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school rive, six, and seven ycars, and at the I
end of that lime are far more backward than 
thcy would be if proper attention wcre paid i
to clementary instruction. Let analysis, I
al cbra, and mathcmatics be banshicd from I
al but the highcr schools, at all cvcnts tilt I
good readers and writcrs, correct spelîcrs and |
s peakcrs, arc a much more frcquent outcome I
t ian hcy arc at present.

I would ask, 'Io whom is the sclcctong of
the school books entrustcd? It Witl be ad-
mittcd byail who have gone through it, that
Vrammar is a difficult study for children, dry,
hard, dull, and uninteresting at the best, for

thougli it comes to thcm afterwards, they
can scarcely undcrstand It whcn vcry young,
unlike spelling, history, and gcography,
which interest and often give pleasuire; so
that the simpler and casier the grammar thc
more thoroughly the pupils will larn it.
The grammars of Lindlcy Murray and of
Lennie are as easy as it is possible for such
a hard study to be made ; thcy have hitherto
bcen thought good cnough for the beat
schools in England and Scotland; by fat the
largest number of persons who speak Eng-
lish well have been taught by them; and yet
instead of cither of these, an American book,
Swintont's, is used, the, sole result of whîch
as to disgust the pupils for ever with the
study of grammar. It is badly written,
tedious, intricate, and entircly incomprehen-
sible to children. Let any one examine
Swinton's Grammar, revised by the Princi-
pal of the Normal School in Nova Scotia
(not a University man), and sec for himself
if I am not right. I do not think that
Americans, in spite of their su perior school
system, can be said to be renark able for the
correctness of their speech, and surely if we
are to keep the pure well of Englishi unde-
filed, wC ought tu use an English grammar,
not an American one. If we can get a
better book than Murray's or Lennie s, by
aill means let us do so, but in the meantime
it would be wiser to kee to those books by
which the best educated people have been
tnught.

The attempt to learn in a few years what
ought to be the work of many, is a profound
mistake, and the fact that few people who can
afford to send their children to private schools,
send them to public ones, shews exactly in

vhat estimatiosi the teaching there is held.
The truth is that a good education takes
many years to get, and aftcr all we must go
back to the old idea, that to know a few
things well and thoroughly is much more
useful in after life, than to have learned of
Latin, botany, geology, algebra, chemistry,
mathematics, and analysis, a very, very
little, and of reading, writing and spelling, a
very, very little also.-MARY THORNCLIFF.

Kesttv:lle, U. S.
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TUHE TONIC SOL-FA METUOD
OF TEAClING SINGING.

A VE»Rv impnrtant step in connetion with
musical cducation in England was the rcccp-
tion, in July last by Earl Spcnccr and the Rt.
[Ion. A.J.Mltndcla, M.P., at the Education
Departmcnt, Whitchall, of a deputation ad-
vocating thcabovcmcthod of tcachingsingmng.
This action was takcn on account of a sup-
position that it was the intention of the Gov-
crnmcnt to rcquirc the tcaching of Hlullah's
Systcm to the exclusion of the Tonic Sol-fa
method. Of late ycars- botli systcms have
bcen cmployed, but it is claimed that the
Tonic Sol-fa has bccn much more popular
and succcssful, and its possible exclusion is
rcgarded with alarm. hat the dcputation
included such men as Dr. Stainer, organist
of St. Paul's, and Mr. Brinlcy Richards, was
a guarantce that its claims wcrc worthy of
consideration. The oints of "differcncc
bctwcen the Tonic So lfa method and Hul-
lah's system are two-fold. In the first place
n iullah's systcm the DO is imnovable,
in the Tonic Sol-fa it is movable: that is, in
the former, DO corresponds to C of the staff
notation, and LA to A; in the latter DO
is always the tonic or key note of the major
scale, and LA of thc m:nor scale. In thc
second place, while in the former system the
ordinary musical notartion is uscd from the
commencement, in the latter a new notation
is used, which has the advantages that it can
be printed from ordinary printing type,
takes less space, is much cheaper, and casier
to read. That it has been successful is
shewn by the fact that there is hardly a town
or village in England wherc classes have not
been established, and in cites and large
towns 'he worksof the great masters areren-
dered, having been acquired by the Tonic
Sol-fa system.

And what is our position in Ontario? For
over twenty ycars the Hullah system has had
a fair trial in the Normal and Model Schools.
and with what results? Vocal music is laid
down as one of the branches to be taught in
our public schools, but we have no teachers
competent to undertake the task of instruc-
tion, nor is tlcre the Ieast prospect, we fear,
of our soon having any. A few of our Col-
legiate Institutes are giving sme attenton t
Vocal Music. If one of them would import a
teacher capable of imparting instruction un-
der the Tonic Sol-fa method it might prove
an era in the hL' .ry, of musical education in
Ontario.

Lindsay. J. H. K.

" THE TEACHER's DREAM," a poem by
Mr. W. Il. Venable, will be issued shorty in
an illustrated form by Putnam & Sons, is an
illustrated.gift-book.


