
32 THE LAMP.

SOME LEAVES 0F GRASS.

0f obedience, faith, adIiesivencss;
As 1 stand aloof and look there is to me something profoundly

affeeting in large masses of men followingr the lead of these
,%Vho dIo iot~ believe iii mon.

1 do not afirin that what, you sec beyond is fut2e, 1 do not
advise you to stop,

I do riot say leadings von thoughtgetacntget

But I say thiat none lead to greater than thlese lead to.

We consider bibles and religrions divine-I do not say they are
not divine,.

I say they have ail rrowvn ont of you, and may grrow out of you
stili,

It is noV they wlho give the life, it is you wvho give the life,
Leaves arc not more shed f rom the trocs, or trocs from the

earth, than they are shed ont of you.

I will sîng the song of coîripaniioiiship,
1 will show whiat alono must finalIy compact these,
I believe these arc to be found their owvn ideal of manly love,

indicating it to me,
I will therefore let flame fromn niie the burningy fires that wvere

threatening, to consume me,
I will lift whiat lias too long kept dowvn those smouldering fires,
I will give them complote abandonmnent,
I will write the evangcel-poein of comirades and of love,
For who but I should undorstand love with ail its sorrow and

Joy ?
And who but I should be the poet of comrades?

- Wadt Whitman.


