
A IIEKMIEN MOTIIIE1.

11, this 'country we often have rain, and we never
knov Mien the rain will corne; buL in the great coun-
try far over the seas, calle(l India, it is not so. Thore it
dues not rain for many months t<g-tlaer, and the burning
$un scorches thue ground. WThen tlue rami cornes, it pour:î
,o hard that in a littie time the low lands are covered wîith
,water. Then it keeps on raining more gently for nearly
four monthis. This rain. cornes every year. It bcgins iii
june ani ends in October.

There is a plant which grows in Irudia, called Indigo.
The bline dye whichi is used for colouring men's coats,
anud little boy's dresses, is made frorn this plant. It is
read 'y to be eut ab)out the time thiat the heavy rains begin.

One day a gentleman in India was riding over his
grounds. The rains liad begun, and the waters were
rising, and hîs mren were cutting the Indigo plant as fiast
as, tliey could, for fear it should be spoiled b3, the flootiq.
The gentleman saw two of his men a littie way fromn him;
they hiad left off cutting the plant, and they ivere stooping
dowvn over something, and seemed to be pityirig it very
rnuch. The gentleman went up to them, ani lie found
thiat they had picked up apour littie baby. Its cruel mo-
ther or father had left it there on purpose to die. ht inust
very soon have died ; the jackals or vuitures wouid have,
eaten it, or it wouid have been drowned in the waîer. ht
%vas very nearly dead ; its lips were blue, its eyes were
fixed, and its littie fingers were clenched together. 'Jlie
gentleman ;vas very sorry for the poor littie baby, aiu lie
îoid his men to make haste, and to carry it as quickly as
they could to his house. Then he galloped home, and
begged bis wife to get a warrn bath ready for the poor
baby. As soon as it was brought in, it %vas put inu the
bath, and then it was rubbed with warrn flannels. Pre-
,entiy it began to get warin, and the colour came to its
lips, and it opened its eyes. IIow pieased its kind friends
must have been that they were in time to save it frorn
death. They could flot find its cruel inother. We should


