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of facts 1s overwhelming on the point to be proved. Dr. Trumbull first
gathers materials from extra-biblical sources and then turns to the Bible.
He shows that the significance of all sacrifices is not in the death of the
victim, but in its life, as represented by its blood. The blood is the life and
blood shed is life offered to God by which an indissoluble covenant is
entered into between the parties. Where substitute blood is shed the sub-
stitute is not a substitute for one party but for both parties, and the aim is
not propitiation but communion and union. Dr. Trumbull says: * All
the gleanings from the world's field tend to show the unique importance of
the idea of blood as the life, the offering of blood as the offering of life, the
divine acceptance of blood as the divine acceptance of life, and the sharing
of blood as the sharing of life. Here is the basal thought of sacrifice in its
true meaning in the sight of God and man.” This work is a rich mine for
the profound scholar and the thoughtful pastor. It is a commentary on the
Bible which cannot be had in any other form and is invaluable.
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The first consists of twelve popular lectures on a variety of subjects,
among which are the following, “The Causes of Harmony,” *The
Velocity of Light,” *“ Why Has Man Two Eyes?” “The Principle of the
Conservation of Energy.”

The lectures are written in a most captivating style, are well illustrated,
and most of them can be easily understood by the unprofessional reader.
In reading them we feel that we are introduced to nature by a loving
enthus,ast, a most genial companion and eloquent teacher. Every-day
facts and environment wear a new face, and many a marvellous secret is
told in these brilliant pages. .

The lectures on “The Science of Language” were delivered at the
Oxford University Extension Meeting in 1889. They are reprinted with
the author’s consent, and specially revised by him for the present edition.
It goes without question that anything from this veteran author’s pen is
well worth reading. He regards language and thought as identical, by this
meaning that “they are two names of the same thing under two aspects.”
Under his guidance, the stuy of language becomes intensely interesting
and significant, proving, as it doubtless does, the unity of so many diverse
peoples of to-day in a common ancestry in the far distant past. ‘¢ Physi-
ologically the unity of the human species is a fact established as firmly as
the unity of any other animal species. Man is a species created and
divided in none of its varieties by specific distinctions ; in fact, the common
origin of the negro and the Greek admits of as little doubt as that of the
poodle and the greyhound.”

Not only does the study of language tend to confirm this unity—a point
towards which physical science is also iending—but the Aryan language
gwves very decided evidence touching man’s first dwelling-place, strikingly
confirming the Genesis narrative. It “points to Asia, and to that very

locality where geologists tell us that human life became possible for the
first time.”




