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al Nvarld stihi Nvent on. And just in pro-
portion as the spiritual in religion declincd
there was a return ta the degrading clemnents
af a material and sensuouis worship-uxtil,
at last, the materiais for building the tem-
ple ai antichrist became s0 abundant thxat
only a master mmid wvas nie2(ld ta pile
thcm up in their natturai connetiaxx. S uch
a anc wns not 'vanting. 'l<The -%icked anc
was revcaled," and w'ith the materials at
band, he soan gave shape ta the edifice.-
Working with " ail powcr, and siguis, and
lying wonders"-atnd Il vith ail deceivable-
ness afiunrighteousness in them tliat perish,
lie built a temple which will only be cast
don-n. whien the Lard shall "lconsume humii
ii the spirit ai bis mnouth, and destroy

humi iitx the brightness of bis comnig,."
But, brcthreu, wvhiie w2 think, ai these

things, let us not forget tixat the proicssed
friends af Christ prepared the mate- ls for
th)is building. The apostle does not apply
the naine af antichrist ta lixathens or ta
philosophie infidels. Wixatevcr influence
thiey exertcd wvas indirect. It wvas the pro-
fesscd friends ai Ohirist-sarna ai thexu. even
trying ta canciliate enemies ; and sncb ut
least as for a turne bore the christian naine
Nvho did the raisehief. "l T/îey went out
front us.'>

Hl. TISE ANTICIIRISTS TIIAT ARE STILL
IN TUSE WORLD.

We camae naw ta txc second liead of aur
dliscourse, viz., a description ai the anti-
christs that are still in the worid.

The reformatian ai the 16th century pro-
duced a migbty change in the world. The
seriptures ivere translated and rcad. The
pure gospel was preached in many lands.
The bible was once mare beld up as the
only standard af faith, and the aniy mIle af
obedience; and God bicssed the trnth ta
the salvationoaimany. Manyoaithe errors
and corruptions which had accumulated
and darkened the %vorld, wcre drivea away
like smoke befare the wiud. The naine of
Jasus again came ta ha with many the
"tnama aboya every naine.> The rigbt
baud oi the Lard wrought marvellausly-
and aven yet thxe trutli wbich was thea un-
cavcrcd continues ta shina and gladdca the
hcarts ai tha people ai God. But, to a car-

tain extent, the bistory of the chutrcli bas
beon reproduccd. IlWhilc men slept the
enexuy carne and sowed tares." The car-
nal heurt no more loved the naine of Jesus,
after the reformation, thian before. Infidels
of various shades soon connnenccd tlieir
attacks uipon christianity, and the Saviour
that it hokîs sa dear. The errors broaehed
liowever iv'ere not materiaily diflèrent froni
those of sin enriier pcriod-nor really dif-
feront froru those whichi arc pourcd forth so
plentifuliy in our day. But tiîne docs îîot
permit me to point out thecir resemablance
in different periads. My aim, at present,
is flot so muchi to exhibit the diffcrcnt
phanses of infidelity as to dîscover the anti-
christs which are stili in the vorld.

Maay have learned ta laugli ut the pre-
tensions of antichrist ns made knoawu to us
by the pointcd descriptions in the bible.-
But yet it is truc, as Jolin %rote, "lThere are
.many antichrists." Nay moro-they are in
the churchi, or so connected with it as to
idcntiiy them witli the saine clnss in tha
days of the apasties. There is iadccd one
important diffrenc-but ail to the disad-
vantage of the cbnrch of the present day.
It cannat nowv be said IlThey weut ont front
us," The churcli of' Christ so, calied is
eithrr more tolerant of lieresy now than in
the days of the aposties, or ber frowa is icss
dreaded, or the discipline of Christ's bouse
is so impotent that many af Ris mast for-
midable focs retain high places in tixe sane-
tnary. The writdngs of Coienso, or the
CREssays and luevîews,> sufficiently justxfr
this staternent. These and athers put forth
by persans holding high positions in. the
church, aim at na iess than to overthraw
thc authority of the scriptures as the only
aad alistifficient foundation of the believer's
bope-tbereby depriving man af au infalli-
bic guide, whether in the warship and ser-
vice of God, or tbe diseharge of the duties
whichl devolve upan hum in tbe several rela-
tions ai Saciety.

While the building ai the spiritual tem-
pie af Jehovali is going forward, there arc
three ways in wbich, enamies may do harin.
First, by leaving ont some ot the mate-
iais, undar tha plea that their use wiIl ne!-
ther add ta the strength nor ta the symme-
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