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ncw Board, in the reports of thc officcrs, nor at at any intcrval, are
the liccntiatcs supplicd with proper information as to the business
donc by the Board. If a similiar state of affairs existcd in Ontario
for one ycar, much less for three, thcrc vould be a licentiatcs' rcbcl-
lion. The dentists of Nova Scotia also cnjoy the sane annual
source of information. It is preposterous that the skimped reports
supplicd only oncc in threc ycars should bc prcsentcd as sufficicit
to satisfy Qucbcccrs. Evcry motion and the names of the movcrs
and scconders-in fact, a complete copy of the minutcs should be
annually furnished in printed form. It is neither advisable nor
convenient to rcad tlem all over at the meetings, as thcy should be
rcad in two languages. It is bettcr that the liccntiates shiould
know, as thev know in Ontario and Nova Scotia months beforc the
meeting, just what business the trustcd stewards have transacted.
It is essentially important, too, that they should have details as to
the expenditurc of tleir moncy. Il ail this, Ontario lias the fullest
information.

"ON THE FENCE."

We cannot unclerstand that moral cowardice which is afraid
opienly to praisc or condcemn, but which .îits timidly .on the fence,
rcady to drop on cither side, as the infirmity of purpose or interest
may cecide. We lave vacillating members of our profession who
liesitate to-day, as they miglt have done forty ycars ago, to
express confidence in the saving mcrits of amalgam, and to disap-
prove of the unscientific nonsense occasionally writtcn as to its
"constitutional effects." Yet nov thcy use it quite openly and
frcqucntly, when once upon a time they only used it on the sly.
In conventions they, once upon a time, aimed to get credit as
exclusively gold operators, or, at bcst, left tic amalgam question
ad refercndum, cither on account of constitutional inability to be
firm or constitutional hypocrisy. Unless one bas experimcntally
and scicntiflcally proved his opinions they nust be based. upon
ignorant prejudice. Tliat was exactly the situation forty ycars
ago or more. There vas plcnty of excuse for conviction foundcd
upon pure conjecture half a century ago, both medical and dental.
Men then jumped to conclusions, absolutely ignorant of phenomena
which arc so much clearer to us to-day. Every now and then
some lineal descendant of the capricious practitioners of half a
century ago, discovers a marc's nest, and persuades some of our
contemporaries to print his shilly-shally nonsense. The dental
profession docs not relish such nonsense, even "now and then."
Men who ývritc it, and who fail to add anything iew to the argu-
ments offered in 1841, ought to be in league with the cranks who
believe that the carth is square, and that the moon is macle of green
cheese.
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