820

THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL.

After the basswood harvest ie gathered by the
bees, extract it closely, for it will not taint any
other honey, even though it be from fall flowers,
and somewhat darker, with its aromatic flavor.
For retail packages, tin-pails with close-fitting
covers ars the best. Purchased by the gross or
in lots of one thousand or more, the price is so
inconsiderate that no consumer will object to
paying what they cost in adéition tothe price of
the honey, for they are so handy to have in the
house that not one in & hund:ed would return
the pail. A neatly printed label should be gum-
med or pasted on each pail, stating the amount
and kind of honey, name of the apiarist by
whom put up, and giving ina foot-note direc-
tions for liquifying the honey in case it granu-
lates.
Saug Run, Garret Co., Md.

From British Bee Journal.
Carrier Bees.

HERE will the imagination of inquir
W} ing thinkers ever stop? We already
had carrier pigeons, swallows as harb-

iners, now we hava bees and waeps as messeng-
ers. A bee-keeper of the Gironde, M. Teynac,
formed the idea of ascertaining whether insects
might not be capable of performing. within a
small radius,what birds do at a great distance,
Experiments are

namely, carry messages.

always interesting- '
Numerous,observations have established thy

fact that if a swarm of bees is enclosed in a
box, or other recepticle, and carried to a dist-
ance of from_two to three miles from the hive,
any of the bees which have regained their liberty
will soon take flight in the direction of their
hive. Those more rapid than the rest will
traverse the, intervening Space in twenty or
twenty-five minutes, _which corresponds 10 &
speed of about eight miles an hour.

Startingjfrom this fact, M. Teynac has led
the way in_ the introduction of. carrier bees.
Suppose theowner of & swarm Wwishesto initiate
jntercommunicatien with a person several miles
off. He will first of all send him & small hive
for conveying the bees. Itisa box with a cover
of wire netting, provided on one side with small
holes that;canjbe closed with & hinged lid, The
bees are put in through these holes. The little
box is so Light that it can be seLt by post. On
reaching their destination, jthe insects are set
free in a room provided with honey for their
gse. Whilst the beelis regaling itself, a minute
dispaton, prepared beforeband, is fixed on its
thorax. This}dispatch is a light and short leaf
of paper, split with_a chisel, so as to form two
feev, which are coated with isinglass.

The bee is seized, and the paper applied
quickly so that the glue touches neither the
head nor the wings. After this the insect is seb
at liberty, and it unhesitatingly sets off in &
direct line towards 1ts former domicile. There
it meets with an unexpected obstacle. In front
of the doorway of each hive a small tin box has
been placed, which is pierced on one side with
holes just large enough to allow a single bee t0
pass through. But the latter embarrassed by the
dispatoh which it bears on its back, like a rigid
wing, makes unavailing efforts to pass through.
It is obliged to wait until it is relieved of its
burden. In this way M. Teynac has several
times successfully experimented.

From American Bee Journal.
Qualities of Black Bees Defended.

A. D. ELLINGWOOD.
Y BELIEVE I was the first person to takeup

the cudgel in defence of the German black

bee, and I feel gratified to see others coming
out courageously and taking their stand alonf
with me. Iam thoroughly convinced that the
black race of bees is a very valuable one, and
that witk. the same care and attention that i8
giveu the Italians, they will give just as go
results.

I have been making a carcful canvass ot th®
Eastern States and I find that the black bues ar®
decidedly popular. I have received a greﬂ"
many letters,complimenting me on my courag?
in defending them, and many of the writers $8Y
that they by all means prefer them to tBY
Italiaos.

In my own yard the blacks have excelled the
ltalians every time. One year I took 500 pout 8
of honey from 6 black colqnies and from 8
colonies of Italians in the same yard I took onlf
about 100 pounds. They did scareely anythi”s
but swarm.

I do not say that the Italians are an inferiof .
race, but I do claim that the blacks are just
good, and I prefer them to all others. I hev?
had six years’ experience with bees, and hsv?
usually had from 75 to 100 colonies, so I 82
fully prepared to substantiate any claim I m
regarding my favorite bee.

To prove to any of the intelligent bee-keepd.
that the black bees are a very fine race of i
1 should like to have them experiment with ™"
nice, large colony and give them a fair #7*°°
getting them from any reliable man in M ; )
New Hampshire or Vermont. Let the bee-
who have the German or black bees, and k“";
and appreciate their worth, come forward| #
defend them. They are valuable bees. L%
prove it, -



