FRIENDLY

GREETINGS.

The son, stricken with grief, kuelt down and kissed
his father's hand, as with fears the dying man com-
mended his only boy to Him who could save him
from the templations incidint to his profession, ud
make him traly happy and holy.

Some weeks after the funeral, Alfred Thomton,
with a saddened spirit, betool Timsclf to his military
duties.  His special danger vesulted from a seeptical
taen of mind, and the books and society in which he
took the greatest delight were of an infidel chameter.
There was @ kind of club formed, in which the

willlest opinions were current 5 and it was with grief ;

that many pious officers zaw the mischief these young
men were doing in the regiment,
wis one of the bholdest

Alfred Thomton !

well as when we fiest plighted our troth to cach
other.”

“ Why not #” he asked, in the greatest surprise.

«My mind has undergone a great  change—the
great change, thank God 17 she added emphatically.

“ What do you mean, Frances?”

«] have a faith in Christ which you would think
it weahness to exercise; 1 have a hope of a heaven
in which you cannot helieve,  Our tafes, aiwms, and
aspitations woull  he utterly  difterent; we should
never he happy 3 besides it would be wrona of me.”

Alfred Thornton’s astonishment at these words can
be more readily imagined than deseribed 5 but, out of
pity to the dying girl, he kept his sceptical opinions

* secret and made no reply.
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¢ freethinkers ?  among
them, and by common
consent he was regarded
as their leader

His regiment had been
ordered abroad for three
years, al the end of which
thme it was arranged that
he should return to Eng-
Faned for his marriage with
Trances Anadd, 2 young
lIady of evnsiderable o -
somal atteetions, but as
devoid of piety as hiw-
self. Danving lis absence
—the last year of it—a
wreal change had faken
plce in her. She, who
Jiad heen the delight and
pride of fashiomable par-
ties, under the infinence
of a faithful minister's
sermon, who  happened
one Sunday to preach in
the chureh she attended,
bhecame convineed of her
need of salvation.  She

Not many days had he
to watch the dying couch.
Calmly as dies 2 wave
upon the shore, the soul
of Frances Amold passed
away.  On her st day
upon carth she  faintly
whispered, ¢ Dear Alfred,
there is vers sad news
in store; I Lave begged
thum to Keep it seoret
from you till 1 am gone.
Will you grant e Jast
request 17

“Yes!? Door fellow !
her request shoukd at onee
be granted.

“In this book,” she
said, taking her own Bible
from Leneath her pillow,
1 have found the greatest
comfort.  Accept it, keep
it for my sake; read it
for your own!” 1In the
evening of the day on
which these words were
uttered, her =pirit was
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fcl-t, ﬂmt‘ there was some- . DI ] amongst the 1edeemed in
thing higher and better P e A : . o gory, who had washed

in life than the mere

butterfly splendours of fashion and the wolld.  These
convictions deepened in intensity as she Iay on a sick-
bed, from which, alag, she was destined never to rise.
She sought and obtained merey through the merits of
Christ, and while Alfred was speeding back to England
to claim his affianced bride, she was cabnly desiving to
depart to he with Cloist.

The last solemn event which the young ofticer had
witnessed upon leaving Fngland was the death of
his father ; and now the first thing that met him on
his return was the fading away of one whom jn a
few weeks he had expeeted would have heen his wife.

After a few days, Frances said to him uietly,
“Do not be angry, Alfred, but I could not have
married you, even if I had remained as Dlithe and
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their robes and  made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.

The sad news to which the dying gitl had referved
. proved disastrous cnosigh, although it did not affect him
p ¥ deeply as her death. Through the failure of a bank
in which by far the greatest amount of his property
had been invested, he was, comparatively speaking, «
poor man.  He had come home tv enjoy a handsome
fortune, hoping with it to enter upon  course of
. perfect happiness.  Now hothwere Jost. He got what
he could ont of the wreek, and then immediately took
his departure for Indin.  He read the book which
had been placed in his hands under such solenm
cireumstanees ith new eyes and with a softened
' hieart ; and it proved a journey from death unto life.
He joined his regiment an altered man, and Loldly

.




