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ness, the vines grow strong, fast and vigorous, standing up
firm as a tree. One lb., 25c. ; 5 lbs., 81.00, post paid , peck,
carriage extra, 75o. ; bushel, $2.50 ; bbl., 85.50.

The opinion of the Mentmore gardener may be truîsted.

The following letter, from Mr. Gilbert Murray, of Elvers.
ton, Derbyshire, Eng., one of the beast practical authorities
on dairy-husbandry, I print, although cvery sentiment in it
I have laid before the readers df this periodical over an1d over
again. As te mowing pastures " being injurious te them," se
strong is this idea held in England that our own tenants in
Glo'stershire arc subject te a fine of $50 an acrc if they
commit such a break of covenant.

Pas tures -I am much indebted te and interested in the
instructive article in the " Agricult iral Gazette Almanac,"
by Sir J. B. Lawes, on the subject of pasturces. There is an
ancient though suggestive adage, te the effect, " Better breast
plough a good feeding pasture than mow it." The craze of
a few years ago for indiscriminately laying down te pasture
has considerably abated. Few dispute the utility of resting
the land by allowing it te romain two or three years in grass.
Wc bave frequently read glowing accounts of inferior tillage
land being successfully converted into fine feeding pastures,
but in ail my wanderings I have failed te meet with such
cages. By the judicious application of well-select-I manures,
a large quantity of grass may be produced. By no manage-
ment with whieh I am acquainted eau such be converted into
bullock pastures. (1) Traverse the length and brcadth of Eng.
land and you will find the best feeding pastures on the Lias
and Osford elays Closcly grazed and well-managed, they
have gone on for generations without any artifleial dressings.
Note how careful the best manigers are in baving the drop-
pings spread or collected daily te provent the growth of rank
unpaiatable bunches whieh the cattle refuse. To the close
observer this affords a useful lesson as te the inutility of dres-
sing futtening pastures with farmyard manure. The effeet of
farmyard manure on sncb pasture is te induce the growth of
a rank fleshy habit in the grasses of a more watery and less
nutritive character. Saine experience of the use of Thomas'
powder or finely ground basicslag show that they may be pro-
fitably employed on the best feeding pastures by strengthening
the root development, and eneouraging the growth of clovers
and the finer varieties of permanent grasses. The finest
feedinîg pastures on the best soil eau soon bu injured by bad
management Ali pastures should be kcpt closely grazed down,
at any rate until after mid-summer ; any surplus growth
aftcr that date ean easily bo cleared off. If the grasses are
allowed te form seed-oulms during the early part of the
season, the pasture is permanently injured for years. The
skilful manager watches bis pastures, and constantly sbifts
his cattle, in order te kei p thein evenly grazed down, and in
a growing time frequently purchases more stock than the
land will fatten during the summer, and calculates the loss
ta bo less than if he allowed the pasture grasses te run te
seed. There is no department of farm management on which
the word dilapidation can bo more justly applied than in thr
case of bad grazing on fecding pastures. The effect of the
character of the soil on the fattcning is icearly exemplificd
by the productive though weak fecing pastures on the allu-
vial deposits of the river ï7alleys and apparently scanty
pastures on the Liat and Oxford clays. The former though
well ada -cd for the production of milk, wili fail in produc-
ing the quantity of ment many would expect.

If the Governament were te supply te cach school models or
diagrams of the principal breeds of cattle, horses, and sheep,
models and diagrams of agricultural machinery, geological

( i. e. pastures that wi fatten a bullock.

cabinets containing the principal minorais and soils, chemical
cabinets containing specimens of the chief chemical consti-
tuents of manurcs, entomological cabinets, with specimens of
injurions inscuts, and, last, but not loast, botanical cabinets
ontaining driod plants and seeds of the principal agricultural
grasses, cereals, forage, and root crops, with the most coin.
mon weeds found in those crops, together with coloured
diagrains showing the appearance of those plants in growth,
thon we may hope for a gencration of agricultural labourera
more fit than the present race to moet the altered conditions
under which British agriculture will in future bo carried on.

Snob instruction might not be theorctically perfect, or meet
tho approval of doctrinaires or cducational purists, but would,
I beliove, suffioe, if obtainable throughout the country dis-
trictd, and if at loat one snob sohool were within the reach of
overy town, so that urban children intenaded for rural life
might attend and qualify at it.

The naine of Sir Thomas Dyke Acland is a very familiar
one in the West of England. From an early age he devoted
muoh time and study to the management of bis late fatier s
estate, and some forty-five ycars ago, he won the R. A. Socie-
ty's prise for the best essay on the farming of Somersetshire.
lu thoso days, that county was one of the most backward in
England, and one sentence in the essay I have never forgotten
it is one that many a farner in this frovince would do weh
te lay te heatt . " And I am attaid often annoy My neigh-
bours in the autumn by asking them: 'flow much will this
bullock lose before May ' "

Please observe that Sir Thomas proposes that the experi.
ment stations should be managed by a committee of practical
farmers with competent soientific guidance. I am aise glad
te sec my own views confirmed by suoh an authority : " The
art of farming can only bu taught, as in other industries, by
apprenticeship te one who is engaged in it as a business."

The letter mentioned in the first paragraph, or rather an
extract froin it, will be found at p. -.

Kidrnore Grange. (Boschali),
Caversham Oxon December 301h.

I venture to ask for space for one or two remarks suggested
by the letter upon agricultural education in your issue ci
Wednesday last, 24th Dec., by Sir Richard Pagct, M. P.

If I differ from him on one or two points I would net be
understood te disparage in any way the assiduous efforts that
he has made te promote the education of those who arc
engaged in agriculture.

It may be admitted that we saud in need of well-trained
men of science who are thoroughly conversant with the detail
of agricultural practice.

Such men, if, and when, we can get them, will be of grcat
use, and will have a large field to work in.

But their function will net bc te teach farming, but te
teach thoroughly the sciences bearing upon agriculture. Aud
no mon but those who are most thoroughly trained ii science,
and still more in the art of teaching will be able te achieve
success in imparting a real comprehension of scientific prie-
ciples to practical farmers.

There is no doubt that experimental stations conducted for
scientific investigation of practical points in agriculture may
be of great use if they are carried on by committees of prao.
tical farinera with competent scientific guidance.

There is reason te believe that some of the science-masters
of secondary sohools and grammar schools in country towns
may be found willing te give their services in the surrounding
villages.

As the demand grows (and assuredly it will rapidly), the
universities may probably be counted upon te supply men te
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