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and countere of any popular book and news store aud note that
week alter week the piles are being replenihled. To counteract
this something must b donc. Boys and girls who have beei ed-
uicated up tu that point whero the act tf readimg is not liard work,
ivill read, suiting the subject imattir to the nature of the imward
craving that exists. If early teaching lis nlot nsured that the
reader look ivith disdain upun sucli productions as "'Roaring Bill
of Rock Hollow," "The Pirates Bride ' or "The Lives and Ex-
pluits of the Younger Brothers,~ ver) probably some such produc-
tios will occupy at Icast a portion of time. Without stayimg to,
discuss the amoimt uf ovil resulting fromn the dissomnation of sucli
thouglht, or the tijpestion as tu how much of tlus ze due to a total
neglec. on the part cf teachers of wihat their pupils read, permit
me tu pass tu a consideration of the neans by which we inay in-
culcatu a taste for a better class of readmng, means whicl te provo
effectual, should be resorted to fron the beginnmng of the child's
school-life, yes even before lie is able to read.

Who that bas ever given any attention to the development of the
child mind can have failed to notico that craving for something to
satisfy their intellectual hunger, shown in their of t repeated "Read
mue a story." Why should we not take advantage of this appetite,
and in satisfying it, take occasion to plant in the young mind the
germ of that which shall in coming years develope itself into& a pas.
sien for the good and great and beautiful in Literaturo. As a rule
,we find that at this stage in life nothing at all is donc along this
lino, or else the mistako is made whici resulte in giving us se nany
p ersons of liberal attainments, whîoare totally unable toaappreciate
anything in literature appealing ta the 'magination. Too nmany
considered it useless-nmay worse than useless- injurious to do any-
thing for the cultivation of imagination. At the very period in
life at which this faculty is the nost promising, it is cíther allowed
to die of starvation or sacrificed ta the unnatural surport of sonie
other aember of the cerebral family. Fairy tales, legends of
wonderland, tie beautiful myths of the old Greeks and Romans,
which the student of literature afterwards fiinds it so necoeary-to
understand and which confront him with the scientific naie of
nythology-fables, inculcating the moral and social virtues-all
these are cast aside as silly, childish and unpractical, a fellow Bon-
timent te the one which insists that the boy must know interest,
square and cube root , etc., even if lie does not know how to write
an intelligible letter or speak correct English.

Books there are, however, where fact aid fancy are se closely in-
terwoven as te satisfy ihe demands of him who must sec his proxi-
mately practical use for overything without the expendituro of a
moment's thought. I remember distinctly my first large story-
book, " The Seven Little Sisters That Live in the Round Ball
That Floats in the Air," and I spent houm in thinking and dream-
ing over the wonderful things which I road and re-read. They
were put upon the same basis as my fairy tails, and sank just as
deeply into my mind. Years aftervards, when ny teacher began
to tell me of this wonderful carth of ours that goes spinning through
space, and the different people who livp upon it, my story was
quickly translated, and became a series of valutable lessons mn geog-
raphy and ethnography. Books of this class, together with books
bearing a similar relationship to natural isetory, will be eagerly.
devoured. It is wonderful how nuch useful information may thus
be imparted and the desire for moye incrcased.

The chief lino in which corruption of tasto may come in carly
years is that of reading cheap and villainous periodicals. This may
b provented by placing in the hande of the pupil something of a
fitting and interesting nature, and thon striving to create a septi-
ment against the worthles reading. A httle persevering enorgy

in this direction will soon drivo out the practico fron our schools,
or if not totally eradicated the habit will soon bo put on a basis
with other evils in which sonie pupils may clandestinely engage.
Thero are poriodicals liko the " Youth's Companion," for instance,
which will bo seized upon with avidity by all young readers.

The storing of the mind with useful thonghts clothed in beauti-
ful language is an adjunct to this work, which cannot bo too highly.
rated. It should b bogui early whon the child menory is in ita
vigor. Tho practice- is often aimlesslv followed by teachers of
laving their pùpils learn poetical quotations of any kind that iingles,
without reforence to the thought. Tho fact that verso ie more
easily mnemorised thanpose seems to bu enough to comnend. it.
" It thur happ me," says bain, " that poetry above all other things
may b onnitted te words as thre.fourth words, and one-fourth
mneaning." Prose selections, although more slowly mastered, will
as a rte b of more bonefit. But the time does cone when poetry
mav b read with advantage. An fAw pensne accur.t d to simp
foods only at once rolisli the highly seasoned dishes of the French
cook, so fow pupils are at firat able to appreciate the beautiful in
poetry. Liko the great mass of our tastes, it begins with little
things and its growth is gradual. Were we to begin our high living
wvitli an attempt at highly-spiced pups or wines there night cone
straightway an aversion to these delectables which we might be un-
able to overcome in years of willing effort. So the teacher who
endeavours to furnish as montal pabulum for his classes beginning
an acquaintance with poetry, MJilton's Paradise Lost, Virgil's Æncid,
or Shakospeare's Tragedies, may expect to sec thb'e turn in disgut,
and wonder what manner of individual it can be who can enjoy
such reading. To prevent such-a disasterous state af affaiis, neces-
sity demands that the first pooms selected shall be eminently in.
teresting. Short ballada, historical poems, etc., may pave the way
to something of a more formal nature. One poem that ii our in-
dividual experience has proved more useful than others as au
appetizer for the higher class of reading is Scott's Lady of the Lake.
Read daily for thirty minutes to a class of twenty pupils, discussed
et the time of reading, reproduced in short prose tales, and in five
minute talks from membors of the class, and so handled as to insure
its thoroughi understanding and preclude the posibility of its
serving simply as an occasion for a little mental dissipation, we be-
lieve it engendered an appetite for more of the same kind with fully
three-fifths of that clas' which will leave its impress upon tem
through their entire lives. They becomo possessed with a desire te
know something of the man, and his contemporaries and their
writings, until they become ardent lovers of good reading, if not
earnest students of English literaturo.

Some years ago this Association saw fit to outline'a course of
reading for the toachers of the statu of 'Wisconsin, which I have
resson to know has borne good fruit. I am òognizant of the fact
that in at least three counties of this statu the course has been and
is being read by the grcat majority of the teachors, and county
superintendents make anote of such reading on all certificates issued.
Now while I recognize the philanthropy of this work of reconstruct-
ing so nany teachers, wduld 'we not secure much more good if a
suitable course prepared by the most expcrienced and able talent
of the state for the pupils of our schools were placcd in the hanas
of the teachers through the agency of the state department ? The
great mass of the teachers of the next generation are in the,schools
of to.day, and the effecte of such a movement would bo felt in the
schools of the future. Wero it not that it might seem liko an at-
tempt te close discussion of this topic, I would move that a con-
mittee be appointed by the chair ta prepare a course of reading for
le pupils of the public schools, report to bo made to this bödy at
%1. rogular meeting in July.


