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TORONTO,

CANADA, JANUARY 15, 1868.

Po%mcw I'reE:

&lie -£ield.

Smothering Ont the Thistle,

To the Kditor of THR CavaDa FARMER :

Sm—Having glanced in a former communication,
under the head of “How to Exterminate the Thistle,”’
at some of the ineflectual methods Litherto recom-
mended and practised, permit me now to say a few
words on a plan whith appears to me perfectly con-
sistent with phyaiological principles, and which1
have found eminently successful.

The thistlo will always yield most resdily to the
following treatment: Grow it in the abade, where it
will be compeNed to elongate, (but deprived of the
power to elaborate) and 30 exhaust the root of its
store. But firat, let us glance at the farmer’s ordi-
nary routine of operations, and see how unerring and
successful hohas been, and still is, in propagating this
bold, undaunted, and dangerous invader; then by
reversing this routine, see if it cannot be expelled.
The farmer’s usual practice is to put in his winter
wheat on fallow ground, and, as aforesaid, no better
preparation oould possibly be made for the propaga-
tion of the thistle by seed. The mext misfortune fol-
lows as & rule, almost without exoception; Timothy
issown wilu clover, or Timothy aloae, and this en-
sures only once mowlng, generally about the middle
of July, just when the thistle ia matared; and altheugh
tho seed may not be fully ripe when cut, they ripen
aflerwards, in the same manner as we see in grain
after being cut. Insuch hedds, X have seen in the
spring young plants issuing forth ss thick as you
oAy see young tlover from » seed-head, After the
mowing of this cropof Timotby, the thistle :gzin puts
forth suother healthy orop of leaves, whioh now can
luxuriaste in the unobstructed raysof the sug and
air,and a0 continue fo the begianing of November,
leaving the root stronger in stored-up matter that in
the spring. Now, can thigbe altered? Yes. Sow
clover for the time withvut Timothy, and strain a
pointtomow it twice, and you will sssaredly suceeed.
Now sake two -thistles .in the- following positions,
and pause » little on the extrome difference. Look
firstatthe thistle the loavesof wiich, sy, are six inches
long, growing in unodbairtcted, mulllae snd air; seo
what a bright, glossy green it amumes, how lcroe its
prickles look, moat scutely suggaitive of thé mnoy
unce of tmd!ng on 1t with naked fect, or pnmng gtup
with our Bands.

Now tarn to s fooble specinien, overwholxned in
s heavy crop of olover, with s bunok of pale and
sickly-lookin; Teaves ot the 10y, but mone at the
botiqm; dray- them through your band; sad thoy will
Dot burt you. Light and shade .&‘an,m difer-
enos.. 00 o (he Oile growlag éxposed, sad it will
mumhtorth-uﬂnnc, whick may be repoated

perimpe ten times (as the mieazm-plongh writer has
| -
v

said), and the reason is this: as soon as tho leaves
put forth, they begin to organize.and throw back to
the roof as much as it hag cost for their production;
but cut off tho light and alr, and tho caso is reversed.
The thistle grown in ihe clover, has from the first
been growing in tho shade, and trying to keep pace
with the clover to reach the light, producing thus its
sttenuated forin, because its growth is not nearly so
rapid as tkat of the clover, and growing in this con-
dition, it has extracted its whole substance from the
root, without making any returns, and consequontly,
the root has loat just so much of its snbstance. In
the second crop, there will be the same disparity of
growth between clover and thistle, only the latter
will be much more fesble, so that when the second
cutting takes place, ihe thistle is fairly subdued, but
Dot quite destroyed. To complete the destruction,
plough the lay down in the beginning of October;
by this time what little power is leftin the root
will be excrted in the reproduction of some fecble
leaves, for 8o long as there is active sap in the plant
itmust have lungs to breathe (during the growing
season) or it will surely dio ; and by ploughing them
down, no leaves are left as working agenta to elabor-
ate or digest food, to be stored in tho root to pro-
duce the plant for next ycar. With this treatment
tho thistle is doomed, no matter of how long stand-
ing, or how numerous. The following has been my
method of managing the clover crop, In the fall of
the first year, do not feed it off after the middle of
September, and if it be not strong, not at all, After
the gronnd is frozen sufficiently bard to bear the cart
or wegon, a dressing of half-rotter manure must be
applied. Scatler it evenly from the wagon. Thisis
to ensure two things—to prevent frost-lifting in the
spring, and to casure {wo crops ; the first to he cut
a8 so0n a8 it is in full bloom—not & brown head nrust
be seen. When the crop is removed, apply s dressing
of plaster without loss of time. The first crop will
(a8 & rule) he always ready from the twenty-first to
the thirticth of Junc; the latter, two months after.
The last might be a little more matared. Now, it
does not follow that tho lay must be ploughed down
after the first, or the sccond crop; but so long as it
remains, it must have a slight dressing of mauure in
the fall for pmtcchon, and the second crop is certain.

In regard to the process of making or curing the crop,
the following hints may bo usefal. If the weather be
fine, it will nced but onco turning. Never put it in
cock; for by so deing the leaves will drop from the
stalk when spresd abroad again {o dry. In showery
weather it is much morelikely to suffer than Timothy;
for when once wet, after being withered, it will take
twicens lonz to dry; consequently, s little more pru-
denceisnecessary. Never putitinabarn,orotherbuild-
lng, but always in & stack. Twenty acres of clover
‘will (on tiie averago) ylold thirty tons, snd -thirty
tons mako one good sized stack, twenty-eight foot
long, by sixtecn wide. If this stack were to be
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thatched, it could not be safely done for ten days or
a forlnight, by reason of its sweating; but when
correctly done, clover thus sccured makes the very
best of hay, and alvays commands fifteen or twenty
shillings per ton more tban ofllier hay in the English
markots. “Thatching of this time of yeart” the
farmer may say. ‘I bhave nottiwme.” De itso;then get
some good lumber boards, fourteen fect long, and they
will 1ast a number of years with care, and are move
easily removed as the stack is being consumed; and
let no farmer think it a hardship (o have one stack
of c1d hay to commence the winter with, Hay put
in stacks is considered in its prime at one year old.
Now, suppose this clover-growing system ouly to
effect tue destruction of the tiistle, then surely Wt
worth something; for, sapposing the farmer had .o
consume the whole of it on lis farm at.the presett
time, I contend the hay would be worth to Lim
at least five dollars per ton, which for the two crops,
say, three tons, would bring in fiftecn dollars per
acre; then allowing bim for cultivating the extreme
sum of fourtecn dollars per acre, he would clear one
dollar, instead of osing tea for fallowing. Tbhere arc
thousands of farms that would be much benefited if
this system were adopted. Sell the crop in the form
of mutton, wool, beef, butler and cheese; milch cows
ask for no better food, with an slternate feed of man-
g01d and carrots. Sheep will fatten freely in winter
on the same, with a few turnips. Horses (if not
worked too hard) need nothing more, save a few roots.
of that generous yielding crop, the Belgian carrot.
Then, in spring or fall, the farmer has got at hand
what ought $o0 give him as much pleasure to behold-
as doliar bills, namely, s comely heap of madure;
with this, he must not begrudge the sum required to
buy a liberal quantity of bone dust, an outlay neccs-.
sary for the preparation of his root crops. Then his
farm will grow, or become more fertile, justead of
deserving the bad character ““run out.” One word
more about the clover atack. Scdrcely one season
could pass beforo this hay would rival any other in
the market; then no other crop would pay the
farmer better. It should not be loaded up like loose
straw, but cut out (with a good bay kaife)in paral-
lelograms, 31x2 {t., each picce weighing about forty
or fifty pounds, whxch will make a snug load by
1aying two in breadth. They need not have bands,
but two stout ropes to unload with; while one is beiug
deposited the other night be ﬁxmg ready to be
hauled up.

The twenty acres of clovcr lay, ploughed down,
must absolutely be followed by a root-crop; say five
acres of potatoes, five acres of turnips, three of-man-
gold, and two of carrots; and to give the jaded ground
a fair chanos to recuperate, crop it with the:samé
roots the second year, only ahift their position;” the:
farmer will then have plenty of food, to feed plenty

‘of stock during winter. As & rule, permit mo to say,

nover ‘manure for any grain, or potatoes; reseive



