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It is hoped that the present year will wit-
ness the consummation of the long-desired
union, '

The mission work at home and abroad
in connection with the great Presbyterian
family has been as successful as usual.
Muny of our churches have been awakened
from spiritual torpor to & state of healthful
activity. et us pray that the year on
which we have eatered may be a vear of
unprecedented blessing to our own branch
and to all the branches of the Church of
Christ.
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THE “RECORD."

We are glad to say that many ovders re-
ceived for the present year show anfad-
vancc on previous years, This isencou-
raging to us, and it augurs well for the
Church. But much remains to be done.
Muny places there s1ill are within the
bounds of our Church where the REcorp
is scarcely seen at all. Surely this is not
right.  Some large congregations could
take just double the number they now or-
der.  We agaiu solicit the aid of ministers,
clders, and all our present readers.
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THE GHURCH OF GHRIST.

The field is the world; but alas how
small a portion of the world owns the sway
of the Lord Jesus! At the beginning of &
new year let us sarvey the field. The po-
pulation of the globe may be stated with
confidence to be about as follows:

.......................... 950,000,000
.............. 700,000,000
200,000,000

. 90,000,000
Istands.........ocne e te it aenenas 30,000,000
Population of theearth...... -.1,300,000,000

Some statisticians bring the population
up to 1,400,000,000, but the above aggre-
gate is four ,hundred millions above the
tables of Hassell, & German statistician
forty years ago. Since we have the statis-
tics of Europe, Amesicn, China, Hindoo-
stan guite accurately, the cbove statement
is believed to be nearly correct. China,
Hindoostan and Japan contain 610,000,000,
and, therefore, the allowance for Asia is
not too large. The earth, we may there-
fore state, contains in round numbers, at
least thirteen-hundred millions of people.

Then the question arises, Ilow are they
divided by religions? There are thre
great religions in the world; and under
three heads are contained three-fourths of S
mankind. ‘These are "Christianity, Buj. &8
hism and Mohammedanism.  Buddhisy §
originated among the Brahmins abeat five §
hundred years before Christ, but it cntered 28
China about the Christian era. Mohuy. BB
medanism began about six hundred years
after Christ. ~ The best computations give B
the following proportions of sthesere!igions,

namely: N
Christians. 360,000,00 RN
Buddhism 300,000,000

Mohamme +-160,000,00 G

-To these should be added, however, the J%
adherents of Brahma who are supposed to fie
number 110,000,000. Then we have 93). B
000,000 who are members of the old and
great -religions of the world—independen §
of the Jews who are so small a body as 1o
be unimportant at this point of view
There are then remaining 370,000,000, whe
are cithier the disciples of Confucins, or Pa.
gans of some gort,

TIt, now, we would learn the attitude of B
the Church toward false religions and Pa.
ganism, and see where the work of conver
sion and restoration is to be done, we mu
look to another table, showing, as near s
we can, the distribution of these bodic F3
This is, in general terms, as follows: ;
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This table is a littlo different from
one above, in giving something moreto
Christians and Pagans, but is substant
correct. ‘There arc in India andin0
nica a large body of Christians not ind
ed in the preceding table, but still g8
small in comparison with the whols pij
lation. Almost the whole of Northen



