
MECHANICS AND GENTRAL SCIENCE.

imilar purpose have been invented at the East within
two or three years, but Mr. B. considers his much siWe-
rior to cither of them, and skilfl machinists speak in
high terms of it. He says that about one-eighth of the
nixed stuif as it cones froma the bolt to the machine is

saved as fine dour. and that il the very best mills three
aid a half per cent. of the flour -rouind will be saved ;

oIre, of cour<%e, in miills less perfectiy buiit.-Butffao
munercial .ddecrtiser.

CtarxIviv Dr.smx.-Torl Bacon assigns to science
a tvo-toid object, the rlief ot niam's estat.. and tIe
glory of the Creator. Thtre ilas never. in this country.
bee'n a disposzition to underrate its last, and ml<ost honouir-
ed uso. Iln t he same spirit in which t hey studiei the

book of God's word,' Engiýlimen have studied the
book of Got's vorks.' 'lahrin ie:m Newton oh-

serve that gave hirm particular pleasure thlat his phi-
losophv had promuoted tIle attention of final cauîses, and
his foilowers, who could iot rival him in his genius.
have not degenerated from his piety. Il has been their
delieht to dvell upon ite fact. tliat thougrh a ca.sua.l sur-
vev of the worhi proc'aimed a Maker marvellous in
goodness and in power. vet every hddin law which was
brought to light aforded additional evidenlce of desizgn.
and shewed him heyond what man could conceive,
Swonierful in cotnsel and excellent in woring.' With
us the exceptions at least have bten few, and none of
them deserve to be remennbcred. But in France athe-
ism, withouit limitation or disguise, bas toc often been
blendeti with an extsive acquaintance vith natural
philosophy; ant a living mai of science, M. Comte,
imputing 10 the works of cication the imperfections
which in reality are in his ownî judgment. has come to
be of the opinioi of that imîpious kinîg, who said that il
the Deity hlad condescenided tl consult him he coui
have given him some good advice. Stupposing it im-
possible that a philosopher who hal run the range of
physics, and written a builky work in which ho con-
tends for hlie utmost strictntess of reasoning, could take
up a dogma wlich shocks the instincts ol mankind,
without some plausible pretence, we read his observa-
tions with close attention and painful interest. We
laid down the book astoiunded at their imbecility, and
cuuld only re-evho the Psalmist's declaration, that it is
tJe.fool which has said in his heart there is no God. lis
ariimenît might have been penned expressly to prove
tlat there is a cretdlity of scepticism as well as a cre-
dulity of belief. and it is diiiicit to assiîn any motive for
bis creed except the morbid passion lor distinction which
leads some men, anti especialliy Frenchmnî, te prefer thc
elevation of a tsibbtet rathter thant walk uponî level grounîd.
Yet he had every'v advantage, for lie only indertook to
insintate objection, which muiîst always be easy on
mnysterio'as questions, about which knîîowledge is imper-

Atheists are covards in discussion ; they diare not
meIe lei united evidence, anid set out in a formal shape
the coutendinc, sysem by which they are bound to
estabish that the contrivancces of the world did not call
for a cont river. Even of cavils we cati fix upon
nîothing tangible, amidst tle cloudy language of M.
Comte, except that the arrangements we muakze are
usaiilly spilerior to the arrantcments we find. And
thtis is the aument vhich is to prove that there is not a
maker and a governor itlie world ! Is it so much
as a dife/ in the schme tlait nan has ofien luto pan
fo- himself'1 Wih i very thing ready prepared to our
hands. ingenity wouid ianguish for want of stimulus;
and if it be a cuîrs to eal ontr brea in the sweat of our
bTow, a grea-tr curse still, in our prescnt condition.
lights upon him whose tfore'head neither sweats from toi
unr aches frnn thonght. As Alexander vept when no
mmre workis wcre Icl to conquer, so we likewise shouild

sigh if a too bountiful nature left nothing te o ediscov-
ered and nothing to be improved. It is a part of our
enjoyment hiere to employ our talents in netutralizing
evils, iu turnîg apparent disadvantages into bIetefits, in
finding ii hostile agencies elements of power wiich a
presiding genius conîverts to as mnny frienily mimisters.
Nor neet Ie suppose that a progressive developnent of
mtatertai advantages, instead of a compete aid origintal
per'fction, bore hard upon earlier genrations. who.
livinii in the iitincy of tle vorl. lived ,iso ini the in-
fan'y of' civilization. Ma;n, wilh respect to corporal
cointorts, is the creature of habit. To whateve-r lit- i
accustocied, that ho enjoys. Tite GrenhIalA'r. vith lis

retched lait and barren so.il beli-ves hiim--elf tIh et
favoired ot' cretted beings. and pities Ili lot of nations
whiich are d'situte of' the luxiii-y of s'. In like
manner il is probable that the eariy ihiabitants of Bri-
tain were as sa %vtti with a rave t a cittae of el.,',
as wte with ouir masions adtorne tl ll th.. pits
ofu the arts. S', too. in tht same ag te unig wivi
think himself meanliy accomniodîate-d in Ile houi oft he
gentleman, the .entima in itie abode o., t h p 'asant-
and yet custom has ada pted each to Ium-n oiw. i is not
the absohite degree of refinemient that contfors tli
pleasîure ; it is lthe inhprovemient on w.iat we are' ud
to. Ite addition to waItt we aiready po-ess-and this
leasture has been common to every teriid m whi1h te

w'ants of matnkinti wure suhiieietlv keen to exile ilu-
vention and cornroint ttIo aMi natI nre. But in all our
improvements we can oely. by the stn- t h and inna
iect whilch God lias given us, moukld lte muattet rwhtich
God has matie. If we can ail in sipiI uipon Ile ureat
deep. it is because Ire supplied tus ivitit Ile wooi for
lteir construction, anid endowed it wilh thle butoyaner

to float uipon the w-aves. if w-e perform prodigies with
steam, it is because lue gave il an elastic power. ordaiied
that lire shoukld evolve it out of water. and provled us
both witb the water and the fire. We nierely use the'
thins with w-hi-lt lie lias pîesented uîs, and pres.entted
with a foresight of the end to which our capacities and
.wants wotId enable lis to devote ther. We can adapt.
but we cannot create. The g'reatest genius that ever
lived is impotent to give beiig to tlie most insigiificanit
particle of Ilst. it rcquired the powers of Sir .saa-
Newton to detect many natural laws; but even Ithe
Newtons of île human race can only discover laws-
they cannot make them. We may worm out the secret
powers with which Nature is invested, and by new
adaptations produce eiffeits of whici the native elient s
are utterly incapable; but ai best we oily avail our-
selves of proprrties already existing, mnerely develop
the latent eierzies inuate in our materials. We pull
to pieces, and put together, we shape, and we arrange,
btut we cannot add to lthe worid a sinutle alom, no-nor
even take' il away. Whatever our triiumphs, we neve
passed this linit to humait inter!'reice. wiich teaches
everyiodiy, capable of being tagii-t, lat we are aft r
all onily creatres. and ltat anotlher is the creator. Bti
M. Comte can biieve aiv fable ratlier than 1,,-le1 v a
God. ITe is willing iniagine tht! ti- s t ite arl
and the planets mtay have minint b.tn ait
author. being whirldi i liteir orit, endoned with
gravity. peopedith woner:ft! r pirodyint Scriptuî
lue asseits hait tlie only zlory whicih lie htea e di-
clare is tle glory of Newton Th r-ork is onîe ex-
ample out of many tlit Frecih wit is ollei iothinig but
Enuglish flippancy. If the lavens declare lthe ulory of
Ne-ton. tien w-hose gory do's Ncetn display But
the poison is too weak to take ffrect, except upon vain
andu vicious uirstandiugs. The arguments of atheists
are like chalf in tlie viii-lthey may seltle for a mo-
ment. but from their natural leîvity the first opposmî
current Stweeps therm away. WVe do not reqiiro the
lessons of Natural Philosolihy to teach lus to believe.
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