
TI1E 1-O-3111 AND FOREIGlCNRCO.

THE GENIUS 0F PRESBYTERIANISM.

W~lie-, our Saviour lîad fini'ýhve 1îi' gloriotus work and aseended to tlii
anit o11( f the Fatlivi., lie dal not le:îve 1ii people to be siiielded I)v 1u1

arn1 of' flehl, or Lruideil by the dietates of niere liuni:n %visdorn. Tl)iîunh
,lheir 2-1a;ter liad grotte; tlîoîgh ilivy wei'c few alid fee, and surî-iouîdied
by tinscirupuiloizs, aovrfl:nd ci-ie] foes, 111(.. Coffld 111ri-joice in Jhs: con-
tinuled. prese uce, auprit.idne~nd ready aid in evcry eînergenry-for
le liud 1 ledged biis %word to li iitli [hm4& alway even uinto tie, end of the

*wurld ' Tite (ornforter wns theirs - te Ikly Spirit w~ho lind, corne
te Call to thicir remeniffi'aiie ail the teacling anil the doing of their as-
eend<1 LordI. Sweet brotlîerly fW!lov'sliip w'stheilrs-tite I. delighltftul Coni-
maunion of sit-l!the more needf i anmd welvomc on oc9n f the mi-

nyravAnous Nvvs thiat prowlc(l ou tside tbic bld in whlui the uitile flock
>.iui ,lit sielter. Fear not little floek ! 'file (lîief, Shieflierd, tligli lis bo-
dlily presence is witliîh'awn belîin<I a vnîil cf'liglît wliich, to mortal eye cati
pierce, is present with you still as yoîîr iProphet, iPîiest, and Kingr; and he
ivill net oxîly sustain and deferid you, but lie %vill aiso guidie you ariglit iii
-%vorsltilp, in doctrine, in) governrnent: NIe lias given you apostles, prophiets,

*evqngveli.sýts, teacliers. 11e lias given yoit no visible Ilead on eartli tlîat you
inay continue to look tip te Iirinself as the Cliief Slieplierd and lean on his
am17i and seek direction frora him in times of ditflculty and danger.

As a wise lîotuscîolder Christ gave ample regulations for the govemcent
-of his own 'Wse When troublous doubts ani e-ontrover; i(s arose iîî the
Church the IlApostles and EIders", acting nînder the inspiration of' the Ilo-
iy Spirit, met iii solemn Synod, and decreed atihoritativeiy wlîat course
shouid be purzued, w'hat yoeke slîouid be impose(] -,itd what burdens slîouid
'be removed. Tite family of .Jesus, the primitive cliristians, however ividely
scattti'ed, were one in lit-art, in lité, in action. llin one mernber sufféed
ail sympathized ; when the Thessalonin, Ep)liesiaqn and Corinthian churclies
flourislied urider the dews of divine grace flic saints that wverc in Jesusalera
rejoiced ; and when tiiese were distressed by peverty ani litinger the Gen-

-tili brotherheod has;tencd te ilîcir relief. The love of' Jesus subdL'ed and
unified the most antagenistit and repeilant elenments. Grcek and Jew. Bar-
barian, Scytiin, bond and free, rich and peor, becarne one ini Christ. There
ivas no lording, over Christ's lîcritage then-no proud prelacy tramplig un-
der foot the sacred rights and blood bop-lit privileges cf that ihappy brother-
lhood. There were no feeble spiritual coteries, ne shattered fragments of'
communities standing coldly aloof and usurping te thiemeelves the name
and authority of the whlîoe famiiy of Jesus-tere iras no seifishi Indepen-
dency in *hose days of self-sacrifice, fervent picty and expansive love. Tlîe


