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fions. This Advice was rejetted, and they followed another,
which was extremely hazardous, and which appeared to me to
proceed only from Defpair, this was to coaft the grand faigue
- ‘as near as we could till we came to the Opening ; that ik Jay,
to the Separation of all thefe Shoals from the Lacaye Iflands.
All the Veffels pafs this Way, which come from S. Domingo,
to return to Frasce, and then there is nothing to fear, becsufe
they can take their Time to get out, and this Paflage being open
to the North Weft, we are almoft fure of having favourable
Weather to come out: But to enter it on the Side where we were;
we muft depend on the North Eaft, and ’tis a great Hazard to
find this Wind the Moment it is wanted. Therefore no Body
that we know, has ever yet attempted this Paffage. In fhort they
refolved to run all Hazards, and they approached the Grand
Caigque. :
At two in the Afternoon we were but a good Cannon-Shot from
Defeription o it, and we are perhaps the firft, who without
oy ription Y an indifpenfable Necefity, ventared to vific
i 99€: it fo nearin 2 Ship. The Coaft of it is ne-
verthelefs very fafe, elevated, as it appeared to me, about
feven or eight Feet, fometimes a little more, but it is Ferpendi-
cular, and without any Strand. Its Soil has not at all the Ap-
pearance of being barren. Geographers il:ce it directly under
the Tropic, which we could not verify, becaufe the Weather
was cloudy 3 but I think it a little more to the South, for there
is not certainly three Degrees Difference between this Ifland and
Cape Frangois. -
e coafted the grand Caégue till four in the Afternoon, having
U Ged S, the Wind and the Currents for us. Then
o nescpe At %¢~  they made a Sailor go to the Maft Head, to
cefs of our dstempt.  \ e what we had before us, and he foon
came down and told us that he had feen the End of the Ifland ;
but that beyond it he faw fill low Lands, divided by Channels
in which the Waters appeared all white. Upon this Informa-

tion, we judged ‘Froper to change our Courfe, and we fteered
-North North Eaft. At Midnight we made the Sguth South
Eaft, and it looked as if the Wind turned as we would have it ;
but it was very weak, and the Currents carried us with“ much
Violence to the Weft, that at Day-break the low L and the
Sands, which the Evening beforé were fo far a Head of us, were
almoft as much behind ; and the Paffage which we fought began -
to open itfelf. , ‘ .
his was the decifive Moment of our Fate, and what gave us
Hopes, was that the Wind inclined by Deﬁsm the North-
Eaft. At eleven 0’Clock we made the South and by South,
foon after the South Eaft : But the Currents carried us fo much: .



