
liere, give ie your valise and lot us go."
Five minutes Inter -we reached -the Inn

of the Golden Engle, and 'before the door
eteed a sort of cabriolet to whlch iras
barneseed a largo dapple-grey herse.

"Put that uniler the scat, Join, Said
my friend, givlng xny baZ ta tlîa man
irb a in la tlng, andi I asked in sur-
prise :

II I this your trop, Gaston?"
"No. it belongs to the Golden Eagle,"

ha answered gaily. "'.Tump ini, we shall
net go quite as fast as usuel. but xra'l
get thera ail the saine! "

Whou ira iere all seated, 'the mati took
up the reins. rnled the whip aad the
dapple-grey sot off nt a gooîl pace, aI-
though, wjth the best wi2l an the world,
ha coula nover ha a 'match for the bay.

IIYen have flot that fluae harse of
jours ?" I a8ked, and lie repliai]

"No, I hava soldl bin."
Sold him I I iras fihici] wjth ironder,

but 1 made na romar'k, 1er the moment
seemed an unproîîitious ana for asking
questions. I therèlore tumned the conver-
sation, and ira talked o! general matters,
hunting. palities, novais, theatrea, in fact
overything, grave or gay, which bail been
dWsusbed in the aewsjaapere dinco ire baxi
last beeu %c-etber, a year bel axe.

.Alter a drive of tbre grarters a! ail
lieur, the vehicle loft the main rondl and
turnied inta a marrower ane ibicli bicirted
a picce of woodlaîîd.

Ilb zit aur dri-er makiîîg a mistake?"
1 tvlbispered, ",v nee usai] ta came tItis
,%ay.et

IITis le right,"1 said Ga'ston, "Ieo îlot
go home by the same rond nov.'."

In a fcw minutes ire stoplied beforea a
eniali cottage on the barder of the ireods,
and 1 recogaized it as havlnZ often beau
a liunting rendîez-vous. Gaston juoiped
eut and] iren I had followad hini, ho
took my valise froni tho mail andl told
liii ta returu at once as night wauld
sean ha falling.

I gazed round me, and conld hardly dis-
tinguish, au a lI wh;'lx lookai] dark
againat the enet, thi littie village
tbreugb which I bai] passed. a yt.ar -
fora. on my xvay ta Gaston'e place.

In the cottage doorway an aId bouse-
lceeper met us.

IWelI. Y~adeline, le dinner rpady'> sali]
rny friand.

"lTfe, Sir. it Io waiting for yen," sIte
repliWi]

"Goodi1 Sit dowm, at once, fer you
muet ha famisb&i," bo said te nie, ana; ha
hielpai] me ta a plate e! smoking bot
soup. W"hilo 1 attacked, it elgorouély, 'Ite
leaneÀI his arma upon the table, ieooked
atinme earnastly for aw minute and then
sau]:

"Yon do net understand ali tbale"
1 ahruggad my shoulders., and. ha addad'
III will explain It in tIare moras'

ami ruine].'

I Ict my epoon 4rop inta my plate, as
Igape].
IlRu inai]? Iow "
"Ii the' enly way that the la cf balng

ruline]," lho asxered calmly, Ilthat Ie te
gay, that I 'bava nothing, or almeet noth-
ing, ta ha exact. I have eliteen huan-
dxcil francs lacome left-ana hundreti Sous
ïa day. Za 1 amn net a boggar, you ee."

I looked ut ltin eearchtngly. Hae eiie
irithout bItterne8s, and I sair that ha
spoke the truth.

IIEaxplalni," 1 saii], II mlat hae hap-
pcnEd ?'I

IIt ie ratlier au aId story now-aboat
a year ol], aud yet it ie irerth telling.
Besudes, ta wlium eheul]. I tell it, If ntt
ta 3 ou? HOe'o it le.

Tou kueir that tbroa years ago, %vheu
xny uncle died, 1 inherited live hundred
thoubaud francs. Net a colossal fortune,
but ettougb to inake a geai] show irith,
aven ini Paris. I had fer tira years bea
lauging te :get back ta l'aris, and i ment.
That wa i, bai] da.- for mue. Meaey malte
verý fast in that cursai] crucible îvhfch
la c'ier nt irbitc hoat. 1 adore'i herses
aud toek ta racing, andi eighteen menthe
Iater, in maklng up my accounte, I dis.
caverai] that 1 liai] lest tire hutidred
thousand francs. 1 ivas relleeting an the
sad state of affaire ivbea a conarade notie-
izig ny nelancholy air aekai] irbt the
inatter was, an] 1 told hlm. 'Io that
all? libe cria], laughing beartily, 'wail,
yen are simple à Yeu say yeu hava threc
hundiitl thousand francs; very iraîl, I
wili introduce ynu ta a batik frani whicb
you can d-nîr all the fuads yen require.
The' Queca of Spadea wili bcaw-iead yen.
Try ber!' Hoe cited numberlese examplo..
Sncb a ane, a fermer cloth-merchant ha]
lirst mat daim at the card tabla witli
hardly a huudred thousand francs ia his
possession, an] now ho wag a millionaire.
There ivre plenty more juet as fertun-
ate. In short, ha persuada] me. 1 jeled
a club 'whcre the play mas high. It mas
vcry exclusive, où vary. The membere
wcre men of the werld, wealthy la-wycrs,
and a fuir tcesful artistei, thaîr gaine
%.U:à bt. ictly lionest, absolutefy impecc-
able, for thair dours ware clorai] aîainst
intruders. TItoy lilayeti front four tll
Be%,n every afteruoon, and froin ton at
nigLI tilI dann. T-lâ, my consellor tel]
me. was the place ta fiâ. up my affaire,
andi in Ires than six menthe they imere
rixed. 0! my titree hundred thoneand
francs I bail lest a hundre] thousani];
my landh mare mortgaged, an&ý I aire] a
buadred and f fty thousand ta the *pre-
tout' af the place. My braiu mas in a
irbirl, and, 1 -wondered hew this wae ta
aud. It onded, lu a very unaxpectail man-
ner I awckae ona marning andi loua] my,
soif a ' Oracl.' "

As Gaston pranoueci] the fat word 1
etarted up exclaiminZg:

IlYou are mai] I Wbat are yoîi saying ?

IlThe' pItfil ttth," ho aneiveregl, II but
do not excite yoxirself. eau, 'mithout .
binaIt, confasa te ba'lng wou at carde by
Xneans e! fraui]. Lieten. Ona evening, I
hoa extraordlnary luck, I wa Invinci-
ble, I wmon, repfledily. There 'mereont
toit or tirelya playera, but it irag an e*x-
cltlpq game, and il woan a hundred and
f uîty thousand francs. Juet enough te me-
pay irbat 1 owoai. As I rase fromn tîte
table 1 unir tha leader standing near nia,
--witli is cyca fixai] tpon rLy pile of geld,
notes an] ceuntere. On tha ep-it 1 paid
the i]ebt, and tlraw a deep slgh of relief.
About a weehe Inter 1 iras dozing in an
easy chair, behiai] a curtafa. Tho club
was enapty, for it was four e'cleck in the
morning, and I <mas; aniy waitinZç ta take
tho train an] run demn bore ta the coun-
try for a littIe abang3. The soun] of u
angry discussion raused tue. Tira men
wret quarre'llag in the naxt roona, anti I
recognized titi 'preteur's ' valce, an] zhat
af a 'traitai'. 1 wmli have my siiare,' sal]
the latter furiausly, 'yen dlid jutet se tho
aLlier day witIt Mr. -Gastau's nioney. Who
chnge] the packa, tItan . I dî], but who
grabbei the cash ? You, yen alwa. (Io
it 1 This Io the ond of it-if you don't
give me niy 8bara, 1111 Split 1' *I fait a
coa sireat etartlng out an my temples
as I listene], an] iu tira étridas I iras
besidc' the scoundrele. Catching hold af
the first I toucbed, I nearly wrung bis
neckl, in y Irenzy. 'It wae the malter, ait]
parcaiviiîg that it waul] ho useless ta
boat about the bush, ho confessed the
whole trutb. They bai] stncked a pack
of carde, witI, mlîlcI 1 ha] played aud
won the 'turu needa] tu repay the leader;
iv' short '.1 bai] stolon the monay. I iras
ashamai] you underetand; as fer 6-etting
th,* monny front the 'pretour' taisai-
it would have heen casier ta tear ont hie
seuil IFor an instant 1 seemed stunued.
Whiat was 1Io't do ? To blair eut Mny
brain? Ilt thougat ui tliat, idiout that i
mes, but thoan a llit broke aver nie an]
the muets cleared away. 1 rushe] out,
caught niy train, came hars and sar îny
iawyer. à. mentit Inter ail rny land wii
afl, and 1 returned ta Parie and reluaded
ta the preeideat af. te club 150,000
francs, witIt a '11et oi tho mon whlo lid
pinyci] against me ou My lutky nigit.
I oxpîainodl tho Mattar te themn ail an]
bade them geai] bye. They ivers houest
felome, and dl] net deserve tu lie chace].
And that, xny friend, ie 'thy you fia] me
i this humble abode, witit an empty
pursa, but a light heart."

" My d'car felloW," IE Éai] holding out
my band tu 'hlm, " yor stary le a Sad
one, but lia climax makes, ample ameridà
for Ibat."

From.il Y. pol;t.
Mrii. Ou]l, an American. soulpturesti,

bas recently completai] a buet af Mr.
Gladstone, ýwhfch Le very ighly cern.


