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ans cause to which they devoted their lives,
who can tell? The graves of these two
witnesses of the trath of Jesus are ahout
the same distance from the residence of My,
Neilson as that of the sainted Mrs. J. W,
Matheson is fzom our own, on Aneityum,.
We would all, perhaps, nanirally prefer
faving our sepulchre in the land of our na-
tivity, and near by these who were dear te
as in life, by the ties of nature, friendship,
or grace; but if' we sleep in Jesus, and so
vise to everlasting life, at the voice of the
trump of God, our prospeets ought surely to
make us feel that, after all, the place of our
burial is a matter of very little consequence.

Both Mr. Neilson and his associate, Mr.
Watt, can now preach fluently in the Tan-
‘nese language, and have acquived an ex-
tensive acquaintance with native character
and customs ; and for this we should all be
thankfol, Tt is, however, discouraxing to
reflect that these missionaries and their pre-
decessors, with all their talents, energy and
devotedness have not yet succeded in form-
ing a Christian Church on ‘I'anna. There
is not n baptized person on the ®land, nor
one whe gives evidence of his having he-
epme the subject of a saving change. Some
of those, indeed, whe live about Port Reso-
lution say that they are Christians, but
when asked why they thought so, answered,
“ Because we do no work on Sabbash, but
sleep.”” By this you may judge of the ex-
tent of their knowledge of the Gospel. 1t
is now upwards of thirty years since Drs.
‘Lurner and Nishet attempted to plant the
standard of the Cross on this island, but
still heathenism seems to prevail upon it
anbroken. But we must not become
“weary in well-doing, for, in due season
we shall reap, if we fuint not” « He that
goeth forth bearing precious seed shall
douhtless come again with rejoicing, hear-
ing his sheaves with him.””  Le$ us thank
God and take couvage if any can be pre
wailed upon even to listrn to the reading
and preaching of the word of life, and
fabour on in faith and hope, “till the
wilderness and the solitary place shall be
glad for them, and the desert shall rejoice
and blossom as the rose.” At present the
attendance at worship at Mr. Neilson’s
station is 120.  There ave three preaching
places. Ahout 25 read. There are two
émall elementary books, and the work of
sranslating is dilicently carried on.

Tanna is one of the most fertile islands
in the New Hebrides. From the water’s
&dge to the mountain teps, the most luxur-
dant vegetation evervwhere abound:. Near
the centre of tho island rises to virw one of
the three active voleanoes of the group,
the other twod being on the isles of Am-
brymn, or Chynambrymn, and Lopevi.
The eruptions of the Tanna volcano occur
about every five minutes, and the ashes
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have been known to he carried® out to geg
as faras 40 mniles, We had an opportunity
of witnessing some magmficent erupions
during_the night we were eoasting along
from Kwamera to Port Resolution,

ANIWA,

Having teken our leave of Tanng, we
arrived after about twelve hours’ ] gt
Aniwa, the isle on which Mr. Paton is now
located. Asg you are awarve, Mr. Paion
spent the fiest part of his missionary Yifo on
Tanna, but, like Turner and Nishet, was
olliged to leave thatisland on acconnt of
the hostility of the heathen.  On Auiwahe
has now been lahouring for a peiivd of
seven years, during which a very importang
change for the better has been effected in
the history of the Aniwans, through lus in.
strumentality.  Nevertheless muach Jand
remains to be pessessed among these nas
tives.  Although in their cunversion from
heathenism to the profession of the taih of
Christ, Mr. Paton has much rveason to.
hless the Name of the Lord, yet he bas stil
trials not a few amonyg them, trials which
none but men of such earnestuess and ten-
derness of heart as his are capable of en-
during. Although all the natives un the
islands are professedly Chiistiun, they, ars
yet very ignorant, many of them, at ieast,
of even the first principles of the ductrines.
of Christ, and, practically, scarcely dis
tinguishable from the heathien on the ad
jacent islands. But by the blessing of
God attending the labours of Mr. Paton
and his mest excellent wife, I have no
doubt but that, in a short rime, ihero
will be o native church on Aniwa, which,
in many respects, shall be regarded as a
model ane.

" 'he population of Aniwa is only 222, of
whom 120 are males and 102 females.
There has been a considerable decrense in
the population during the past Year—are
mark which applies 10 these islands gener-
ally. There are 50 church members, 26 of
whom are males and 24 females. The
whole population attend church.  Thers
are five churches and schools.  T'wo thirds
of the reople have got books and a consid-
erable number are making satisfactory pro
gress in reading, Three Aniwan books
have been printed during the past vear,
viz., & primer, catechism and hymn book.
Portions of Scripture, alse, have been
translared, printed and placed in the hands
of the natives. ‘Thero are two Aneitvum-
ese and one Eestern teacher on the nland.
These will take charge of the mission pre-
mises, and of the worship and work in
general, during the absence of Mr. Paton
and his family, who are, at present, cheer:
ing us with their presence, as our gucsts ob
their way ta the colonies.




