance, she saw the naked deformi-
ty of a heart tco weak to be goved
upon. He mentioned to her the ob-
ject of his visit to which she calmly
replied that sle desired some time
to consider on the subject before she
could decide, and he departed.—
“Well my daughetr,” said Mr.
Ware, when Devail had retired,
“what do ycu think of your new
suiter? Is henot as I assured you,
a man of superior intelligence and
accompliskmeute—and in all things
infinitely supericr to that poor boy
Edward Perkins 27 ¢ 1 think?” she
responded, and she tiembled asif
with a secret dread of paternal cen-
sure which the bad much reason to
fear would follow the disclosure of
her thoughts. “I think as 1 did
before, but”—¢ And is this the map~
ncr in which my pluns for your good
are tobe frustiated,” exclaimed My.
Ware, interupting lhier while the fira
of passion was glowing in his eyen
I repeat it, I must be obeyed. An

time and any moment that Mr. De-
vail says the word you must become
his wife or you mark the consequer~



