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most easily detected, mn less than two moenths frowm lus crucitixion, we
fine' no less than five thousand people openly profess to be his diseiples.
And it chould be remeinbered that they wore not induced to make this
profession for the sake of wealth or worldly honours, because Christ had
promised them neither, but told them that they should be hated of all
men for his name-sake, and that he himself was not as well off 1n world-
ly goods as a fox ora bird. Xle told th_um,plagnly, that to be his disci-
ples would cost them gheir lives;, therefore nothing but-the clearest con-
vietion of his divine mission. conld have induced them to becone lys fol-
lowers. It is utterly impossibje for the Aposties and their associates to
have been.deceived, hecause.the things on which they rest thear testi-
wmony are matters of sense, not matters of opinion 3 besides it is impos-
sible that they should be deceived zespecting the miracles.they wrought
themselves. It is equally impossible that.they could have. been dacerv-
ers, beeause there is not one mark of deception in their characters—
T'hey always did good, and never «lid harm ; they perscvered all thewr
days in preaching and praetising the purest morality, and at last lud
dawn their lives in support of the.same. If they were impostors, 1
would enquire, what are the murks of truth-and honesty.? .

Either God.or man must.be the author of the Bible ; this-positon is
too plain to admit of dispute. And it js equally certain that 1f:men are
the authors of it, they must, be either gpod inen, or badmen. The pro-
phets and apostles who recorded the truths of the Bible, could not have
heen bad men, for the following reasons. 1. Because in their charac-
iers there is not oné trait of bad men; they never spoke nor acted wick-
edly in all their liyes, afierithey became prophets or apostles. 2. Be-
cause the histories of their lives exhibit every ¢haracteristic of good men ;
they unremittingly taught and practiscd righteousness, and iabhoured all
their days, and at last laid down their lives to support viriue. To say
they were bad men, would be an outrage on common sense ; it would
be the same as to say that very goad.men are very. bad men.

It is impossible that bad men could:have been the authors. of the
Bible, because it teaches all men to be goed, and threatens bad ones
with the wrath of God, and the torments of hell for ever and ever. If
the apostles -and prophets were impostors, they did not believe what
they predched, and if so, then undeceived, wilful impostors, must.have
invented the purest system of morals that eyer was preached.an ecarth,
denied themselves of nearly all the comforts of thas life, and voluntarily
submitted to the most ignominious and painful deaths, adl in support of
virtue ; when, at the same time, they hated it in their hearts, and did
not believe that either God or man required them to do so, or that they
would receive.the least benefit by so doing. .

It is equally clear that good men could not be the authors of the Bi-
ble; the men who wroto it constantly and uneqmvocally decldre,
they were not the authors of it, but that they only spoke and wrote
what the Lord revealed to them ; therefore, if they did not receive these
things by divine inspiration, they mast have been constantly wn the prac-
uice of lying wilfully and kuowingly, and therefore could not have been

zood men,  If then-neither had nor good .men were the authors of the



