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PAS%,ýTORAL LETTER,,*
THE SYNOD 0F THlE PRESBYTE RIAN CHCUC OF THE LOWE1R

PROVINCES 0F BITISH{ NORTH MMRICA,. TO TRE CON-
OlIEGATIONS UNDER TITEIR QIIH4RGB:

Gace, 3fùrcy, aznd Peace bce unto yous from &.od the Falher, and fr-oli.
Our Lord Jesus Oiist.

I3ELOVD-
Ouat histvry as a United body is but short, aud'it seernedmeet unio Usi'

audwe trust, aiso tw the floly Gliost, to address you in this mauà'ner on.
several topies, suggested by our history, bY the aspect of tlue times, and by
the special dealings of God's providence with us as a Church. By the bles.
sing of the Great Ilead of the Church, this may prove profitable alike to.

you and o n thu mots.ujeto arae n tepritn t

It is %with deep concern that the Synod contemplate the laxity of opinioný
whichi obtains o h motn ujc fMrizD;adtepritn t
tempts. which are being made to weaken and destroy the sacred fences
wvhich the Word of God and the Standards of the Presbyterian Churcli have
thrown -arouud the marriage relationship ; and they would niost earnestly
aad affectionately remind all under their inspection, that the violation of the
Divine precepts ln reference to marriage exposes the violators to the wrathl
of God, and makes them liable to temporal, spiritual, and everlasting evil,,
as certainly as the violation. of auy other law in the Book of God. The law
of God iii regyard to marriag,,e, as contained ia the Bible, is exhibited with.
sing"uhar elearness arà& precision in Chapter XXIV of the CONFESSION
oï FAiîTu,-the diligent study of wvhieh is earaestly recommended to, al,.
and more especially to.the young, 'who are the hope of the Church, and on.
whose good coaduct so much of the spiritual and social welI-beingr of society-
depends. It is no small enforcement of this recommendation that the teacli-
iug of the "lConfession"ý on this subject is iu perfect barmony with the faithi
of the Churcli universal lu ail ages-Jewish and Christian; aud that tbe
lawv of thû laai. art Jliat of the Churcli are one on tUis point, so that any,.

$"On motion agrood thaL a Pastoral Latter to the Ghurch ho propared aud publiahed, and,
tho following Committos was oppointod for thut~ purposo, Rite. Messrs. IL. biodgowick, J.
Cainoron, and William MurrAy. Mr. Sedgowick, ovnr-Eto from, èSynod XMiules.
Fftrevah Scdcrunt, July 3, 1861.


