
THE CANADIAN' HORTICULTURIST

age ini trausportation, through breakage of
package aud pilfering of fruit, and in iii-
creased price for f ancy packed fruit in a
beptter package would more than offset the
extra cost. Our fruit growers should look
iuto the possibilities of the six-basket car-
ri.er.

Among the many scharnes adopted by hor-
ticultural societies te intereet their memu-
bers and others in floriculture, n'one ap-
pears more novel than eue recently iusti-
tuted by Mr. Gee. Vickers, president of the
Barrie Hor4lcuItural Society. Mr. Viekers
is a dry gocas rnerchant sud recently dis-
tributed hrosdcast thoughout his towu this
notice: "One Geraniumn in Bleem iu a
three aud a~ half or four-inch Pot witli ev-
ery $1.00 Worth of Stockiugs Beught and
Paid for ou FridaY and Saturday." The
plants wore grown by a local florist,. aud
Mr, Vickers têook this meaus of combining
business with bis hobby, horticulture. As
anythiug tjhat will bolp te make people more
appreciste flowers aud floriculture is worth
n,'rniniiuo, thia scharne miglit profltally be

Horticulture on Prince, Edward Island
Rey. F. A. Wrightm-an, Montague

PRINCE Edward Island, though a small.province does ita farrnug geuerally, speak-
lngonthe large. Intensivefarrning inthe
true sense bas not been practised tu

any considerable extent. This is uot because
of auy lacli of adaptation, but because of the
comparative absence of a, suffiçient dernand
in the local mnarkets. and the further lack
of propar facilities for reachiug more dis-
tant cnes. Lack of express arrangements,
iced cars sud tee frequeut handlings are
sciions defects'in cur transportation con-
ditious. Market gardaning, therefore, with
the exception of what little may ba needed
te supply the limited demand cf the small
towus is net followed, except fer the farrn-
er's table. Se lirnited are the rnarkets that
even with the srnall attention paid te thia
aspect cf agriculture, a glutted market is
the common condition in the seasen cf fruit
sud vegetablea; sud the prices are often
cf the lowest.

Qats, wheat sud potatees are the Prince
Edward Island staples aud these whclly e-
cupy the f armera thoughts and attention.
11a cannet seem te adapt hirnself te a smali
acreage. A hundred acres, sud cf tan double
this amount, is as little as lie cares te
bother with. Rare lie uses his eanoe ulows.
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under these conditions. These qualities are
noticeable te a marked degree in the fruits
sud vegetab1es grown in Prince Edward
Island; but, the great need is a market.

MORE AVAILABLX XARKETO WANTED

Charlottetown, the capital, has'about 12,-
000 inhabitanta. It is net an industrial cent-
re, but is largely a city cf homes where
people have sea leisure,' aud many cf
whom possesa gardans cf their own. The
largest cities in themaritime provinces liava
but 50,000 inhabitants, sud thesy (St. John
and Halifax) are at'present a day'a jcurney
distant. These, and other diaadvantages,
make even these, lmited centres impossible
te the Prince Edward Island grower. But
the cities f the maritime provinces are
growing in aise sud increasing in number,
sud ne doubt with their growth will coe
a corresponding improvernent in transporta-
tion facilities. If thera wera in the mari-
time provinces a oity cf say, the size cf
Boston, with4n ressonable distance, it would
simply ravolutionize this industry in Prince
Edward Island. A number cf our maritime
cities are bound te grow te large industrial
centres in the net-distant future, sud when
this takes place it will transferma agrionîtur-
ai mathods on Prince Edward Isand.

WVlhen thesa conditions prevail it will net
oui y change our methods cf agriculture, but
will be of great advautage both econornicslly
sud politically. Wheu the Island is tràns-
formed inte a province cf vegetable sud
fruit gardens rather than eue cf est sud
whaat fields, the average f arm wôuld be
large enough at 25 acres. This wculd make
possible au mcrease in the population by
about 400 par cent. Iu othar werds, inatead
or having 103,000 population, with kio vac-
ant lands, we would have rocm for about
400,000 people by thus raduocing the acreage
of the farm. Sncb au increase would tend
te attract mauufacturing, sud thus' giva
correspendiug growth te our towns and oit-
ies. Lt is easy te sc that sucb au in-
crease would at lest help te restoe our
lest represautation at Ottawa, aud give us-
snobi an importance as te hrîng the tunnel,
ncw a fond hope. lu the realm cf practical
certainty. Iu the liglit cf thoe facts a
fruit su d vegetable gardon assumnes a great
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