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friend Maurice found that the priest lad been invited to
supper. Ie accepted the invitation, and ny readers will
agree with me in thinking le was right, for ,

l We sat down at seven. Madame triumphed in the incuu.
the peasants' bread soup, fried putatoes, blanqueue of
chicken ; beefsteaks, a savoury menat pie ; one of Madane's
capons," (is the art of ' caponizing 'lost in Canada ?) " which
sle had brought to show nie in the morning, being proud of
its iveight , salad, haricots, pastry fruni Clernont, three
kinds of wine-all of flileirc's own making, and a dessert
of grapes, peaches, and little cakes."

Oh ! decidedly the priest was riglt to come. And the
conversation, too, sccms to have been on a par vith the sup-
per. The only thing that was wanting vas the constant
presence of Madame ;

" She alone was silent and preoccupied. As every dish,
even the vegetables, came to table separately and required a
change oi plates, she had much to du in going up and down
stairs to and froi the kitchen. I thougit lier better worth
looking at than anything I had seen at the great Paris Exhi-
bition. She had been up at four A.M., had gone tu early
service at the thurcli at five, had dune all the washing, clean-

ing, cooking, and ail the work of overy kind for the family.
if for a moment lier attention had not been wanting at the
fire, anud she lad nothing elso to do, her knitting lad been in
her hands. After twelve o'clock dinner, she had gone to the
field to load up vheat, and lad then come home to cook the
supper. If Madame could bo exhibited in England, it would
be a siglit that would surprise nany of us, so brond-shouldor
cd, so clean-linbed, so active, so sunburnt, so wgell-featured,
so guod natured. and so self possessed , and the work she does
in the day should be exhibited with her."

The polities of this happy family were of the usual French
character. the lusband ivas, theoretically, a republican ; the
wife, prubably foc ecclesiastical reasons, an imperialist. But,,
according to Hilaire's views, there are republics and repu.
blics; as may be gathered from what follows;

- So long as society is divided into a rich class and a poor
class, soute uf the latter having nothing at aIl-he was think.
ing of the great cities-republics wvill rcquire a more Leneral
diffusion of virtue than L; tu be fuund at present."

In aIl his thouglts, Hilaire seems to have regarded virtue
as the first requirement of a goverament, and of society in
general, prubably because he was a hard working peasant, and
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had something t' lose. He did not complain of the amount of Brenat, we need no longer wonder at the case with which
of taxation lie uad to pay foc his six hectares, viz. $30 a shte paid off the terrible indemnity exacted by the Germans
year, nor of the winý, tax of six cents a bottle. lis religious When the wleat had been aIl carried home, Hilaire began
opinions seen te have been what niay be termed -eclectic,' to break up his stubbles a few inches deep. This was to be
for he luved and reverenc.ed the guod Abbé who acted as followed by a deep ploughing of cighteen inches, with six
Vecaire, as well as the old Care who Lad been long super- bullocks, sonetimes with eight. As no farmer keeps so many
annuated ; le was a most effective menber of the choir , but animals at a tine, they unite their teams and plough each
his principal ideas seenu to have been that, " virtue was only others land by turns. On the faim were to be seen growing

to be found auon- peasants, " and that, " if a man did wheat, beets, luccrne, and potatoes. Tne value of these crops
his duty, these was no reason why he should be afraid of God is about the sane, but the wheat generally is worth less than
or of death." any of the other three. The lucerne is cut four times, and

As on these farms the wages of labour, the profits of culti- is kept, not very, but perfectly, clean.
vation, and the rent of the land, are ait in the sane hands, " The beet will seil this year for $100 an acre. The cost
and are ail spent on the spot, the population is very dense. of cultivation for it had been about $20 an acre. Wheat,
The amount of traic at the railway station was surprising , with their careful cultivation, on the good soil of Brenat,
and aIl this was, almost entirely, local traffic. The surplus yields on an average four quarters (32 busbels), or perhaps
of the great amount of produce, extracted fromthe land by four and a half (36 bushels), to the acre."
this dense agricultural population, is exchanged at Clermont The vineyard was on a small eminence Pome hundred feet
for manufactured gouds, and there maintains a correspond- higli on the edge of the plain. Part of it was formerly broken
ingly large number of people engaged in business. If aIl rock without any soil, but the necessary earth had been car-
Fracce is in the hands of men and women like the pensants ried there in baskets from the lower lands.
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