
Handling of the'Strawberry P1a~n"tatioll*
S. H. Rittenhouse, Jordan Harbor,' Ontario
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After the plants are prepared by-dig-
ging and selecting the best and tr'imming
off dead leaves and runners and carefully
straightening out the roots and placing
themn compactly in an ordinary eleven-
quart <basket, 1 use a mnan and a boy for
setting. The mani runs a spade into
the soil, producing- a eut of six inches, at
ain angle of forty-five degrees. Instead
of drawing -the spade out of the soil, he
sin>ply presses it away frQm him to raise
the soil up, and then the boy places the
plan~t behind the spade. The spade is
withdrawn and the pressure of the foot
completes the operation.

Great care is taken to get ail the roots

same as if planted ýin the mark made by
the marker.

CULTIVýAT1ON

As soon as the plants are set, we Comn-
mnence cultivatinýg and boeing, repeating
this process every week or ten days until
faIt. We gultivate crossways just âs
long as we can do s0 without injury to
the new runners.

While hoeing the first time, we invar-
iably use the fingers around the plant,
adjusting the soil s0 as to prevent any
soil lying on the crown or ]caves, and
always keep the blossoms nipped off
whenever they appear. It iS strict atten-


