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then spole at some length of the Canadian sec-
tion of the Crystal palace. ¢ To that section,”
he said, “stunned by the excitement of the
scene, the magnificence of the structure, and the
rurpassing wonders of its contents,—to which, as
Lord Brougham has it, “not all the words of all
the languages that tongues were ere attuned to
speak ? can render even feeble justice,—to that
section 1 was always happy to retire: for it was
a link which united me with this Institute, and
one to which 1 was pioud to point, as illustrative
in part, of its usefulness and its energy ; of the
skill of its members ; and of their patriotic efforts
w employ that skill as a lever, with which to ele-
vate thewr country in the eyes of the nations.
There may be times when to refrain from active
effort would be to commit a positive breach of
duty , and such, I think, will be the opportunity
10 be given us by the Exhibition of the Provincial
Agncultural Association, to be held in ths City,
m September next. 1 am enabled to state, autho-
ritatively, that the parties engaged in that enter-
puise are determined to make the Torvonto Exhibi-
tion, eclipse, in uiility and excellence, every pre-
vious cflort of this sort made within the Provinee;
and 1t is reasonable that we shculd assist them

terus of the flowers and fiuits of Literatute.  Our
reading-room,—iegularly supplicd with the best
periodicals and journals of the day, both English
and American, to the number of 34,~—continoes to
be well attended, and is the source of much
pleasure aud utility to our members. The
drawing-class, too, has ander most able super-
vision, been remarkably successfu) 5 indecd there
is in every department most gratifying evidence
of vitality and success. [Creat applanse.]

M. Pell rose to move the following resolution :

"Phat the members of the Toronto Mechanics' In-
stitute are much indebted to the Lecturers of the past
season, for the very valuable assistance which they
have rendered the Institute, in disseminating useful
information, and in arousing a taste for the acquisi-
tion of knowlcdge among its members and the public
generally.  That, ina spirit of warm appreciation,
they herewith tender to thuse gentlemen their hearty
and united thanks.”

He expressed great pleasure in supporting the re-
solution because he thought they should e grateful
to those gentlemen who had devoted their time and
talents for their benefit.  He had been much edified
in listening to the vavious lectures during the past
sossion, and he felt satisfied that no person who had

zealously in their underteking, It is a matter of
high importance 1hat the character of ‘Yoronto
should be weil sustained on that occasion 5 and if !
we would secure to oursclves that position of ad-
vancement and priority which capital cities are ;
atways expected 10 hold, (und which we onght !
not to forget is actively competed for by a vcr}“
ambitious and not very distant little city,) wef
should apply ourselves diligently 1o the work of ;
preparation.  In advocating the claims of the!
Aaticultural Association to your support, 1 do not §
feel that Tam straying from my duty as President

of your Insjitute. Itas a part, and a very obsti-'
nale part of my faith, that no jealousy ought to |
divide the Agriculturist and the Mechanic : they
are, or ought to he, parallel pursuits: their inter-
csts are to o great extent, mutual—if one lan-

guishes, the otheris far from safe : if one succeeds

both are, or ought to be the gainers. FPatiiotism
i3 the common ground to both : the national good
a bond of union. Let us, then, eschew petty
diflerences, and pull harmoniously together ; and
so far ffom entertaining a partial and envious |
spirit, let the Mechanic 2nd the Farmer travel,
side by side, rendering cach to the other brotherly s
aid upon the way; that so the glorious patht
which our country is pursuing may be onc of |
pleasantness and peace, the pride and the hope
of all gool citizens. He then said in reference
to the Institute itself—You will, I am sure, be
glad to hear that since 1847 the number of mem-
bers has nearly doubled, being now 340, Large
additions have been made during the past year
to the libvary, whick anow contains 1544 baoks,
selected with great care by the Committee with
a view to the direction of the taste of the junior
riembers into chanuels of sound and useful know-
ledge. The library alone ought to commend the
Institute to an extended support, and I would
‘ndulee in the expression of a hope that some of
ary fair hearers who do not intend to devote their
wes to Crotchet work and Berlin wool, will per-
it our Librarian to supply them with & few pat-

attended, will rest contented without further axam-
ination into the subjectsso ably handled. Ileregret-
ted, however, that the attendance of the young wme-
chanics of the city, had-not been larger. It formerly
was & common saying that the best mechanies were
the wnost dissipated, the truth of that saying e hoped
was passing away, and that in future the best work-
men would be the most intelligent. 1le felt much
gratification in the attendance of so many females
(applause) during the year, and only regretted that
there was not a better, building 1o which to invite
them and the fricnds of the Institute.

Mr. Tioxas,—a member of the Council of the In-
stitute seconded the resolution.

Me. T. J. Roperrsox, responded to it at sowe length.
Jie differed from the resolution in so far—that ke con-
sidered that instead of requiring thasks for their ¢f+
forts, they should ratler return thanks for the compli-
ment paid them in being requested to lecture before so
intelligent an audience us attended these lectures.
"There was so greatan amount of intelligencg exhibited
in these audiences, that it became adiflicult task fora
lecturer to stand up and offer instruction to them. Me-
chanics Institutes had been the means of promoting
general and scientific information. and they should
consider it a high honor to share the labour insuch
a canse.  Under these circumstances he felt deep
gratitude to the compliment paid to him.

Da. Hopuer also replied to the resolution, and sug-
gested that in future sessions it might be advisable
that two or three lecturers, similarly minded should
unite together and deliver & series of lectures upon
one subjeet in order that 2 more full elucidation of
that subject might be given.

Rev. Professor LinLnie submitted the following
resolution :—

“That the members of this Institute view with
much interest and satisfaction the endeavours which
are now being nfhde to estublish Mechames® lnsuitutes
in muny towns of this Province. and they desire to
extend o their distant brother Mechanics their hearty
good wishes for the healthy progress, and successful
completion of their labours, trusting that the day is not
far distant when the Institutes of tiis Provance wiil be
enabled to feel and know. both singly and collectively,
that ¢ Union is Strength?



