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ness, the vines grow strong, fast and vigorous, standing up
firm ag a tree.  Onc lb, 25c. ; 5 lbs., 81.00, post paid , peok,
oarriage oxtra, 75e. ; bushel, $2.50 ; bbl.,, §5.50.

The opinion of the Mentmore gardener may be trasted,

The following letter, from Mr. Gilbert Murray, of Elvers-
ton, Derbyshire, Eng., one of the best practical authoritics
on dairy-husbaudry, I print, although cvery sontiment in it
T have laid before the readers of this periodieal over and over
again. As to mowing pastures ¢ being injurious to them,” so
strong is this idea held in England that our own tenants in
Glo'stershire arc subject to a fine of $50 an aore if they
commit such a break of covenant.

Pastures —1 am much indebted to and intercsted in the
instruotive artiolo in the ¢ Agricult iral Gazette Almanac,”
by Sir J. B. Lawes, on the subject of pasturcs. There is an
ancient though suggestive adage, to the cffeat,  Better breast
plough a good feeding pasture than mow it.” The oraze of
a few years ago for indiscriminately laying down to pasturc
has considersbly abated. Tew disputo the utility of resting
the land by allowing it to remain two or three years in grass,
‘Wo have frequently read glowing accounts of inferior tillage
land being succesefully converted into fine feeding pastares,
but in all my wanderiogs I have failed to meet with such
caces. By the judicious application of well-seleoted manures,
a large quantity of grass may be produced. By no manage-
ment with which I am acquainted oan such be converted into
bullock pastures. (1) Traverse the length and breadth of Euog-
land and you will find the best feeding pastures on the Lias
and Osford clays  Closcly grazed and well-managed, they
bave gone on for generations without any artifioial dressings,
Note how carcful the best managers are in having the drop-
pings spread or collected daily to provent the growth of rank
unpalatable bunches which tho cattle refuse. To the close
observer this affords a useful lesson as to the inutility of dres-
sing futtening pastures with farmyard manure. The effect of
furmyard maoure on such pasture is to induce the growth of
a rank fleshy habit in the grasses of a more watery and less
nutritive character. Some experience of the use of Thomas'
powder or finely ground basioslag show that they may be pro-
fitably employed on the best feeding pastures by strengthening
the root development, and cocouraging the growth of clovers
and the fiser varicties of permanent grasses, Tho finest
feeding pasturcs on the best soil can soon bo injured by bad
mansgement Al pastures should be kept olosely grazed down,
at any rate until after mid-summer ; any surplus growth
after that date can easily bo cleared off. If the grasses are
allowed to form sced-culms during tho ecarly part of the
season, the pasture is permanently injured for years. The
skilful manager watches bis pastures, and constently shifts
his cattle, in order to kecp them cvenly grazed down, and in
a growing time frequently purchases more stock than the
land will fatten during the summer, and ocaloulates the loss
to bo less than if he allowed the pasture grasses to run to
seed.  There is no department of farm management on which
the word dilapidation oan be more justly applied than in the
ease of bad grazing on feediog pasturcs. The effect of the
charaoter of the soil on the fattening is olearly cxemplified
by the productive though weak feoling pastures on the allu-
vial deposits of the river valleys and apparently soanty
pastarcs on the Liag and Oxford clags. The former though
well adap'ed for the production of milk, will fail in produc-
ing the quantity of meat many would expeat.

If the Govornment were to supply to cach sohool medels or
diagrams of the principal breeds of cattle, horses, and sheep,
models and diagrams of agrioultural machinery, geological

”Q i. e. pastures that will fatten a bullock,

cabinots containing the prineipal minerals and soils, chemioal
cabinets containiog speoimcus of tho chicf chemical consti-
tuents of manures, entomologiocal oabinets, with specimons of
injurious inscuts, and, last, but not least, botanioal cabinots
containing dricd plants and sceds of the principal agrionltural
grasses, cereals, forage, and root crops, with the most com.
mon weeds found in those orops, together with coloured
diagrams showing the appearance of those plants in growth,
thon we may hope for a generation of agricultural labourers
more fit than tho present raco to meet the altered conditions
under which British agrioulturo will in future bo carried on.

Suoh instruction might not be theoretioally perfeot, or meey
the approval of dootrinaires or educational purists, but would,
I beliove, suffice, if obtainable throughout the country dis-
triots, and if at least onc such sohool were within the reach of
cvery town, so that urban children intonded for rural life
might attend and qualify at it,

The name of Sir Thomas Dyke Aoland is a very familiar
one in the West of England. From an early age he devoted
much time and study to the management of his lato father s
estate, and some forty-five years ago, he won the R. A. Socic-
ty's prize for the best essay on the farmiog of Somersetshire,
In those days, that county was one of the most backward in
England, and ooe scntenco in the essay I bave nover forgotten
it is one that many a farmer in this provisce would do welt
to lay to heart : * And ¥ am atraid 1 often annoy my neigh-
bours in the autumn by asking them : ¢ How much will this
bullock lose before May 7° "

Please observe that Sir Thomas proposcs that the cxperi-
ment stations should be managed by a committes of practical
farmera with competent soicatific guidance. I am also glad
to sco my own views confirmed by such an authority : « The
art of farming cao only be taught, as in other industrics, by
apprenticeship to onc who is engaged in it as a business.”

he letter mentioned in the first paragraph, or rather an
cxtraot from it, will be found at p, —.
Kidmore Grang. (Roschall),
Caversham Ozon December 30th.

I venture to ask forspace for one or two remarks suggested
by the letter upon agricultural educativn in your issuc of
Wednesday last, 24th Dec., by Sir Richard Paget, M. P.

If X differ from him on one or two points I would nov be
understood to disparage in any way the assiduous efforts that
he has made to promote the education of those who arc
engaged in agriculture.

It may be admitted that we swand in need of well-trained
men of scienoe who are thoroughly conversant with the detail
of agricultural practice.

Such men, if, and when, we can get them, will be of great
use, and will have a large field to work in.

But their function will not be to teach farming, but to
teach thoroughly the sciences bearing upon agriculture. Aud
no men but those who arc most thoroughly trained in scicnee,
and still more in the art of teaching will be able to achieve
success in imparting a real comprehension of scientific pria-
ciples to practical farmers.

There is no doubt that cxperimental stations conduoted for
scicntific investigation of practieal points in agriouiture may
be of great use if they are carried on by committees ot prac-
tical farmers with competent scientific guidance.

There is reason to believe that somo of the science-masters
of sccondary schools and grammar schools in country towns
may be found willing to give their services in the surrounding
villages.

As the demand grows (and assuredly it will xapidly), the
universities may probably be counted upon to supply men to




