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is the same to-day as it was yesterday, whether the
courageous act results in the holding of a position,
the killing of a score of Germans, or the saving of one
comrade’s life. Only the spirit of official apprecia-
tion has changed ; but this new spirit is logical.

F. W. Hall was recommended for his Cross in the
old spirit.

The deed of valour for which Company-Sergeant-
Major Hall, of the 8th Canadian Infantry Battalion,
was awarded the Victoria Cross was performed on
the morning of the day following the great achieve-
ment and death of Lance-Corporal Fisher. Hall,
too, lost his life in the very act of self-sacrifice by
which he won immortality.

During the night of April 28rd the 8th Battalion,
of our 2nd Infantry Brigade, relieved the 15th
Battalion, of the 3rd Brigade, in a section of our front
line. In moving up to our fire-trench the relieving
troops had to cross a high bank which was fully
exposed to the rifle and machine-gun fire of the
enemy in the positions opposite. This bank lay
about fifteen yards in rear of our forward position
at this point. Its crest was continuously swept by
bullets while the relief was taking place and the
incoming battalion suffered a number of casualties.
In the darkness and the confusion of taking over a
new trench under such adverse conditions, the exact
extent of the casualties was not immediately known ;
but Sergeant-Major Hall missed a member of his
company on two separate occasions and on two
separate occasions left the trench and went back
to the top of the bank, under cover of the dark,
returning each time with a wounded man.

At nine o’clock in the morning of the 24th, the
attention of the occupants of the trench was
attracted to the top of the bank by groans of suffer-
ing. Hall immediately suggested a rescue, in spite



