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HANDSOME NATIVE PLANTS.

The Botanie Garden, at Cambridge, always has a lesson
for the quick eye in its treatment of interesting fresh varie
tice. A giont Mesembryanthemum (acinaciforme,) a small
but very graceful native white Orchid, Cypripedinm candi-
dam, a purple Aquilegia, a strong plant with deep greeo
leaves, as il rearcd in its own mountains, and an exquisite
white Trillium grandiforum, all grown in cold houses, show
what may be done with our less cultivated plants. The Tril-
Jium especially deserves to be grown for an eorly housc plant,
and wilrbc a gratefal addition to Easter flowers.—SusaN
Powee in Vick's Magazing for June.

HORTICULTURAL DEPARMENT.
Wintering Geraniums.

A correspondent wishes to know the best way to keep gera-
niums in a ocllar during winter. The treatment must vary
according to the condition of the cellar. The practice which
is frequently recommended, of hangiog the plants up by the
roots, exposed to the air,can succeed only in a cellar aniform-
ly cool and but few degrees above the freezing point; and the
degree of moisture in the air must be just such as to retain
the natural amonnt in the plants, without being so dry as to
shrivel them on one haud or so moist as to cause decay. The
plants must be kept as nearly in a dormant state as possible
by maiotaining & low temperature. There are but few
cellars which possess all these requisites, and this treatment
18 not likely to succeed in most cases,

We have adopted the following mode, which requires little
carc and answers well. A rather large and well lighted
window i8 double glazed, and a stand is provided on which
the plants are placed so as to receive plenty of light. When
they are taken up 1 autumo, ncarly all the tops are pruned
off, but enough 1s left for the base of 2 compact form, with a
small portion of the young foliage, say about one-tenth or one-
twenticth of the leaves of each plant. They are they planted
in moss, in o shallow box, placing the box in an inclined po-
sition or with a slope of about forty-five degrees, putting a
layer of moss on the lower side, then & row of the trimmed
plaots and another layer of moss and row of plants till the
box is filled. It is then placed in its position on the stand
in front of the window. The moss may be kept sufficiently
moist by showering it with a watering-pot once a month or 2
fortnight, as it may require, a warm and dry cellar needing
more frequent watering thao adamp or cool one.  In a warm
cellar the plants will make some growth daring wiater, and
as the leaves inorease in number they will consume more
moisture than at first. If the eellar is quite cool they will
remain nearly dormant aund the slight moistarefrom tho moss
will preserve them from drying up. Moss is much better
than damp sawdust, whioh in its tura is better than soil. In
moss, there i8 no danger of their becoming water-soaked after
watering, the natural supply being given off, partly in the
form of vapor.

Tho most convenient size fur the boxes is about two feet
squaro and six or cight inches deep but they may be larger
or smaller. An early growth is made the next spring by
putting them in a hot-bed for a few weeks before planting in
open ground. A small portion of a hot-bed will hold =2 large
number placed compaotly together.

GARDEN VEGETABLES.

We have reccived from Robert Manning, Scerctary of
the Massachusetts Borticultural Society, a printed report of

the diseussions of the socicty which took: place place on the
11th of December, on the various garden vegeotables which
have attracted recent atttention among tho vewer and older
varicties. B, P, Ware, who opened tho disoussion, said he
was conservative on the subjeot of new sorts, which do not
always maintaio their first reputation, after the speoial ocare
with which they were cultivated has declined. Among they
finest squashes he named the Butmuao, beautifal in color, ex-
cellent in quality, a good keeper, desirable for amateurs, but
not very productive. The Marblehead is like it, both better
than the Hubbard, of which they are sub-varicties, and both
mwoderately productive. The Essex was obtained by orossing
the Turban and Hubbard, a remarkable sort, uniting the ex-
celiceee of the Turban with the keeping quality of the
Hubbard. Itis a rapid grower, ripens early and may be
plented as late as the first of July. President Wilder said
the Essex and Hubbard would fill the season. J. J. H.
Qregory said the Marblehead squash was brought from the
West Indies, and he recommended raising only the best sorts,
even if not the most productive. They would be worth mere
in the cnd,

Mr. Ware said that Fottler's Improved Brunswick cabbage
is the best early variety, and that Mr. Fottler sold his seed
for its weight ia gold. It has now run some years and has
gained in size and lost in earlincss. In Marblehead, where
the cabbage is the most important of all farm crops, it was
formerly preferred to the Stonemason, but is now less relisble.
The last named was introduced some forty yeards ago by Mr.
Mason and afterwards improved by Mr. gtone. It makes
solid heads of excellent quality. The American Improved
Savoy is an improvement on the old Savoy, having smaller
stumps and larger heads. Mr. Gregory s2id the Storemason
cabbage has ono fault—a tendency to rot at the stump.

Tomatoes came under examivation. President Wilder said
he had tried all the pew sorts, and had scttled on the Acme
and Paragon. Mr. Ware thought these two superior to all
others.

As to potatoes, Mr. Ware said that, since the Early Rose
was originated 204d sold for three doltars 2 pound, and a cow
bought with a single tuber, we have been flvoded with new
varictics. Burbaok was highly commended. Early Obhio is
carlier than Barly Rose and is of fine quality. The Bell is
probably the best new sort. Among peas, several members
had found the Americas Wonder the best carly dwarf variety,
and the Chmpion of England was the general favorite for
a latc one. Mr. Gregory said that the Joha Bull pea has
very stocky leaves; pods and peas both very large, and it fills
out well. Hancock’s Karly was the most satisfactory among
the hard yellow sorts  Mr. Wilder said Breek’s Excelsior is
a splendid variety.

It is a source of gratifeation that the members of this
veteran sosiety, who are such able horticulturists, are giving
attention to the improvement of the best and most delicions
vegetables, and adopting the cfficient and prolific mode of
obtaining ncw varicties by crossing.

House Plants.

‘Those who keep oroameotal plants in the windows of their
living rooms during winter, frequently incur a good deal of
labor in scleeting the haandsomest bloomers irrespective of’
their, hardiness, or power to withstand dry air or an occa-
sional cold snap a little below freezing. The pansy, for fns-
tance, will cndure almost any degree of cold to which it
wounld be subjected, and if Horists will examine their Sower
beds before the ground is entircly frozen up, they will sce



